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PREFACE. 



MOST of the following E ssay s were 
published- inr.tkie-'M¥LM.um, and Columbian 
JVIagazine, in this City, soon after the end 
of the revolutionary war in the United States. 
A few of them made their first appearance 

r ■ . • ' 

in pamphlets. They are now published in a 
single volume, at the request pf several 
friends, and with a view of promoting the 
ends at first contemplated by them. Two of 
the Essays, viz: that upon the use of To- 
bacco, and the account of remarkable cir- 
cumstances in the constitution and life of 
Ann Woods, are now submitted for the first 
time to the eye of the public. The author 
has omitted in this collection two pamphlets 

■ , ' • • * ^ • 

which he published in the year 1772, upon 
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the slavery of the Negroes, because he con* 
ceived the object of them had been in part 
accomplished, and because the Citizens of 
the United States have since that time been 
furnished from Great-Britain and other 
countries, with numerous tracts upon that 
subject, more calculated to complete the ef- 
fect intended by the author, than his early 
publications. 

BENJAMIN RUSH. 
Philadelphia^ Jan. 9, 1798. 
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UTERARY, MORAL, AND PHILOSOPHIQAU 



A VLKTK TOX ZSTABIilSHlKG PUBLIC SCHOOLS lit 

PSKliSTI^VAKIA^ AlID FOIL CONDUCTING EDUCA- 

jriON AGREEABLY TO A REPUBLICAN SORM OF GO* 

-VERNMENT. ADDRESSED TO THE LEGISLATURE 

^ND CITIZENS OJ P£NN SYLVAN I A> IN THK 

-^£AR 1786. 



EFORE I proceed to the fubjeft of this cf- 
fay, I fliall point out, in a few words, the 
^ influence and advantages of learning upon mankind. 



B 



I. It is friendly to religion, inafaiuch as it afSfts ii| 
removing prejudice, fuperftition and ^enthufiafm, im 
promoting juft notions of the Deity, and in enlarging 
0ur knowledge of his works. 

II. It is favourable to liberty. Freedoon can exift 
only in the fociety of knowledge. Without learning, 
men are incapable of knowing their rights, and where 
learning is confined to a few people, liberty can be 
neither equal nor univerfaL 



7 A PLAN FOR ESTABLISHING PUBLIC 

III'.- It promotes juft ideas of laws and gorcrnr 
nicnt. << When the clouds of ignorance are dis- 
pelled (fays the Marquis of Beccaria) by the radiancp 
of knowledge, power trembles, but the authority of 
laws remains immoveable." 

IV. It is friendly to manners. Learning in all 
countries, promotes civilization, and the pleafures of 
fociety and convierfation. 

V. It promotes agriculture, the great bafis of na- 
tional wealth and happineis. Agriculture is as much 
a fcicnce as hydraiilics, or optics, and has been equally 
indebted to the experiments and refearches' of learned 
men. The highly cultivated ftate, and the immenfe 
profits of the farms in England, are derived wholly 
from the patronage which agriculture has received 
in that country, from learned men and learned focieties. 

VI. Manufaftures of all kinds owe their perfedliorji 
chiefly to learning — hence the nations of Europe 
advance in manufaftures, knowledge, and com- 
merce, only in proportion as they cultivate the arts 
>nd fciences. ; . ' 

For the purpofe of diiFufing knowledge through 
every part of the ftate, I beg leave to propofe the 
following fimple plan. 

I. Let there be one univerfity in the ftate, and let 
this be eftabliihed in the capital. Let law, phyfic, 
divinity, the law of nature and nations, ceconomy, &c: 
be taught in it by public leiiures in the winter feafoni 

i^ . . « :• • •■"] 
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■fter the manner of the European univeiGties, and let the 

profeflbrs receive fuch falarles from the ftatc as will 
enable them to deliver their lectures at a moderate price. 

II. Let there be four colleges. One in Philadelphia; 
one at Carlifle ; a tnlrd, for the benefit of our German 
fellow citizens, at Lancafter j and a fourth, fomc 
years hence at Pittfburg. In thefe colleges, let young 
men be iiiftru£icd in mathematics and in the higher . 
branches of fdence, in t^ &me manner that they arc 
now taught in our American colleges. After llicy 
have received a teftimonial from one of thefc coilsges, 
let them, if they can afford it, complete their ftudica 
by fpcnding a fcafbn or two in attending the Ictlures 
in the univerGty. I prefer four colleges in the ftate • 
to one or two, for there is a certain Iize of colleges as 
^ere is of towns and armies, that is molt favourable 
to morals and good government. Oxford and Cam- ■ 
bridge in England are tlie feats of diffipation, while 
the more numerous, and Icfs crouded univerfuics and 
colleges in Scotland, are remarkable for the order, 
diligence, and decent behaviour of their Iludents. 

III. Let there be free fchools eftablilhed in every 
townfljip, or in diftri£ls confifting of one hundred 
families: In thefe fcJiools let children be taught to 
read and write the Englilh and German languages, 
and the ufe of figures. Such of them as have patents 
that can afford to fend them from home, and are 
difpofed to extend their educations, may remove chcit 
•l^ldren from the free fchool to on« of the colleges. 



4 A VLAN FOR ESTABLISHING FUBLIft 

By this plan tlie whole ftatc will be tied together 
by one fyftem of education. The univerfity will in 
time fumifli mafters for the colleges, and the 
colleges will furnifli mafters for the free fchools> 
while the free fchools, in their turns, will fupply the 
colleges and the univerfity with fcholars, ftudents and 
pupils. The fame fyftems of grammar, oratory and 
philofophy, will be taught in every part of the ftate, 
and the literary features of Pennfylvania will thus defig- 
nate one great, and equally enlightened family. 

But, how fhall we bear the cxpenfe of thefc 

literary inftitutions ? 1 anfwcr — ^Thefe inftitutions 

• will lejfen our taxes. They will enlighten us in the 
great bufinefs of finance — they will teach us to en- 
creafe the ability of the ftate tp fupport government, 
by encreafing the profits of agriculture, and by pro- 
moting manufadlures. They will teach us all the 
modern improvements and advantages of inland navi- 
gation. They will defend us from hafty and 
cxpenfive experiment in government, by unfolding to 
us the experience and folly of paft ages, and thus, 
inftead of adding to our taxes and debts, they will 
furnifh us with the true fecret of lefTening and 
difcharging both of them. 

But, fliall the eftates of orphans, batchelors and 
perfons who have no children, be taxed to pay for 
the fupport of fchools from which they can derive* 
no benefit ? I anfwcr in the affirmative, to the firft 
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part of tkc objeftion, and I deny the truth of the 
latter part of it. Every member of the community 
is intcrefted in the propagation of virtue and 
knowledge in the ftate. But I will go further, 
und add, it will be true oeconomy in individuals 
to fupport public fchools. The batchelor will in 
time fave his tax for this purpofe, by being able to 
fleep with fewer bolts and locks to his doors — the 
cftates of orphans will in time be benefited, by being 
protcdlcd frdm the ravages of unprincipled and idle 
boys, and the children of wealthy parents will be 
lefs tempted, by bad company, to extravagance* 
Fewer pillories and whipping polls, and fmaller goals, 
with their ufual expenfes and taxes, will be ne- 
ceffary when our youth are properlv educated, than 
at prefentj I believe it could be proved, that the 
cxpenes of confining, trying and executing criminals, 
amount every year, in moft of the counties, to more 
;money than would be fufficient to maintain all the 
fchools that would be neccffiry in each county* 
The confeffions of thefe criminals generally {how us, 
that their vices and punifliments are the fatal confe- 
quences of the want of a proper education in early 
life. 

I fubmit thefe detached hints to the confidcration 
of the legiflature and of the citizens of Penfylvania, 
The plan for the free fchools is taken chiefly from 
.the plans which have long been ufed with fuccefs in 
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Scotlandj and in the eaftern ftatcs * of America^ 
where the inflnence of learning, in promoting religion^ 
morals^ manners^ and good government, has never 
been exceeded in any country. 

The manner in which thefe fchools fhould be fup- 
ported and governed — the modes of determining the 
characters and qualifications of fchoolmafters^ and the 
Irrangement of families in each diftridl, fo that children' 
of the fame religious fe£l and nation, may be educa- 
as much as poffible together, will form a proper part 
of a law for the eftablifhment of fchools, and there-* 
fore does not come within the limits of tlus plan. 



or THE MOI>£ OF EDUCATION PROPER 
IN A REPUBLIC. 

THE bufinefs of education has acquired a 
new complexion by the independence of 
•ur country. The form of government we have 
aflumcd, has created a new clafs of duties to every 
American. It becomes us, therefore, to examine our 
former habits upon this fubjeft, and in laying the 

* Th;re arc'^6oo of thefc fchools in the fmall ftatc of Conneaicut, 
yhici 91 this time have in them 25, coo fcholars. 
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foundations for nurferies of wife and goad men, to 
adapt our modes of teaching to the peculiar fonn of 
our government. 

The firft remark that I ihal) make upon this fubjefl; 
is, that an education in our owd, is to be preferred to ■ 
an education in a foreign country. TJie principle of 
patriotifm Hands in need of the reinforcement of . 
prejudice, and it is well known that our ftrongeft 
prejudices in favour of our country are formed in the 
firl't one and twenty years of our lives. The policy of 
the Lacedemonians is wcil worthy of our imitation. 
When Antipater demanded fifty of their children as 
hoftages for the fulfillment of a diilant engagement, 
thofe wife republicans refufed to comply with his de- 
mand, but readily offered him double the number of 
their adult citizens, whofe habits and prejudices could 
not be fliakcn byteliding in a foreign country. Pafling 
by, in this place, the advantages to the community 
from tlie early attachment of youth to the laws and 
conftitution of their country, I fhall only remark, that 
joung men who have trodden the paths of fcience 
together, or have joined in the fame fports, whether of 
fwimming, fcating, fifliing, or hunting, generally feel, 
thro' life, fuch ties to eacli other, as add greatly to the 
obligations of mutual benevolence. 

I conceive the education of our youth in this country 
to be peculiarly neccfiary In Pennfylvania, while our 
citizens are compofed of tlie natives of fo many diffe- 
rent kingdoms in Europe. Our fchools of learning, 
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ky produciijg one general, and uniform fyftcm of 
education, will render the mals of the people more 
homogeneous, and thereby fit them more eafily for 
uniform and peaceable government. 

I proceed in the next place, to enquire, what mode 
of education we (hall adopt fo as to fecurc to the ftatc 
all the advantages that are to be derived from the proper 

• inftru£lion of youth; and here I beg leave to remark, 
that the only foundation for a ufeful education in a 

• republic is to be laid in Religion. Without this 
there can be no virtue^ and without virtue there can be 
no liberty, and lit)erty is the objeA and life of all 
republican governments. 

Such is my veneration for every religion that reveals 
the attributes of the Deity, or a future ftate of rewards 
and puniihments, that I had rather fee the opinions of 
Confucius or Mahomed inculcated upon our youth, 
than fee them grow up wholly devoid of a fyftem of 
religious principles. Uut the ^religion I mean to 

• recommend in this place, is that of the New Tefta- 
sient. 

• It is foreign to my purpofe to hint at the arguments 
which eilabliih the truth of the Chriftian revelation. 
My only bufincfs is to declare, that all its doftrines and 
precepts are calculated to promote the happinefs of 
fociety, and the fafety and well being of civil govern- 
• mcnt. A Chriftian cannot fail of being a republican. 
The hiftory of the creation of man, and of the relation 
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of our fpecics to each other by birth, which is recorded 
in the Old Teftament, is the beft refutation that can 
be given to the divine right of kings, and the ftrongeft 
argument that can be ufed in favor of the original and 
natural equality of all mankind. A Chriftian, I fay 
again, cannot fail of being a republican, for every 
precept of the Gofpel inculcates thofe degrees of hu- 
mility, felf-denial, and brotherly kindnefs, which are 
diredily oppofed to the pride of monarchy and the 
pageantry of a court. A Chriftian cannot fail of being 
ufeful to the republic, for his religion teacheth Kim, 
that no man « liveth to himfelf."- And laftly, a 
Chriftian cannot fail of being wholly inofFenfive, for 
his religion teacheth him, in all things to do to others 
what he would wifh, in like circumftances, they fhould 
do to him. 

I am aware that I diffent from one of thole paradox- 
ical opinions with which modern times abound; and 
that it is improper to fill the minds of youth with 
religious prejudices of any kind, and that they fhpuld 
be left to choofe their own principles, after they 
have arrived at an age in which they are capable of%- 
judging for themfelves. v Could we preferve the mind 
in childhood and youth a perfect: blank, this plan of 
education would have more to recommend it; but this 
we know to be impoflible. . The human mind runs as • 
naturally into principles as it does after fads. It 
fubmits with difficulty to thofe reftraints or partial 

C 
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difcoveries which are impofed upon it in the infancy of 
reafon. Hence the impatience of children to be in- 
formed upon all fubjcfts that relate to the invifiblc 
world. But I beg leave to afk, why fhould we purfuc 
•a different plan of education with refpeft to religion, 
from that which we purfue in teaching the arts and 
* fciences ? Do we leave our youth to acquire fyftema 
of geography^ philofophy, or politics, till they have, 
arrived at an age in which they are capable of judging 
for themfelves ? We do not. I claim no more then- 
for religion, than for the other fciences, and I add fur- 
ther, that if our youth arc difpofed after they are of 
age to think for themfelves, a knowledge of one fyftemr, 
will be the befl means of condufting them in a free 
enquiry into other fyftems of religion, juft as an 
acquaintance with one fyftem of philofophy isthe beft 
introduftion to the ftudy of all the other fyftems in the 
-world. 

Next to the duty which young men owe to their 
Creator, I wifh to fee a regard to their country, incul- 
cated upon them. When the Duke of Sully became^ 
prime minifter to Henry the IVth of France, the firft' 
thing he did, he tells us, " Was to fubdue and forget 
« his own heart." The fume duty is incumbent upon 
every citizen of a republic. Our country included 
family, friends and property, and (hould be preferred 
to them all. Let our pupil be taught that he docs 
* not belong to himfelf, but that he is public property. 
Let him be taught to love his family, but let him be 
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taught,at the fame time, that he muft forfake, and even 
forget them, when the welfare of his country requires 
it* He mull watch for the ftate, as if its liberties 
depended upon his vigilance alone, but he muft do this 
iiX fuch a manner as not to defraud his creditors, or 
neglcdi his family. He muft love private life, but he 
muft decline no ftation, however public or relponfiblc 
it may be, when called to it by the fufirages of hit 
fellow citizens. He muft love popularity, but he muft 
defptfc it wKeu fet in competition with the di£i:ates of 
his judgement, or the real intereft of his country. He 
muft love charader, and have a due fenfe of injuries^ 
but he muft be taught to appeal only to the laws of 
the ftate, to defend the one, and punifli the other. He 
muft love family honour, but he muft be taught that 
neither the rank nor antiquity of his anceftors, can 
command refpeft, without perfonal merit. He muft 
avoid neutrality in all queftions that divide the ftate, 
but he muft fliun the rage, and acrimony of party fpir- 
it. He muft be taught to love his fellow creatures in 
every part of the world, but he muft cherifti with a 
more intenfe and peculiar affe£lion, the citizens of 
Pcnnfylvania and of the United States. I do not wifh 
to fee bur youth educated with a (Ingle prejudice againft 
jmy nation or country ; but we impofe a tafk upon 
human nature, repugnant alike to reafon, revelation 
and the ordinary dimenfions of tlie human heart, when 
we require him to embrace, with equal afFeftion, the 
whole family of mankind. He muft be taught to amafs 
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wealth, but it muft be only to cncreafe his power of 
' contributing to the wants and demands of the ftate. 
He muft be indulged occafionaily in amufements, but 
, he muft be taught that ftudy and bufinefs {hould be 
his principal purfuits in life. Above all he muft love 
life, and endeavour to acquire as many of its convenien- 
ces as poffible by iqduftry and economy, but he muft 
be taught that this life ** is not his own," when the 
fafety of his country requires it. Thefe are pradlica- 
ble leflbns, and the hiiiory of the commonwealths of 
Greece and Rome fhow, that human nature, without 
the aids of Chriftianity, has attained thefe degrees of 
perfeaion. 

- While we inculcate thefe republican duties upon our 
pupil, we muft not negleft, at the fame time, to infpire 
him with republican principles. He muft be taught 
th;it there can be no durable liberty but in a republic, 
and that government, like all other fciences, is of a 
progrei^ve nature. The chains which have bound this 
fcience in Europe are happily unloofed in America. 
Here it is open to inveftigation and improvement. 
While philofophy has protected us by its difcoveries 
froni a thoufand natural evils, government has unhap- 
pily followed with an unequal pace. It would be to 
diflionour human genius,only to name the many defefts 
which ftill exift in tlic beft fyftems of legiflation. We 
daily fee matter of a perifliable nature rendered 
durable by certain chemicaj operations. In like man- 
ner, I conceive, that it is pcflible to combine power in 
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fuch a way as not only to encreafe the happinefs^ 
tut to promote the duration of republican forms of 
government far beyond the terms limited for them by 
hiftory, or the common opinions of mankind. 

To aflift in rendering religious, moral and political 
inftruiSlion more effeftual upon the minds of our youth, 
it will be neceffary to fubje£l their bodies to phyfical dif- 
cipline. To obviate the inconveniences of their 
Hudious and fedentary mode of life, they Ihould live 
upon a temperate diet, confiding chiefly of broths, 
milk and vegetables. The black broth of Sparta, and 
the barley broth of Scotland, have been alike celebrated 
lor their beneficial eflFefts upon the minds of young 
people. They fhould avoid tafting Spirituous liquors. 
They fliould alfo be accuftomed occafionally to work 
with their hands, in the intervals of Study, and in the 
bufy feafons of the year in the country. Moderate 
fleep, filence, occafional folitude and cleanlinefs, fhould 
be inculcated upon them, and the utmoft advantage 
fhould be taken of a proper diredlion of thofe great 
principles in human conduft, — fenfibility, habit, 
imitations and aflbciation. 

The influence of thefe phyfical caufes will be power- 
ful upon the intellefts, as well as upon the principles 
and morals of young people. 

V To thofe who have ftudied human nature, it will 
not appear paradoxical to recommend, in this eflay, a 
particular attention to vocal mufic. Its mechapical 
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eScAs in civilizing the mind, and thereby preparing it 
for the influence of religion and governn^ent, have been 
fo often felt and recorded, tliat it will be unneccfTdry 
to mention fafts in favour of its ufefulnefs, in order to 
^xcite a proper attention to it, 

I cannot help bearing a teftimony, in this place, 
againft the cuftom, which prevails in fome parts of 
America, (but which is daily falling into difufe in 
Europe) of crouding boys together under one roof for 
tlie purpofe of education. The praftice is the gloomy 
remains of monkifh ignorance, and is as unfavorable to 
the improvements of the mind in ufeful learning, as 
mdhafteries are to the fpirit of religion, I grant thi$ 
mode of fecluding boys from the intercourfe of private 
families, has a tendency to make them fcholars, but our 
Dufinefs is to make thijm men, citizens and chriftians. 
The vices of young people are generally learned froin 
each other. The vices of adults feldom infeft 
tliem. By fcparating them from each other, therefore, 
in their hours of relaxation from ftudy, we fecure their 
morals from a principal fource of corruption, while we 
improve their manners, by fubjefting them to thofe 
Tcftraints which the difference of age and fex, naturally 
produce in private families. 

Fron\ the obfervations that have been made it is plain, 
that I confuler it is poflible to convert men into repub- 
lican machines. This muft be done, if we expe£k them 
to perform their parts properly, in the great machine 
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of the goremment of the ftate. That republic is fophif- 
ticated with mqtiarchy ot aiiftrocracy that does not 
revolve upon the wills of the people, and thefe muft be 
fitted to each other by means of education before they 
can be made to produce regularity and unifon in go- 
vernment. 

Having pointed put thofe general principles, which 
fhould be inculcated alike in all the fchools of the ftate> 
I proceed now to make a few remarks upon the method • 
of conducing, what is commonly called, a liberal or 
learned education in a republic. 

I fhall begin this part of my fubjedl, by bearing a> 
teftimony againft the common praftice of attempting 
to teach boys the learned languages, and the arts and^ 
fcience^ too eariy in life. The firft twelve years of 
life are barely fufficicnt to inftruft a boy in reading, 
writing and" arithipetic. With thefe, he may be taught 
thofe modern languages which are neceflary for him 
to fpeak. The ftate of the memory, in early life, is 
favorable to the acquifition of languages, efpecially 
when they are conveyed to the mind, through the ear- 
It is, moreover, in early life only, that the organs of 
fpeech yield m fuch a manner as to favour the juft 
pronounciation of foreign languages. 

Too much pains cannot be taken to teach our 
youth to read and write our American language with * 
propriety and elegance. The ftudy of the Greek 
language conftituted a material part of the literature 
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of the Athenians, hence the fublimity, purity and 
immortality of fo many of their writings. The ad- 
vantages of a perfeft knowledge of our language to 
young men intended for the profefTions of law, phyfic, 
or divinity are too obvious to be mentioned, but in 
a ftate which boafts of the firft commerxrial city in 
America, I wifh to fee it cultivated by young men, 
who are intended for the compting houfe, for many 
fuch, I hope, will be educated in our colleges. The 
time is paft when an academical education was thought 
to be unneceflary to qualify a young man for merchan- 
dize. I conceive no profeflion is capable of receiv- 
ing more embellifhments from it. The French and 
German languages fliould like wife be carefully taught 
in all our Colleges. They abound with ufeful' books 
upon all fubje£ls. So important and neceflary are 
thofe languages, that a degree fhould never be con- 
ferred upon a young man who cannot fpeak or 
tranflate' them. 

Connefted with the ftudy of languages is the 
ftudy of Eloquence. It is well known how great a 
part it conftituted of the Roman education. It is 
the firft accomplifhment in a republic, and often fetg 
the whole machine of government in motion. Let 
our youth, therefore, be inftrufted in this art. We 
do not extol it too highly when we attribute as much 
to the power of eloquence as to the fword, in bring- 
ing about the American revolution. 
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With the ufual arts ^nd fciences that are taught in 
<)ur American colleges, I wifh to kt a regular courle 
of leftures given upon Hiftory and Chronology^ 
The fcience of gevernmcrrt, whether it related* to' 
conftitutioris or laws, can only be advanced by a care- 
ful feleftion of fails, and thefe are to be found chiefly 
in hiftory. Above all, let oiir youili be inftru£le<i 
in the hiftory of the ancient republics, and the pro- 
grefs of liberty and tyranny in the differerit ftare^ of 
Europe. I wifh Ukewife to fee the numerous fa6):s 
that relate to the origin and prefent ftate of commerce, 
together with the nature and principles of Money, 
reduced to fuch a fyftem, as to be intelligible and a- 
greeable to a young man. If we confider the c6m> 
merce df our metropolis only as the avenue of the 
wealth of the ftate, the ftudy of it merits a ptace in 
a young man's education ; but, I cohfrder commerce 
in* a much higher light when I recommend the ftudy 
of it in republican feminaries. I view it as the beft 
fccurity againft the influence of hereditary monopolies 
of land, and, thereforcj the fureft protcftion' againft 
ariftocracy. I confider its effedls as next to- thofe 
of religion in humanizing mankind, and laftly, t 
view it as the means of uniting the different nation*' 
of the wodd togetlier by the ties of mutual wants' 
and obligations. 

Ghemiftry by unfolding to us' the effects of Heat' 
and mixture, enlarges our acquaintance with the 
wonders- of nature and the myfteries of art v hencr 

D 
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it has become, in moft of the univerfitics of Europe, 
a ^neceffary branch of a gentleman's education. In a 
young^country, where improvements in agriculture and 
manufaftures arc fo much to be defired, the cultiva- 
tion of this fciencc, which explains the principles 
of both of them, fhould be confidered as an objedt 
of the utmoft importance. 

Again, let your youth be inftrufted in all the 
means of promoting national profperity and inde- 
pendence, whether they relate to improvements in 
agriculture, manufaftures, or inland navigation. Let 
him be inftrufted further in the general principles 
of legiflation, whether they relate to revenue, or to 
the prefervation of life, liberty or property. Let 
him be direfted frequently to attend the courts of 
.juftice, where he will have the bed opportunities 
of acquairing habits of comparing, and arranging 
his ideas by obferving the difcovery of truth, in 
the examination of witnefTes, and where he will hear 
the laws of the ftatc explained, with all the advan- 
tages of that fpecies of eloquence which belongs to 
the bar. Of fo much importance do I conceive it 
to be, to a young man, to attend occafionally to the 
dccifions of our courts of law, that I wifh to fee 
our colleges eftablifhcd, only in county towns. 

But further, confiderhig the nature of our con- 
nection with the United States, it will be neceffary 
to make our pupil acquainted witli all the prerogatives 
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©f the national government. He mud be inftruftcd 
in the nature and variety of treaties. He muft 
know the diiFerence in the powers and duties of the 
feveral fpecies of amba/Tadors. He muft be taught 
wherein the obh'gations of individuals and of ftates 
are the fame, and wherein they differ. In fhort, he 
muft accquire a general knowledge of all thofe laws and 
forms, which unite the fovereigns of the earth, dt 
feparate them from each other. 

I beg pardon for having delayed fo long to fay 
any thing of the feparate and peculiar mode of 
education proper for women in a republic. I am 
fenfible that they muft concur in all our plans of 
of education for young men, or no laws will ever 
render them effeftual. To qualify our women for 
this purpofe, they fhould not only be inftrufted lU 
the ufual branches of female education, but they 
fhould be taught the principles of liberty and go- 
vernment ; and the obligations of patriotifm fhould 
be inculcated upon them. The opinions and conduft 
of men are often regulated by the women in the 
moft arduous enterprizes of life j and their approbation 
is frequently the principal reward of the hero's 
dangers, and the patriot's toils. Befides, the firft 
impreflions upon the minds of children are gene- 
raly derived from the women. Of how much con- 
fequence, therefore, is it in a republic, that they 
fhould think juftly upon the great fubjefts of liberty 
and government ! 
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The complaints thatliave bjeen made againft religion^ ■ 
liberty and learning, have been, againft each -of thenji 
in a fcparate ftate. Perhaps like certain liquors, 
they (liould only be ufed in a ftate of mixture. 
They mutually aflift in corredling the abufes, and 
in improving the good effcfts of each other. From 
the combined and reciprocal influence of religion, 
liberty and learning upon the morals, manners and 
knowledge of individuals, of thefe, upon govern- 
ment, and of government, upon individuals, it ia 

• 

impoflible to meafure the degrees of happinefs and 
perfcftioH to which mankind may be raifed. For 
my part, I can form no ideas of the golden age, fo 
much celebrated by the poets, more delightful, than 
the contemplation of that happinefs which it is now 
in ,the power of the legiflature of Pennfylvania to 
confer upon her citizens, by eftablifliing proper modct 
itmd places of education in every part of the ftate. 
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iGREEK LANGUAGES^ AS A BjRAN.CH OF LIBERAIi 
EDUCATION, WITH HINTS OF A PLAN OF LIBERAL 
INSTRUCTION, WITHOUT THEM, ACCOMMODATED 
TO THE PRESENT STATE OF SOCIETY, MANNERS, 
AND GOVERNMENT IN THE UNITED STATES. 
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T requires the recoUeftion of efcapes from a 
lion and a bear, to encounter the ftrong and 
vniverfal prejudice, in favor of the Latin aad Greek 
knguages, as a neceflary branch of liberal education* 
If, in combating this formidable enemy of human 
reafon, I fhould be lefs fuccesful than the Hebrew 
ftripling was in contending with the giant of tlie 
Philiftines, I hope it will be afcribed wholly to the 
want of fkiU to direft arguments, which, in other 
bands, would lay this tyrant in the dull. ^ 

I fhall attempt to difcufs tliis queftion, by firft dclivr 
ering a few general propofitions. I fhall afterwards 
apply thefe propofitions, and anfwer fuch arguments as 
are ufually urged in favor of the Latin and Qreek 
languages as neceflary parts of an academic education. 

I. yhe great defign of a liberal education is, to 
prepare youth for ufefulnefs here, and for happiuefg 
hereafter. 
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TH. The proper time for acquiring the neccffary 
branches of knowledge for thefe important purpofes, 
is in the firft eighteen years of life. 

III. From four to five years are ufually fpent 
in acquiring a competent knowledge of the Latin 
and Greek languages. 

IV. Tlie knowledge of things always preceeds the 
knowledge of words.- Children difcover the truth 
of this obfervation every day. They know all the 
objcfis around them, long before they are able to 
call them by their proper names, or even, to arti- 
culate founds of any kind. It is fuppofed that 
children acquire -more ideas of things in the firft 
three years of their lives, than they acquire in any 
thirty years afterwards. 

V. The acquifition of words leflens the ability 
. of the mind to acquire ideas. That underftanding 

muft have uncommon ftrength, which does not 
contraft an oblique direftion by being employed 
four or five years in learning the Latin or Greek 
languages. 

VI. The difficulty of acquiring thofe 4P^^ 
languages, and the little pleafure which accompanies 
the knowledge of them in early life, occafion the 
principal obflacles to teaching, in maflers, and 
and learning, in fcholars. 
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The famous Bufby is faid to have died of ** bad 
Latin;'* that is,, the ungrammatlcal verlions of his 
fchblars broke his heart. How few boys relifh Latin 
and Greek leflbns ! The pleafure they fometimes 
difcover in learning them, is derived either from the 
tales they read, or from a competition, which awak- 
ens a love of, honour, and which might, be dif- 
played upon a hundred more ufeful fubjeds ; or it 
may arife from a defire of gaining the good wirf 
of their mafterg or parents. "Where thcfe incentives 
arc wanting, how bitter does the ftudv of languages 
render that innocent period of life, which fecms cx- 
clufively intended for happinefs ! " I wifh 1 had 
never been born," faid a boy of eleven years old, to 
his mother : ** why, my fon ?" faid his mother. '< Bc- 
caufe I am bom into a world of trouble." " What 
*^ trouble,'* faid his mother fmiling, " have you 
" known, my fon ?" — « Trouble enough, mamma,** 
faid he, ** two Latin leffons to get, every day." This 
boy was not deficient in genius nor in application to 
books. He often amufed himfelf in reading natural 
and ancient hiftory, was inquifitive after knowledge 
of every kind, and was never heard to alk a foolilh or 
impertinent queftion. 

VII. Many fprightly boys of excellent capacities for 
ufeiul knowledge, have been ip difgufted with the dead 
languages, as to retreat from the drudgery of fchools, 
to low company, whereby they have become bad mem- 



24 OBSERVATIONS ON THE STUDY OF THE 

bers of focicty, and entailed mifery upon all who 
have been connefted with them. 

yill. The Latin ami Greek languages are the firft 
tefts of genius in fchools. Where boys difcover a 
want of capacity for them, they are generally taken 
from fchooi, or remain there the butts of their com- 
panions. Dr. Swift early difcovered a want of taftc 
for the dead languages. It would be unjuft to men- 
tion this faft, without afcribing it to the voice of 
reafdil and nature fpeakirig in this- great man. Htf 
had no rclifh fot thQ hulks of literature. Truth and 
knowledge were alone commenfurate to the dignity 
and extent of his raind. 

JX. The ftudy of fome of the Latin and Greek 
claflics is unfavourable to moral?, and religion. In- ' 
delicate amours, and (hocking vices both of gods 
^nd men, fill many parts of them. Hence an early 
and ^ngerous acquaintance with vice 5 an^ hence, 
from ah aflbciaiion of ideas, a diminflied refpeft 
for the unity and perfe£lions of the true God. 
Thofe claflics which are free from this cenfure, 
contain little elfe but tfie hiftories of murders, per- 
petrated by kings, and related irt fuch a manner 
as to excite pleafure and admiration. Hence the 
univerfal preference of the military charaftcr to all 
others. — To the fame caufe we may afcribe the 
early pafTion for a cockade in fchooi boys 5 and the 
the frequent adoption of the principles and vices of 
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armies, by young men \^ho ate deftined for other 
profefrion^*^- 

X. The (ludy of the Latin and Greek languages 
is improper in the prefent ftate of fociety and 
government in United States. While Greek and 
Latin are the only avenues to fcience, education 
will always^ be confined to a few people. It is 
only by rendering knowledge univerfal, that a re- 
publican £oTiu of govemmeat can be prefer ved in 
our country. 

I fhall hereafter mention other reafons why the 
ftudy of thefe languages is improper in a peculiar 
manner in. die United States* 

XI. The cultivation of the Latin and Greek lan- 
guages is a great obffacle to the cultivation and 
perfe£tion of the Engliih language. 

XH. It- is likewife one of the greateft obftruftions 
that has ever been thrown in the way of propagating, 
iifeful knowledge. 

On each of thefe two laft propofitions I fhalf 
treat more fully in another place. 

I proceed uow to confider the principle argumentsr* 
that have been urged in favour of the Latin and 
Greek languages, as neceflary parts of a liberal 
education. 

E 
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I. A knowledge of the Latin or Greek grammar^ it 
has been faid, is neceflary for our becoming acquainted 
with Englifh grammar. There was a time when the • 
authority of a great name impofed this opinion upon 
me, and even led me publicly to adopt it, but I am 
now fatisfied that it is wholly deftitute of truth. 
I have known many bachelors and mailers of arts> 
who were incorredl Englifli fcholars, and many per- 
fons of both fexes, ignorafit of the dead languages^ 
who both wrote and fpoke Englifh, agreeably to the 
ftrifteft rules of modern grammar. Indeed I cannot 
help afcribing the late improvements in the Englifh 
language chiefly to the negle£l of the Latin and Greek 
languages. The Greek is fuppofed to be the moft 
perfeft language both in its conftru£lion and harmony, 
that has ever been fjpoken by mortals. * Now this 
language was not learned through the medium of any 
other. Hence it was acquired and fpokeh with 
equal propriety by all ranks of people, and not lefs by 
an apple woman, than by the celebrated orators of 
Greece. In that highly favoured nurfery of human 
genius, the avenues to knowledge were not obftrucSl:- 
cd by two or three dead, or even foreign languages ; 
nor was the precious feafon of youth, when memory 
is moft faithful, and curiofity moft active, mis-fpent 
in learning words. Heftce the fame of ancient 
Greece in arts and fciences, and hence the fublimity 
of the orations of Demofthenes, and of the poems 
€f Homer. There was nothing in the compoGtion 
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of the blood, or in the ftrufture of the nerves of the 
ancient Greeks, -which gave them a pre-eminence over 
the reft of mankind. It arofe entirely from their 
being too wife to waftc the important years of edu- 
cation m learning to call fubftances, by two or three 
difierent names , inftead of ftudying their qualities and 
ufes. T he conftruftion of the Englifh, differs mate- 
rially from that of the Latin and Greek languages ; 
and the attempt to accommodate it to the Greek 
and Roman grammars has checked its imptovcment in 
many inftances. I hope to prove hereafter, that a 
knowledge of grammar, like a knowledge of pro- 
nunciation, ihould be learned only by the ear in early , 
life. The praftice of teaching toys Englifh grammar, 
through the medium of a dead language, is as abfurd, as 
it would be for a parent to force his child to chew peb- 
bles or mahogany, in order to prepare its gums or 
teeth to mafticate bread and meat. 

2. We are told that the Roman and Greek authors 
are the only perfeft models of tafte and eloquence, 
and that ^it is neceflary to ftudy them, in order to 
acquire their tafte and fpirit. Strange language indeed ! 
what ! did nature exhauft herfelf in Greece and Rome ? 
Are the ancients the only repofitories of the great 
principles of tafte and genius? Irejeft the fuppofitionj 
and will venture to affert, in oppofitlon to it, that we 
fliall never equal the fublime and original authors of 
antiquity until we ceafe to ftudy them. 
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Nature is always the fame. Let us yield to her infpir 
ration alone, and avail ourfelves of allufions to the many 
difcoverics which have lately been made in her works. 
Shakefpeare owes his fame, as a fublime and original 
poet, to his having never read (as is generally believed) 
a Latin or Greek author. Hence he fpoke from nature, 
or rather, nature fpoke thro' him. But it flipuld bt 
remembered that ai:t, as well as nature feeds the flame 
of genius. By neglecting the ancients, we may bor- 
row imagery from the many ufeful and well known 
arts which have been the inventions of modern ages, 
and thereby furpafs the anticnts in the variety and 
^ffeft of our compofitious. It is to this paflion for 
ancient writers that we are to afcribe the great want of 
originality, that marks too many of the poems of mod- 
ern times. A judicious critic has obferved, that the 
defcriptions of Spring, which are publiflied every year 
in England, apply chiefly to tlie climates of Greece and 
tlie neighbourhood of Roipe. This is the natural 
effeft of a fervilc attachment to the ancient poets. It 
infcnfibly checks invention and leads to imitation. 
Tiie pleafure with which the poems of the fhoemaker, 
the milk-maid, and the Ayrefhire ploughman, have been 
read by all clafles of people, proves thar an acquaintance 
with the Greek or Roman poets, is not neceflary to 
infpire juft ideas, or to produce harmony in poetry. 
Dr. Swirt, as an author, owes nothing to the ancients » 
He has attained to what Pope calls the " majefty" and 
what Lord Shaftefbury calls tlie " diviiienefs" of finiT 
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fiicity in writing. All his compofitions, exemplify 
his own perfeft .definition of ftylc. They confift of 
*f proper votd? in their proper places." I have heaxd 
of a learned gentlemen in Scotland, who, when any of 
his friends prppofed tp introdiice a ftranger to him, afk- 
ed only, asa,proof of his tafte for compofition, whether 
he adniired Dr. Young^s Night Thoughts ? Were 
I to receive a vifitor upon fimilar terms, my only 
queftion (hould be, ** does he admire the ftyle of Dr, 
« Swift;" 

^ Under this head I fhall only add, that the moft 
intimate acquaintance with the Roman and Greek 
writers will not produce perfeftion of ftyle in men who, 
are devoid of tafte and genius. Hence we fometimes 
find the moft celebrated teachers of the Latin and 
Greek languages extremely deficient in EngKfli compo- 
fition. I acknowledge that Milton, Addifon, Hume, 
Middleton and Bolingbroke, whofe ftyles have been 
fo much admired, were all Latio and Greek fcholars. 
But in thefe authors, a native ftrength of genius, and 
tafte preferved their writings from the afFeftation and 
otfcurity which are imparted to Englifli compofitions, 
by an adherence to the grammars and arrangement of 
the Latin and Greek languages. 

3. It has been faid that we cannot know the ufe or 
meaning of thofe numerous Englifh words which arc 
derived from the Latin and Gieek, without a know- 
ledge of thofe languages. To this I may anfwer, that 
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what proves too much, ptovcs nothing at all. The 
argument that has been mentioned, proves that a 
knowledge of the Celtic, the Saxon, the German, the 
French, the Italian and the Dutch, is ncceflary to ena- 
ble us to underftand the ufe of many Engli{h words; 
for far the greateft part of them are derived from thofe 
languages, l^ut I objeft further to this argument, 
that if a knowledge of the derivation of Englifli words 
from the Greek and Latin languagfes, fhould be follow- 
ed by a ftrift regard to their original meaning, it would 
lead us into many miftakes. The derivation of the 
word " angel'* would lead us to contemplate a meflen- 
ger, inftead of a perfe£l finite intelligence The 
derivation of the word " rebellion" would lead us to 
contemplate a war commenced by a conquered people : 
inftead of a refiftance to the juft authority of govern* 
ment. Many other inftances of fimilar incongruity 
might be mentioned between the meaning of certain 
Englifti words, and their Roman and Greek originals. 
I conclude therefore that a knowledge of the derivation 
of words is not rieceflary to teach us their proper ufe 
and meaning. Oiftom, which is the law and rul^ of 
'fpeech, and what ;V, inftead of what ^^wW^^ common, 
will always govern the ufe of words. "Where cuftom 
is unknown, modern Englifli diftionaries will fupply 
its place. 

Here I beg leave to repeat that the ftudy gf the 
Greek and Latin languages by the Englifli nation 
has been one of the greateft obftruftions, that ever 
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has been thrown in the way of tlie propagitioH of 
ufeful knowledge. By rendering our language uniiitel' 
ligible to the grcateft part of the people who hca 
or read it, it has made it an improper vehicle of 
jnftruflion. The orations of Dcmofljienes, we are 
told, were, like eaithtjuakes in ancient Greece. They 
flwved whole nations. The rcifou of this is plain. 
Be never ufed a fmgle word in any of them, biU 
what was alike intelligible to all elalTes of his hearers. 
The cffcO: o£ Indian eloquence upon the councils and 
wars of the favages in America, depeada wl.olly 
Upon its being perfectly underftood and felt by evtry 
member of their communities. It has often beca 
remarked that in England no play will fuccecJ 
^rithout a£lion, while feniiment alone infures the 
loudefl: claps of applaufe, in the theatres of France. 
The reafon of this is obvious. .'The Englilh lan- 
guage requires aftion to tranllate it, to half the 
common audience of a theatrej whereas the French 
language, which is umform and Aationaryf is uu- 
derftood, and, of courfe, the fentimeiic which i* 
conveyed by it, is felt and enjoyed by all who hear 
it . The writings of Voltaire are quoted by tl,c 
hairdrefTers and milliners of Paris, becaufe they aie 
■written in the fimple language of the country, while 
many of the moll celebrated Briliili authors cannot 
be underftood by common readers, without the help 
of a dictionary ox interpreter. Riclinrdibn and 
Fielding are an exception to this remark. They 
are alike intelligible and acceptable to tlie learned aiiJ 
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unlearned, inafmuch as they havfe conveyed all their 
ideas in plain, but decent Englifh ii^ords. The po- 
pularity of the methodift preachers may be afcribed 
in part to their fpeaking in a language that is intel- 
ligible to the common people. It is true, ftiany of 
them are deficient in education, but this deficiency 
appears more in art ignorance of the conftrudlion 6f 
the Englifh language, than in the proper ufe of 
Englifli words, and perhaps this may be afcribed 
chiefly to their extempore mode of preachings It is 
happy for 'fome of thofe churches where the Latin and 
Greek languages are confidered as neceflary parts for 
education in their clergy, that part of the public worfhip 
of God is confined to reading the fcriptures, and ta 
forms of prayer, both of which are written in Englifh, 
and are intelligible to every clafs of hearers. Such 
congregations are not left to the mercy of their preach- 
ers in every part of divine fervice. A pious woman 
in London who heard her minifter fpeak of the Deity, 
by the name of the great Philanthropift, aiked when 
fhe came home, what heathen god Philanthropift was ? 
There are few fermons compofed by Latin and Greek 
fcholars in which there are not many hundred words, 
that are equally unintelligible to a majority of their 
hearers. Hence I cannot help thinking that were John 
the Bapti{^ to appear again in our world, and to fend 
to fome of our doftors of divinity, or to many of our 
young preachers to enquire after the figns of their 
divine miflion, few of them could adopt the anfwer 
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01 our Saviour and fay that to the poor tlie gofpel was 
** preached." It will require a total ignorance of the 
Latin and Greek languages, or an uncommon mixture 
of good fenfe and piety in a preacher who is acquaint- 
ed with them, to addrefs an audience in fuch a manner 
as to be pcrfedlly underftood by the illiterate part of 
them. 

I wifh to prefs the confiderationS that have been 
mentioned under this head, home to the feelings of 
the friends of virtue and religion. It has been detoon- 
ftrated, that the ftudy of the ancient cUfTics is hurtful 
to morals. It is equally plain that the corruption of 
our language by the conftant fubftitution of words of 
Greek and Latin origin, to thofe which had become 
familiar and univerfal, from long ufage, has greatly re- 
tarded the progrefs of knowledge of all kinds, but in 
a more efpecial manner, a great proportion of that 
fpecies of it which is delivered from the pulpit. I 
appeal to the confciences of minifters of the gofpel of 
all denominations, whether, inftead of expofing their 
their candidates for the miniftry, to temptation from 
that kind of learning « which pufFeth up, without 
" edifying,"^ it would not be better to direft them 
to employ the time ^Vhich is ufually mif-pent iit 
acquiring it, in ftudying the fcriptures, and in making 
themfelves mafters of the Englifh language ? It is im- 
poffible to tell what great improvements would bd made 
by thefe means in moral happinefs in the United 

States. 

F 
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4. We are told that a knowledge of the Greek and 
Roman languages, is neceffary to enable us to under- 
ftand the frequent allufions that are made by Englifli 
writers to the mythology of thofe ancient nations. 
To this I anfwer, that the lefs we know of this fubjeft, 
the better ; for what is the hiftory of the ancient fables^ 
but an agreeable defcription of frauds — rapes — and 
murders, which, while they pleafe the imagination, 
Ihock the moral faculty ? It is high time to ceafe from . 
idolizing the idolatry of Greece and Rome. Truth 
alone is knowledge, and fpending time in ftudying 
Greek and Roman fiftions, is only labouring to be 
more ignorant. If there is any moral contained in 
thefe fiftions, it is fo much involved in obfcurity, as 
not to be intelligible to a young man at that time of 
life in which he ufually becomes acquainted with them. 
Happy will it be for the prefent and future generations, 
if an ignorance of the Latin and Greek languages, 
fhould banifli from modern poetry, thofe difgraceful 
invocations of heathen gods, which indicate no lefs a 
want of genius, than a want of reverence for the true 
God. I fhall only add in this place, that the beft 
writers in the Englifli language feldom borrow allu- 
fions from the mytliology of the Greek or Roman 
nations. Richardfon and Fielding have pafTed them by, 
and lience arifes another reafon why the works of thofe 
authors are fo univerfally intelligible and acceptable t<\ 
to all claiTes of readers. 
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^ 5. It has been faid, that the Latin language has 
become a necelTary part of liberal knowledge, inas- 
m uch as the European nations have by common con- 
fcnt made it the vehicle of their difcoveries. This 
argument hadfome vi^eight while fcience confined on- 
/ learning what was known 5 but fince the enquiries 
of phllofophers have been direfted to new objefts of 
obfervation and experiment, the Latin language has 
not been able to keep pace with the number and ra- 
pidity of their difcoveries. "Where (hall we find Latin 
words to convey juft ideas of the many terms which 
cleftricity — chemiftry — navigation — and many other 
fcience s have introduced into our modern languages ? 
It is from experien ce of the infufficiency of the Latin 
language for this purpofe, that moft of the modem na- 
tions of Europe have been obliged to adopt their own 
languages, as the vehicles of their difcoveries, in 
fcience. If this argument had been acknowledged to 
have weight in Europe, it {hould, from local circura- 
ftances, have no weight in America. Here we have 
no intercourfe with any part of Europe, except her com- 
mercial feaports, and in thefe, all bufmefs is tranf- 
afted in modern languages. America, with refpeft 
to the Tiations of Europe, is like the new planet, 
with refpeft to thofe, whofe revolutions h^ve long 
been defcribed in the folar fyftem. She is placed at 
too great a diftance from moft of them, to be within 
the influence of a reciprocal exchange of the rays of 
knowledge. Like a certain animal, defcribcd>by tlic 
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naturalifts, flie muft impregnate herfelf. But whilq 
ihe retains a friendly intercourfe with Great Britain, 
all the valuable difcoveries which are publifhed in Latin, 
in any part of Europe, will be tranfmitted to her 
through the medium of Englifh tranflations. 

6. It has been faid that a knowledge of the Latiij 
and Greek languages is neceffary to the learned pro- 
feflions of law— phyfic — and divinity. To this I an- 
fwer, that the moft ufeful books in each of thefe pro- 
feflions are now tranllated, or writtca in Englifli, in 
confequence of which, knowledge in law — phyfic— 
and divinity has been greatly multiplied and extended. 
I fee no ufe at prefent for a knowledge of the Latin 
and Greek languages, for a lawyer, a pbyfician, or a 
divine, in the United States, except it be to facilitate 
the remembrance of a few technical terms which may 
be retained without it. Two of the mpft celebrated and 
-fuccefsful lawyers in the IJnited States, are ftrangers 
to the Latin language. An eminent phyfician, who 
fpent feveral of the years, of his youth in learning this 
language, has aflured me, that he had not more than 
three times in his life found any advantage from it. 
Very few phyficians^ I believe, (profefTprs of medecine 
only excepted, who are obliged to review Latin thefe;s 
previoufly to their publication) retain their knowledge 
of this language, after they become eftabliflied in bufi^- 
nefs, and if they do, it is preferved lefs from neceffity, 
than from vanity, or a defire of reviving, by reading 



LATIN AND GREEK LANGUAGES. 3^ 

the claflics, the agreeable idcKs of the early and inno- 
cent part of thek lives. 

I know that it is commonly believed, that a know- 
ledge of the Greek language, is neceffary to enable a 
divine fully to underftand the New Teftament. But 
I objeft to this opinion, that the moft ufeful and ncr 
ceffary parts of this divine book are intelligible to the 
loweft capacities in its prefent Englifh drefs : and I 
believe further, that there have been as many difputes 
among the critics, about the meaning of words, and 
about editions and tranflations of the New Teftament, 
as there have been among unlearned chriftians about 
the meaning of its obfcure and difficult paffages. If 
a knowledge of the Greek language be neceffary to 
enable a divine to underftand the New Teftament, 
it follows, that a critical knowledge of all the 
dialefts in which the different parts of it were origi- 
nally compofed, is equally neceffary for the fame pur- 
pofe ; and, if neceffary to a divine, why not to the 
common people, for they are equally interefted in 
all the truths of revelation ? The difficulties and ab- 
furdities into which we are led by this propofition, are 
too obvious to be mentioned. 

We are very apt to forget the age in which we live. 
In the fifteenth century, all the knowledge of Europe 
was locked up in a few Greek and Latin maniifcripts. 
In this confined ftate of knowledge, an acquaintance 
with the Latin language was thought to be neceffary 
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to Civilize the human inind — Whence the teachers of 
It acq'iired tlie title of «« profeffors of humanity *' in 
the European univerGtics. But we Hve in an age in 
which knowledge has been drawn from its dead repo- 
Ctories, and difFufed by the art of printing, in living 
languages, through every part of the world. Jluma- 
nity has therefore changed fides. Her gentlenels is 
now altogether in favour of modern literature. 

We forget not only the age, but the country likCi* 
wife in which we live. In Europe many ancient con- 
ftitutions — ^laws — treaties — official letters — and even 
private deeds, are written in Latin — whence the know- 
kdge of it has fometimes been found ufeful for ftates- 
men and lawyers — but all the conftitutions, laws, 
treaties, public letters, and private deeds of the United 
States, are written in Engliftx \ and of courfe a know-* 
kdge of the Latin language is not neceffary to un-» 
derftand them. It is therefore as ufelefs in America, 
a& the Spanifti great-coat is in the ifland of Cuba, of 
.$Jie Dutch foot-ftove, at the Cape of Good Hope. 

We forget further the difference of occupation be* 
tween the inhabitants of the prefent, and of the fifteenth 
century. Formerly public prayers and war were the 
only bufinefs of man : but fince agriculture, manufac- 
tures and commerce, have afforded fuch different and 
profitable employments to mankind, there cannot be 
greater folly than to learn two languages which are no 
yrajs connedled with the advancement of any of them. 
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** I once thought health, the greateft blelTing in the 
" world/' faid Mr. Rittcnhoufe to the author of this 
effay, " but I do not think fo now; There is one thing 
** of much greater value, and that is time." T!u3 
cpinibn of our excellent American philofoplier, is true 
every where, but in a more efpecial manner in the 
United States. Here the opportunities of acquiring 
knowledge and of advancing private and public intereft 
are fo numerous, and the rewards of genius and in- 
^uftry fo certain, that not a particle of time fiiould be 
mis-fpent or loft. We occupy a new country. Our 
principal bufinefs fhould be to explore and apply- its 
refourccs, all of which prefs us to enterprize and hade* 
Under thefe circumftanccs, to fpend four or five years 
in learning two dead languages, is to turn our backs 
upon a gold mine, in order to amufe ourfelves in 
catching butterflies. 

It is agreeable -to hear of the progrefs of human 
reafon in tlie gradual declenfion of the ufual metliod* 
of teaching the Latin and Greek languages within the 
laft forty years in Europe. Formerly boys were 
obliged to commit whole volumes of Latin and Greek 
poetry to memory, as the only means of learning thofc 
languages. Nor was this all ; they were obliged to 
compofe Latin verfes, without the leaft regard being 
paid to genius, or tafte for poetry. The laft aft of 
fchool tyranny, was to compel boys to read the ancient 
claflics without the help of tranflations/ All thefe 
methods of teaching the dead languages arc now laid^ 
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afide. The next ray of truth that irradiates humati 
reafon upon this fubjeft, I hope will teaeh us to reje£k 
the Latin and Greek languages, altogether, as branches 
of a liberal education; 

The progtefs of human reafon flibuld like wife be 
acknowledged in having banifhed Latin and Gteefc 
quotations from fermons, and other religious trzcksi 
^hich ate intended for the common people. Such 
quotation^ are td be found only in books of fcience, 
addrefled to the members of the learned profefTions, Of 
to perfons who are fuppofed to be acquainted with the 
Latin and Greek languages. 

There are certaia follies, like the objects of fight, 
which cannot be feen .when the eye is placed too near 
them. We are ftruck with p;ty and horror in con- 
templating the folly difcovered by our anceftofs in their 
military expeditions to the holy land of Paleftine. The 
generations which are to follow us, will probably view- 
bur partiality to the claflic ground of Greece and Rome^ 
with fimilar emotions. We laugh at the credulity of 
thofe nations who worfliipped apes and crocodiles, 
without recollefting, that future ages will treat our 
fuperftitious veneration for the ancient poets and ora-i 
tors, with the fame ridiculci Pofterity, in reading the 
hiftory of the American revolution, will wonder that 
in a country where fo many exploits of wifdom and 
virtue were performed, the human uriderftan<ling was 
fettered by prejudices i» favour of the Latin and Greek 
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knguages. But I hope with the hiftory of this folly^ 
fome hiftorian will convey to future generations, that 
many of the moft aftive and ufeful charadiers in 
accompUChing this revolution, were ftrangers to thij 
formalities of a Latin and Gteek education^ 

It IS high time to diftingulfli between a philofophcf, 
and a fcholar, between things and words. ^' He 
*^ was educated at the college of " faid a gentle- 
man to his friend, (peaking of a young mari who was 
known to them both. " Yoii mean Sir,'* replied hi^ 
friend, " he got his learning at the college of- — -; but 
<^ as to education, he appears to have received none 
« any where." This young man was an excellent 
Latin and Greek fcholar, but knew nothing of men, 
or things. 

Let it not be fuppofcd from any thing that has b^il 
here advanced, tlat I wifli the knowledge of the Latin 
and Greek languages to be extinft in the world. Far 
from it. My wifti is to fee it preferved, like tjie know-* 
ledge of law, or medicine^ as a diftinft profeflion. Let 
the perfons, who devote themfelves to the ftudy of thefe 
languages, be called linguifts, or interpreters, and let 
them be paid for their tranflations and explanations of 
Latin and Greek books, and other compofitions in 
thofe languages* No more confidence will be placed 
by the public, in the members of this new profeflion, 
than is daily placed in lawyers and phyficians, in 
matters of much greater importance ; nor will more 

G 
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credit be given to them^ than we are accuftomed to give 
to travellers and hiftorians. There can be no more 
reafon why every man fhould be capable of tranflating 
or judging of a Latin or Greek book, than there can 
be why every man fhould be a lawyer or a phydcian, 
or why he fliouldbe obliged to vifit Conftantinople or 
Grand Cairo, in order to become acquainted with the 
fituation of thefe two great cities. If this method of 
preferving and applying the dead languages (hould be 
adopted, young men will learn them as they do law and 
phyfic, by ferving an apprenticefhip, inftead of going 
to fchooL 

The following advantages would immediately attend 
Ae Tejeftion of the Latin and Greek languages a» 
branches of a liberal education. 

- I. It would impiwve, and finally perfedl the Englifli 
Kirigoage, by checking th^ irtcreafe of thofe fuperfluous 
ihyrds which are derived from the I^itin and Greek 
laiigiiagti; What ufe have we for feftivity — celebrity 
•—hilarity — ^amenity — and a hundred other duplicate 
woiidsV with which Johnfon and Harris have corrupted 
and weakened our language, and which arc unintelli- 
gfcfe'^o thfee fourths of common Engliih readers ? 
The rfejeftion of the ahdlent languages, would further 
banifli Latin and Greek words, fuch as, exit, fecit ^ 
ixdtdk'y ptnxitf acme, j/iniff bona fide y ipfo faEtOy advalo^ 
reniy and a hundred others, equally difgufting, from 
Englifli compoiitions. It would moreover preferve 
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our language from encroajchments of French and Ita- 
lian words, fuch as eclat — amateur — douceur^-en pajfmnt 
— corps — dilettanti — con cuore — piano and many others^ 
all of which impair the uniformity and dignity of the 
Englifh language. 

1* Therejeftion of the Latin and Greek langaugcs 
from our^hoolsj would produce a revolution in fcience, 
and in human affairs. That nation which fhall firft 
fhake off the fetters of thofc ancient languages, will 
advance further \n knowledge, and in happinefs, in 
twenty years, than any nation in Europe has done, in a 
hundred. 

3. It will have a tendency to deftroy the prejudices 
of the common people againft fchools and colleges. 
The common people do not defpife fcholars, becaufe 
they know more, but becaufe they know lefs than them- 
fclves. A mere fcholar can call a horfe, or a cow, by 
two or three different names, but he frequently knows 
nothing of the qualities, or ufes of thofe valuable 
animals. 

4. It would be the means of baniflring pride from 
our feminaries of public education. Men are generally 
moft proud of thofe things that do not contribute to 
the happinefs of themfelves, or others. Ufeful know- 
ledge generally humbles the mind, but learning, like 
fine clothes, feeds pride, and thereby hardens the hu- 
man heart* 
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5. It would greatly cncreafc the number of ftudcnts 
in our colleges, and thereby extend the benefits of 
education through every part of our country. The 
excellency of knowledge would then be obvious to every 
body, bccaufc it would be conftantly applicable to 
fomc of the neceffary and ufeful purpofea of life, and 
particularly to the fecurity and order of wife and juft 
government. 

6. It would remove the prefent immenfe difparity 
which fubfifts between the fexes, in the degrees of their 
education and knowledge. Perhaps one caufe of the 
mifery of many families, as well as communities, may 
be fought f®r in the mediocrity of knowledge of the 
women. They (hould know niore or lefsj^ in order to 
be happy themfelves, and to communicate happinefs 
to others. By ceafing to make Latin and Greek a 
neceffary part of a liberal education^ we open the doors 
for every Ijpecies of improvement to the female part of 
fociety : — hence will arife new pleafures^m their com- 
pany,— .and hence, too, we may expedi a general 
reformation and refinement, in the generations which 
are to follow us ; for principles and manners in all 
focieties are formed chiefly by the women. 

It may he afked here, how fhall we employ thofe 
years of a boy, that are now ufually fpcnt in learning 
the Latin and Greek languages ? I ihall endeavour to 
anfwer this queftion by laying down a fhort plan of a 
liberal Englifh education. In this undertaking, I ihaU 
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ftrive to forget for a while all the fyftcms of education 
I have ever feen, and fuggeft fuch a one as is founded 
in the original principles of a£tion in the human mind. 

I. Let the firft eight years of a boy's time be em- 
ployed in learning to fpqak, fpell, read and write the 
Englifh language. For this purpofe, let him be com- 
mitted to the care of a maftcr, who fpeaks corrc£ily at 
all times, and let the books he reads, be written in a 
fimplc and correct ftyle. During thefe years, let not 
an Englifh grammar by any means be put into his 
hands. It is to mod boys, under even twelve years 
of age, an unintelligible book. As well might we 
contend, that a boy Ihould be taught the names and 
number of the humours of the eye, or the mufcles of 
the tongue, in order to learn to fee, or to fpeak, as be 
taught the Englifli language, by means of grammar. 
Sanchoj in attempting to learn to read, by chewing the 
four and twenty letters of the alphabet, did not exhib- 
it a greater abfurdity, than a boy ot feven or eight years 
old does, in committing grammar rules to memory, in 
. order to underftand the Englifh language. Did we 
wifh to defcribe a (hip, fo as to have all its parts perfeGly 
and fpecdily known, would we begin, by defcribing its 
detached parts in a fhip-yard, or a rope-walk? Or would 
we not firft fix every part in its proper place, and then 
explain the names and ufes of thefe parts, by fhewing 
their fubferviency to each other? In like manner, I af* 
firm, that the cpnftruftion of our language fhould be 
learned by a careful attention to the places and ufes of the 
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different parts of fpeech in agreeable compofitions, and 
not by contemplating them in a disjointed ftate in 
an Englifli grammar. But I wHl add further, that 
grammar fhould be taught only by the ear. Pro- 
nounciation, which is far more extenfive, and dif- 
ficult, is learned only in this way. To teach con- 
cord in the arrangement of words, let the maftcr 
converfe with his pupils as well as hear them read, 
and let him diftinftly mark and correft every devi- 
ation from grammatical propriety which they utter. 
This method of teaching grammar has been tried with 
fuccefs in the families of feveral gentlemen of my 
acquaintance. It is both rational, and prafticable. It 
has, nioreover, the authority of the wife Greeks to re- 
commend it. Homer, Xenophon, Demofthenes and 
Longinus, I believe, were all taught to fpeak, read, 
and write their native language, without the incum- 
brance of a Greek grammar. I do not mean by any 
thing that has been advanced, to infinuate that our 
pupil fhould not be inftrufted in the principles and laws 
of our language. I have referved this part of know- 
ledge to a much later period of his youth, at which 
time he will acquire it almoft as foon as Moliere's 
" Citizen turned Gentleman," learned to diftinguifli 
between profe and poetry. He will find that he is in 
poffeflion of this knowledge, and that the bufinefs of 
his matter will be only to give names to things with 
which he is already acquainted. 
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Under this head, I fhall only add, that the perfec- 
tion of the ear, as an avenue of knowledge is not 
fufliciently known. Ideas acquired throu gh tliat or- 
gan, arc much more durable, than thofe acquired 
by the eyes. We remember much longer \Vhat we 
hear, than what we fee ; hence, old men recollefl: 
voices, long after they forget faces. Thcfc fafts arc 
capable of great application to the bufinefs of educa- 
tion. 

Having provided our pupil with a vehicle of know- 
ledge, by teaching him to read and write, our next 
bufinefs fliould be to furnifh him with ideas. Here 
it will be neceffary to remark, that the human mind in 
early life firft comprehends fubftances. From thefc it 
proceeds to aftions, from aftions to qualities, and 
from qualities to degrees. Let us therefore in edu- 
cation, follow this order of nature, and begin by in* 
ftrufting our pupil in the knowledge of fubftances, or 
things. For this purpofe, let us initiate him into the 
knowledge of the globe on which he exifts, by teach- 
ing him 

2. Natural hiftory. This ftudy is fimple and truly 
delightful. Animals of all kinds are often the fubjeda 
of converfation -and difputes among boys in their 
walks and diverfions. But this is nor all ^ this ftudy 
is the foundation of all ufeful and pra£tical knowledge 
in agriculture^ manufaftures and commerce, as well a» 
in philofophy, chemiftry, and medecine. By making 
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natural hiftory the firft ftudy of a boy, we imitate 
the conduct of the firft teacier of man. The firft 
leiTon that Adam received from his Maker in Para- 
dife, was upon natural hiftory. It is probable that 
the dominion of our great progenitor over the brute 
creation, and every other living creature, was founded 
upon a perfeft knowledge of their names and qualities, 
for God appears in this, as well as in other inftances, 
to have afted by the inftru mentality of human rea- 
lon. — ^Where a mufeum is wanting, all that is ne- 
ceflary for a boy to know of animals and fifties — infefts 
— trees and herbs, may be taught by means of 
prints. 

3. Geography, is a fimple fcience, and ^accom- 
modated to the capacity of a boy under twelve years 
of age. It may be perfedlly underftood by means of 
cards — globes— and maps; for each of thefe modes 
of conveying inftru6^ion, feizes upon the fenfes and 
imagination. The frequent application which a boy 
is obliged to make of his knowledge in geography, 
in reading, and converfation, will foon fix it upon 
his memory, and from the time and manner in which 
he will acquire it, he will never forget it. 

I allow four years to be employed in acquiring 
thrfc two fundamental branches of knowledge. After 
our pupil has become tolerably well acquainted with 
them, he fliould be inftruded in the 
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4. French and German languages. Th«fe will be 
Vquaily neceffaiy, whether commerce — phyGc — law or 
Hivinity is the purfuit of a young man. They ftiould 
be acquired only by the ear. Great care (houM be 

n HOC to permit him to team thefe languages be- 
fore he is iveclve years old, otherwife he will contract 
fc much of the French and German accent as wilJ 
itnpair the prononciation of his native tongue. 

5. Arithmetic, and fome of the -norc Cmple 
branches of the mathematics fliould be acquired be- 
tween the twelfth and fourteentli years of his life. 

6. Between his fourteenth and eighteenth ycaraj 
he Qiould be inftrufted in grammar' — oratory— crid- 
cifm — the higher branches of mathematics — philofophy 
— chemiftry — logic — metaphy fics — chro nolog y — h ifl o- 
ry — government — the principles of agricuhure, and 
manufaiSures — and in every thing clfe that is ncceflary 
to qualify him for public ufefuhiels, or private hap- 
pinefs. 

7. I know it TS common to introduce what is called 
Moro! Philofophy'vato a fyftem of liberal education. The 
iiame of this fcience is derived from the Pagan fchoola. 
The ftudy of it conftituted a materia! part of thci 
learning. Inftead of continuing this anti-chriftia^lj 
toiode of teaching morals, I would propofe a courfe 1 
le£tures to be given upon the evidences, doflrines andJ 
fmepts of the Chriftian religion. The laft part of thisl 

H 
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courfe might be made to include the whole circle of 
moral duties, and from the conne£tion it would have 
Vfiih the evidences and doftrines of Chriftanity it 
would produce an in^preffion upon tlie underftanding 
Mrhich no time or circumftances woijld ever wear away. 
It is by negleding to teach young men the Chrif- 
tjan reUgion as a fcience, or by the feparation of its 
inorals from its principles, tjbat colleges have become in 
fo many inftances the nurferies of infidelity. 
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J^xiroB of letter frmt the. reverend Mr. James Muir^ 
pi^ffgif^i of tie Modemy rf Akxojidria in Virgimay ta the 
\^t^9ny 4ai^ July 294 175^1* 

^ T HAVE read with fatlsfaflion, in the Mufeum^ 
: X «« yourobfervaUons on ftudying the learned lan- 
*^ guages. There is little tafte for them in this place. 
♦< In our academy, where there are near ninety 
*f ftudent^, not above nineteen are poring over Latin 
<^ and Greek. One of th^fe nineteen wasi lately 
*« addreiTed by a ftudent qf Arithmetic in the follow- 
« ing lan]E;uage-^Pi:ay, Sir, can you refolve me, by 
'« yx)ur Latin,^ this queftipn. If one bulhel of corn coft 
^ foij^r {hillings^ ^hat qoft fifty bufhris.?-— A demand 
•^. of this- kind from % yQiub, is to me a prppf of the 
« tafte of Aoi^ricans in.the-prefqat d^^y, M?ho prefer. 
«< the ufeful to the ornan^ntaU^ 
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ANSWER to the foregoitfg letter j coniaining further 
obfervatioHs Upon thejiudy of the Ldttn and Greek /iw- 
gUaget. 
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Dear Sir, 

T gave me great plcafure to find, by your 
polite letter of July 29th, that my opinions, 
upon the fubjedk of the Latin and Greek languages, 
have met with your approbation 5 and that the young 
gentlemen who compo^p your academy had difcovercd 
fo much good fenfe in preferring t^feful to ufekfs, or, at 
beft, ornamental literature. 

I have read all the replies that have been puUifhed 
to my opinions : and am more confirmed in the truth 
of them, than ever, by the weaknefs and fallacy cf the 
objeftions that have been made to them. The ftylc 
of fome of thofe replies has eftabliflied one of my pro- 
pofitions in the moft forcible manner. It has demon- 
Arated that a knowledge . of tlie dead languages docs 
not confer tafte or elegance in tha Englifli language, 
any more than it does good breeding, or good temper, 
I except from this remark the candid and ingenious 
letters publifhed in the Federal Gazette, faid to be 
written by Dr. Sruber, of this city. 

To perfuade men, that white is blacky or black, ivhitty 
it is neceflary fometimes to make them believe that they 
are grey. The mind requires a refting point, in paffing 
from error to truth, upon many fubjefis. I fhall avail 
myfelf of this weaknefs in human nature, and take the 
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liberty of fuggefting a method bf teaching the LatiQ 
9nd Greek languages^ which I conceive, will be ac- 
commodated to the prefent ftate of the prejudices of, 
our countrymen in their favour. 

The la|^e~Ih-. franklin ufe4 to fay, that the learmng 
of a dead or foreign language might be divided: into 
ten parts. That it required ^ve only to learn %o read 
it-— /even to ipiefak it— and the whole ten to write it. 
l>Jow', when we confider how feldom, we are called 
upon to Jpeak or write the Latin or Greek languages, 
fuppofe we teach our boys only to rea^ them. Thi^ 
will cut off one half the difficulty of learning them, and 
and enable a toy to acquire as" much of fo/^> in two 
years, as will be neceflary for him. He will, moreover, 
by this plan, be able to read more of the claffics thai^ 
are read at prefent in our fchools. The claffics are 
now read only for the fake of acquiring a knowledge 
olF the conftru£lion of the languages in 'whicli they are 
written ; but by the plan I have propofcd, they woul(^ 
be read for the fake of the matter they contained, and 
there would be time enough to read each book from 
its beginning to its end* At prefent, what boy ever 
reads all the -^nead of Virgil, or the Iliad of Mbmer ? 
In fhort, few Tjoys ever carry with them from fchool, 
any thing but a fmattering pf the claflics. They peep 
into a dozen of them; but are taught to attend to everjF 
thing they contain, more than to the fubjccls which ^xp 
^reatedof by them. 
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In the way I have pTopofed, a boy would be able 
to tranflate all the l^atiii and Greek books he would 
meet with, and frona the pcrfedl knowledge he would 
acquire of them at fchooJ, he would probably retain 
that knowledge as long as he lived. 

To carry this mode c£ teaching the Latin and Greek 
languages into efteft, it is abfoluiely receflary that a 
boy fliould firft be inftruflcd in hi/lery and geography. 
Let him read an account of the rife, progrefs, and fall 
pf the Greek and Roman nations; aiid examine, upon 
fnaps, the countries they inhabited and conquered, and 
their languages will foon become interefting to hini- 
The negle£l of this natural and eafy mode of inftruc 
tion, is an inveiGon of all order. The abfurdity of it 
■was once happily cxpofed by a boy of eight years old, 
who, with a Latin Grammar in bin hand, gravely aflccd 
his father, " yi\\o made the Latin language, and what 
f* was it made for ?" Had this boy been previoufly 
inftruiSed in the Roman ■ hillory, he would not have 
nfked fuch a queflion. Confideringhis age, it was as 
natural, as it was fooliih. 

There is no play common among children, that 
flrikes me with an idea of half the foIJy that I am ftruck 
with, every time I look into a Latin fcbool, and fee 
thirty or forty little boys pinioned down to benches, and 
declining nouns, conjugating verbs, or writing Latin 
yerfions. I confider the higlieft attainment in this 
kind of learning, as nothing more than fuccefsful dof- 
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nmong them a knowledge of the blcfflngs of Civiliiatidii 
and religipfl. 

We have lately fecn a large portion of power 
wrefted from the hands of kings and priefts, and ex- 
ercifcd by its lawful owners. Is it not high time to 
wrcft the power over the education of our youth, out 
bf the hands of ignorant or prejudiced fchoolmafters, and 
place it in the hands of men of more knowledge and 

experience in the affairs of the world ? We talk much 

• • . ■ . 

of oar being an enlightened people ; but I know liot 
with what reafon, while we tolerate a fyftemof educa- 
tion in oiir fchools, which is as difgraceful to the 
human underftanding as the moft corrupt tenets or 
pradlices of the pagan religion^ or bf the Turkifh go^ 
vemmexit. 

With great rcfpefl: for your charafier, as well as for 
your prefent hbnourable and ufeful employment, I 
am, dear fir, 

Tour friend and ihoft obedient fervant. 

BENJAMIN RUSH; 
Philadelphia^ Auguft 24, 1791^ 
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Dear Sir, 

THE laft lime I had the pleafure of being in 
your company, you did me the honour to re- 
queft my opinion upon the Amosements and Pdnish- 
MENTS which are proper for fchools The fubjefls 
e of a very op poCte nature, but I fliall endeavour 
to comply with your wiihes, by fending you a few 
thoughts upon each of them. I am furc you will 
not reje£i: my opinions becaufe they are contrary to 
received praflices, for I know that you are accuf- 
tomed to think for yourfelf, and that every propo- 
' fition that has for its objefts the interefts of humanity 
and your country, will be treated by you with atten- 
tion and candor. 

I (hall begin with the fubjefts of Amusements. 
Montefquieu informs us that the esercifes of the laft 
day of the life of Epaminondas, were the fame as his 
amufements in his youth. Herein we have an epi- 
tome of the perfe£tion of education. The amufe- 
ments of Epaminondas were of a military nature ; 
but as the profeflion of arms is the bufincfs of only 
fmail part of mankind, and happily much lefs 
I 
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neceflary In the United States than in ancient 
Greece, I would propofe that the amufeftients of our 
youth, at fchopl, ihould confift of fuch ei^ercifes atf 
will be mofl fubfervient to their future employments 
in life. Thefe are; i. agriculture; 2. mechanical 
occupations; and 3. the bufinefs of the learned pro?- 
feilions. 

I. There is a variety in the employments of agri- 
culture which may readily be fuited to the genius, 
tafte, and ftrength of young people. An experiment 
has been made of the efficacy of thefe employments, 
as amiifements, in the Methodift College at Abing- 
ton, in Maryland ; and, I have been informed, with 
th« happieft efFefts". A large lot is divided between 
the fcholars, and pretniums are adjudged to thofe of 
them who produce the mod vegetables from their 
grounds, or who keep them in the beft order. 

II. As the employments of agriculture cannot af- 
ford amufement at all feafons of the year, or in cities 
I would propofe, that children fhould be allured to 
to feek amufcments in fuch of the mechanical art& 
as are fuited to their ftrength and capacities^ "Where 
is the boy who does not delight in the ufe of aham- 
mer—^a chiflel— or a faw ? and who has not enjoy- 
ed a high degree of pleafure in his youth, in con- 
ftrudling a miniature houfe ? How amufing are the 
machines which are employed in the manufaftory of 
cleathing of all kinds ! and how full 6i various en- 
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tertainment are the mixtures which take place in the 
chemical aits ! each of thcfe might be contrived upon 
fuch a fcale, as not only to amufe young people, but 
to aflFord a profijt to their parents or matters. The 
Moravians, at Bethlehem in our ftate, have proved 
that this propofition is not a chimerical one. All the 
amufements of their children are derived from their 
performing the fubordinate parts of feveral of the 
mechanical arts ; and a coniiderable portion of the 
wealth of that worthy and happy fociety is the pro- 
^uO: of the labour of their little hands.— f- 

If, in thefe amufements, an appeal Ihould be 
made to that fpirit of competition which is fo com- 
mon among young people, it would be the means of 
producing more pleafure to the children, and more 
profit to all vho are connefted with them The 
wealth of thofe manufacturing towns in England, 
which employ the children of poor people, is a proof 
of what might be expected from conneQing amufe- 
mcnt and labour together, in all our . fchools. The 
produft from the labour obtained in thi^ way, from 
all the fchools in the United States, would amount 
to a fum which would almoft exceed calculation. 

III. To train the youth who are intended for the 
learned profeiEons or for merchandize, to the duties 
of their future employments, by means of ufeful 
amufements, which arc related to, thofe employments, 
will be imprafticable ; but their amufements may be 
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derived from cultivating a fpot of ground 5 for where 
is the lawyer, the phyfician, the divifie, or the mer- 
chant, who has not indulged or felt a paiTion, in 

fome part of his life, for rural improvements ? ^In- 

deed I conceive the feeds of knowledge in agrir 
culture will be moft produdlive, when they arc 
planted in the minds of this dafs of fcholars. 

I have only to add under this head , that the com- 
mon amufemcnts of children have no cpnneftion 
with their future occupations. Many of them injure 
their cloaths, fome of them wafte their ftrength, and 
impair their health, and all of them prove more or lefs, 
the means of producing noife, or of exciting angry 
paf&ons, both of which are calculated to beget vulgar 
manners. The Methodifts have wifely banifhed 
every fpecies of play from their college. Even the 
healthy and pleafurable exercife of fwimming, is not 
permitted to tlieir fcholars, except in the prefence 
of one of their mafters. 

Do not think me too drift if I here exclude 
gunning from among the amufements of young men. 
My objeftions to it are as follow. 

I It hardens the heart, by inflifting unneceflary 
pain and death upon animals. 

2. It is unneceflary in civilized fociety, where 
animal food may be obtained from domeftic animals^ 
with greater facility. 
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3. It ciMirumcs a great deal of time, and thiw ^ 

creates habits of Idlencfs. 

4. It frequently leads young men into low. 



bad 



company. 



. By impoGng long abftinence from food, it lead* 
to intemperance in eating, which naturally leads to in- 
temperance in drinking. 

. It expofes to fevers, and accidents. TliC news- 
papers are occaConaily filled with melancholy account! 
of the latter, and every phyCciau muft have met with 
lirequent and dangerous inftances of the former, in 
the courfe of his praiKce. 

I know the early ufe of a gun is recommended in 
pur country, to teach our young men the ufe of fire- 
arms, and thereby to prepare them for war and battle. 
But why ftiould wc infpire our youth, by fuch exer- 
cifes, with hoftile ideas towards their fellow crea- 
tures ? — Let us rather inftiil into their minds fcntt- 
ments of univerfal benevolence to men of all nations 
uid colours. "Wars originate in error and vice^v 
Let us eradicate thefe, by proper modes of educ3tion^<|| 
wars will ceafe to be necefiary in our country.! 
The divine author and lover of peace '■ will thcui^ 
« fufier no man to do us wrong ; yea, he will re- 1 
** prove kings for our fake, faying, touch not my ] 
t* anointed and do my people no harm." Should i 
|he nations with whom war is a trade, approach our 
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coafts, they will retire from us, as Satan did froin 
our Saviour, when he came to aflault him ; and fo? 
the fame reafon, becaufe they will " find nothing ip ' 
•' us" congenial to their malignant difpofitions » for the 
flames of war can be fpread from one nation to ano- 
ther, only by the conducting mediums of vice an4 
error. 

I have hinted at the injury which is done to the 
health of young people by fome of their amufementsj 
but there is a praftice common in all our fchools, 
which does more harm to their ^ bodies than all the 
aiv>ufem^;ijts that can be named, and that is, obliging 
them to fit too long in one place^ or crowding too 
many of them together in one room. By oceans of the 
former, the growth and fhape of the body have been 
impaired ; and by means of the latter, the feeds of 
fevers have often been engendered in fchools. In the 
courfe of my bufincfs, I have been called to many 
hundred children who have been feized with indifpo- 
fiiions in fchool, which evidently arofe from the ac- , 
tion of morbid effluvia, produced by the confined 
breath and perfpiration of too great a number of 
children in one room. To obviate thefe evils, chil- 
dren fliould be permitted, after they have faid their 
leflbns, to amufe themfelves in the open air, in fome 
of the ufeful and agreeable exercifes which have been 
mentioned. Their minds will be ftrengthened, as 
weH as their bodies relieved by them. To oblige a 
fprightly boy to fit /even hours in a day, witli his 



PROPER FOR SCHOOLS. fij 

little arms pinioned to hia fides, antl his neck unna- , 
turally bent towards his book \ and for no eritni .'• 
what ciuelty and folly are maniftftcd, by fuch an alfl 
furd mode of inftrucling or governing yonng pcoJ 
pie I 

I come next to fay a few words upon the fub- 
"jc£t of PDNisHMENTs which arc proper in fchoots. 

In barbarous ages every thing partook of the cora- 
plesion of the times. Civil, eccleliaftical, military, 
ind domeftic piiniflimcnts were all of a cruel nature. 
With the progrefs of reafon and chriftianity, punifli- 
ments of all kmds have become tefs fevcre. Soli- 
tude and labour are now fubftituted in many countries, 
with fuccefs, in tJie room of the whipping-pod and 
the gallows. — The innocent infirmities of human 
nature arc no longer profcribcd, and puniflied by the 
church. Difcipline, conGfting in the vigilance of 
officers, has Itflened the fuppofed tieceffity of military 
executions ; and hulhands — fathers — and mailers now 
blulh at the hiftory of the times, when wives, chi!- 
, and fervantB, were governed only by force. But 
unfortunately this fpirit of humanity and civilization 
has not reached our fchools. The rod is yet the 
principal inftrumeiit of governing tJjem, and a fchool- 
mafter remains the only defpot now known in free 
countries. Perhaps it is becaufe the little fubjefVs of 
their arbitrary and capricious power have not been 
in a condition 10 compliui, 1 Ihall endeavour there- 
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fore to plead their caufe, and to prove that corpo- 
ral puiiilhments (except to children under four or 
five years of age) arc never neceflary, and always 
hurtful, in fchools. — The following arguments I hope 
will be fufficicnt to eftablifh this propofition. 

1. Children arc fcldom fent to fchool before they 
are capable of feeling the force of rational or moral 
obligation. They may therefore be deterred from 
committihg offences, by motives lefs difgraceful 
than the fear of corporal punifliments. 

2. By correcting children for ignorance and negli- 
gence in fchool, their ideas of improper and imt?toral 
aftions are confounded, and hence the moral faculty 
becomes weakened in after life. It would not be 
more cruel or abfurd to inflift the punifhment of the 
whipping-poft upon a man, for not drefling fafhionably 
or neatly, than it is to ferule a boy for blotting his 
copy book, or mif-fpelling a word. 

3. If the natural affection of a parent is fometimes 
infufHcient, to reftrain the violent efFe£i:s of a fudden 
guft of anger upon a child, how dangerous mufl the 
power of corre£ting children be when lodged in the 
hands of a fchool-mafter, in whofe anger there is no 
mixture of parental afFeftion ! Perhaps thofe parents 
aft mofl wifely, who never truft themfelves to inflift 
corporal punifliments upon their children, after they 
are four or five years old, but endeavour to punifh, and 
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reclaim thenfi, by confinement, or by abridging them 
of fome of their ufual gratifications, in drefs, food or 
amufemeHts. 

4. Injuries are fometimes done to the bodies^ 
and fometimes to the intelle'fts of children, by cor- 
poral punifhments. I recollefi, when a boy, to have 
loft a fchool-mate, who was faid to have died in 
confequence of a fevete whipping he received in fchool. 
At that time I did not believe it poflible, but from 
what I now know o?the difproportion between the vio- 
lent emotions o£the mind, and the ftrength of the body 
in bhildreh, I am difpofed to believe, that not only 
ficknefs, but that even death may be induced, by the 
Convulfions of a youthful mind, worked up to a high 
fenfe of fhame and refentment. 

The efFefts of thumping the head, boxing the ears, 
and pulling the hair, in impairing the intellefts, by 
means of injuries done to the brain, are too obvious 
to be mentioned. 

5. Where there i&Jhamey fays Dr. Johnfon, there 

may be virtue. But corporal punifhments, inflicted at 

fchool, have a tendency to deflroy the fenfe of fhame, 

and thereby to deftroy all moral fenfibility. The boy 

that has been often publicly whipped at fchool, is 

under great obligations to his maker, and his parents, 

if he afterwards efcape the whipping-poft or the gal* 

lows. 

K 
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6. Corporal punifliments, infliflcd at fchobl, tend 
to beget a fpirit of violence in boys towards each other, 
which often follows them through life ; but they more 
certainly beget a fpirit of hatred, or revenge, towards 
their mailers, which too often becomes a ferment of 
the feme baneful paflions towards other people. 
The celebrated Dr, afterwards Baron Haller declared, 
that he never faw,. without horror, during the remain- 
ing part of his life, a fchool-mafter, who had treat-^ 
ed him with unmerited feverity^ when he was only ten 
years old. A fimilar anecdote is related of the famous 
M. de Condamine. I think I have known feveral 
inftances of this vindiftive, or indignant fpirit, to 
continue towards a cruel and tyrannical fchool-mafter^. 
in perfons who were advanced in life, and who were 
other wife of gentle and forgiving difpofitions* 

7 , Corporal punifhments, inflifked at fphools, beget 
a hatred to inftruftion in young people. I havq fome- 
times fufpefted that the Devil, who knows how great 
an enemy knowledge is to his kingdom, has had the 
addrefs to make the world believe thdit Jerruling, pulling 
2Lnd boxiftg earSf cudgelling^ horjing^ &c. and, in boarding- 
fchools, a little Jlarvingy are all abfolutely neceflary 
for the government of young people, on purpofe 
that he might make both fchools, and fchool-mafters 
odious, and thereby keep our world in ignorance ; for 
ignorance is the beft means the Devil ever contrived^ 
to keep up the number of his fubjecls in our world. 
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Z^ Cotpdral punifhments are i^t only hurtful, but 
altogether nnneceflary, in fchools. Some of the ihoft 
celebrated and fuccesful fchool-mafters, that I have 
known, never made ufe of them. 

9. The fear of corporal puniflihients, by debilitating 
the body, produces a correfponding debility in the 
mind, which contrafts its capacity of acquiring know- 
ledge. This capacity is enlarged by the tone which 
the inind acquires from the action of hope, love, and 
confidence upon it ; and all thefe paffions might eafi- 
ly be cherifhed, by a prudent and enlightened fcbool- 
mafter. 

10. As there fliould always be a certain ratio be- 
tween the ftrength of a remedy, and the excitability of 
the body in difeafes, fo there (hould be a fimilar ratio 
between the force employed in the government of a 
fchool, and the capacites and tempers of children. 
A kind rebuke, like frefti air in a fainting fit, is calcu- 
lated to aft upon a young mind with more effcft, than 
ftimulants of the greateft power 5 but corporal punifh- 
ments level all capacities and tempers, as quack-me- 
dicines do, all conflitutions and difeafes. They 
difhonour and degrade our fpecies ; for they fuppofe a 
total abfencc of all moral and intelleftual feeling from 
the mind. Have we not often feen dull children fud- 
denly improve, by changing their fchools ? The 
reafon is obvious. The fuccesful teacher only 
accommodated his manner and difcipline to the 
capacities of his fcholars% 
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II. I conceive corporal punifhments, inflided m 
an arbitrary manner, to be contrary to the fpirit of 
liberty, and that they fhould not be tolerated in a free 
government. Why fhould not children be protedied 
from violence and injuries, as well as white and black 
fervants ? — ^Had I influence enough in our legiflaturcf 
to obtain only a fingle law, it fhould be to make the 
punifhment for flriking a fchool boy, the fame as for 
affaultrng and beating an adult member of fociety^ 

To all thefe arguments I know fome well difpofed 
people will reply, that the rod has received a divine 
commilFion from die facred Scriptures, as the Uiftru- 
ment of correfting children. To this I anfwer that 
the rody in the Old Teftament, by a very common figure 
in Rhetoric, flands for punifhments of any kind, juft 
as the fwordi in the New Teflament, flands for the 
faithful and general adminiftration of juflice, in fuch 
a way as is moft calculated to reform criminals, and 
to prevent crimes 

The following method of governing a fchool, I 
apprehend, would be attended with much better ef- 
fe£ks, than that which I have endeavoured to fhew to 
be contrary to reafon, humanity, religion, liberty, and 
the experience of the wifefl and befl teachers in thcf 
world. 

Let a fchool-mafler endeavour, in the fidl place, to 
acquire the confidence of his fcholars, by a prudent 
deportment. Let him learn to command his pafTions 
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and temper, at all times, in his fcliool, — Let him treat 
the name of the Supreme Being with reverence, as 
often as it occurs in books, or in converfation with 
his fcholars. — ^Let him exa£b a refpeSful behaviour 
towards himfeif, in his fchool ; but in the intervals of 
fchooj hours, let him treat his fcholars with gentlenefs 
and familiarity. If he (hould even join in their amufe- 
ments, he would not loofe, by his condefccnfion, any 
part of his authority over them. But to fecure their 
affeftion and refpedl more perfectly, let him, once ©r 
twice a year, lay out a fmall fum of money in pen- 
knives, and books, and dillribute them among his fcho- 
lars, as rewards for proficiency in learning, and for 
good behaviour. If thefe prudent and popular metfurcs 
ftould fail of preveating ofiences at fchool, then let 
the following modes of punifhment be adopted. 

1. Private admonition. By this mode of rebuking, 
we imitate the conduct of the divine Being towards his 
oiFending creatures, for his Jir/l puni(hment is always 
inflifted privately, by means of the ^ilJ voice of con- 
fcience. 

2. Confinement after fchool-hours are ended; but 
with the knowledge of the parents of the children. 

3. Holding a fmall fign of difgrace, of any kind, in 
the middle of the floor, in the prefence of a whole 
fchool. 
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If thefe puniflitnents fail of reclaiming, a bad boy, he 
(hould be difmiffed from fchool, to prevent his cor- 
rupting his fchool-mates. It is the bufinefs of parents^ 
and not of fchool-mafters, to ufe the laft means iot 
eradicating idlenefs and vice from their children. 

The vrorld was created in love. It is fuftained by 
Jove. Nations and families that are happy, are made 
fo only by love. Let us extend this divine principle, 
to thofe little communities which we call fchools. 
Children are capable of loving in a high degree. They 
may therefore be governed by love. 

The occupation of a fchool-mafter is truly dignified. 
He is, next to mothers, the moft important member of 
civil fociety. Why then is there fo little rank con-s 
nefked with that occupation ? Why do we treat it 
with fo much negleft or contempt ? It is becaufe the 
voice of reafon, in the human heart, aflbciates with it' 
the idea of defpotifm and violence. Let fchool-maftcrs 
ceafe to be tyrants, and they will foon enjoy the refpeck 
and rank, which are naturally connefted with their 
profeflion. 

We are grofly miflaken in looking up wholly to our 
governments, and even to minifters of the gofpel, to pro- 
mote public and private order in fociety. Mothers and 
fchool-mafters plant the feeds of nearly all the good 
and evil which exift in our world. Its reformation 
mull therefore be' begun in nurferies and in fchools* 
If the habits we acquire there, were to have no influence 
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open our future happinefs, yet the influence they have 
upon our governments, is a fufficient reafon why we 
ought to introduce new mpdes, as well as new objedls 
of education into our country. 

You have lately been employed in an attempt to 
perpetuate our exiftcnce as a free people, by eftablifh- 
iHg the means of national credit and defence ; * but 
thefe are feeble buliVarks againft flavery, compared 
with habits of labour and virtue, diffeminated amonir 
our young people. Let us eftablifh fchools for this 
purpofe^ in every townfliip in the United States, and 
conform them to reafon, humanity, and the prefent 
ftate of focicty in America. Then, Sir, will the 
generations who are to follow us, realize the precious 
ideas of the dignity and excellence of republican forms 
of government, which I well recolle£t you cherifhed 
with fo much ardor, in the beginning of the American 
revolution, and which you have manifefted ever fince, 
both by your public and private conduft. 

We fuffer fo much from traditional error of various- 
kinds, in education, morals, and government, that I 
have been led to wifli, that it were poiTible for us to 
have fchools eftabliflied, in the United States, for 
teaching the art of forgetting, I think three- fourths of 
all our fchjool-mafters, divines, and legiflators would 

♦ Mr. Clymer was one of the Reprefenta fives of Pcnnfylvania, in thc- 
firft Congrefs of the United Statts whkh met ia llz^f Vork, in the 
year 1789. 
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profit very much, by fpcnding two or three years in 
fuch ufeful inftitutlons.' 

An apology may feem neceflary, not only for the 
length of this letter, but for fame of the opinions 
contained in it. I know how apt mankind are to 
brand every propofition for innovation, as vifionary 
and Utopian. But good men fhould not be difcouraged, 
by fuch epithets, from their attempts to combat vice 
and error. There never was an improvement, in any 
art or fcience, nor even a propofal for meliorating the 
condition of man, in any age or country, that has not 
been confidered in the light of what has been called, 
fince Sir. Thomas More's time, an Utopian fchefne* 
The application of the magnet to navigation, and of 
fleam to mechanical purpofes, have both been branded 
as Utopian projefts. The great idea in the mind of 
Columbus, of exploring a new world, was long viewed, 
in moll of the courts of Europe, as the dream of a 
vifionary failor. But why do we go to an cient times,, 
for proofs of important innovations in human af&irs 
having been treated as Utopian fchemes. You and 
I recolleft the time, when the abolition of negro flavery 
in our ftate, as alfo when the independence of the 
United States, and thfe prefent wife and happy confed- 
eracy of our republics, were all confidered by many of 
our fober prudent men, as fubjcfts of an Utopian 
nature. 
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tf thofc henefa£lore of mankind, who have levelled 
tnountains in the great road of human life, by the 
difcQveries or labours which have been mentioned^ 
have beeen ftigmatized with obloquy, as viGonary 
projectors, why (hould an inJividual be afraid of 
fimilar treatment, who has only attempted to give to 
that road, &om its beginning, a ftraight dire£tion> 

If but a dozert men like yourfelf, approve of my 
opinions, it will overbalance the mod illiberal oppofi- 
tion they may meet with, from all the learned vulgar 
of the Uniied States. 

For the benefit of thofe perfijns who coufider opinion^ 
fas improved, like certain liquors, by time •, and who 
arc oppofed to innovations, only becaufe they did not 
occur to their anceftors, I Ihall conclude my letter with 
an anecdote of a minifter in London, who, after em- 
ploying a long fermon, in controverting what he 
fuppofed to be an heretical opinion, concluded it with 
the following words, " I tell you, I tell you my bro 
•' thren, — I tell you agatn,-^that an old error is bcttet 
« than a new truth." 

With great regard 1 am. 
Dear Sir, 

Your 'a (incerdy^ 
BENJAMIN RUSrt*! 
'Philadelphia, Aiigiijl lofll, t^^Q-. 



74 



ON 'THBUmCUSKUENTS, &C. 



■p.' R Since writing the above letter, an ingenious 
German ^end of mine has informed me, that a curious 
iroxit'has lately appeared in Germany, entitled, <^ A 
« treatife on human mifisry^" written by :a: Mr. Salz- 
man^^'icnlightsned fcliobl-maftcr., it\ which ^ fftriking 
Tiewviji[ giv«n: pf the mifery infllfled upon p^vt of the 
humannoceiy by the preffpnt-abfur^ and.cruel^toodes of 
' condudling education in public fchools. The author 
c6ncludes this part of his ."work, my friend informs me, 
with' a dream, in which he. beholds with ineffable joy' 
the avengiog angel defcending from heaven, and after- 
wards confuming in an immenfe bonfire, certain abfurd 
fchooM)ooks,.anda///^^fV'tf in^'tlieworld. .. 
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Thoughts upon female education, acco^modaj- 
ed to the present sjaje oj society, manners, 
and government, in the united states of 
AMERICA. Addressed to the visitors of the 

YOUNG ladies' ACADEMY IN PHILADELPHIA, 28th 
JULY, 1787, AT THE CLOSE OF THE QUARTEJLtY 
EXAMINATION, AND AFTERWARDS PUBLISHED AT 
THE REQUEST OF THE VISITORS. 
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GENTLEMEN, 

HAVE yielded with diffidence to the folicita* 
tions of the Principal of the Academy, in 
undertaking to exprefs my regard for the profperity of 
this feminary of learning, by fubmitting to your candor^ 
a few Thoughts upon Female Education. 

The firft remark that I Ihall make upon this fubjcd, 
is, that female education ftiould be accommodated to the 
ftate of fociety, manners, and government of the coun^ 
try, in which it is conduced. 

This remark leads me at once to add„that the educati- 
on of young ladies, in this country, fhould be condu£led 
upon principles very diiFerent from what it is in Great 
Britain, and in fome refpefts, different from what it wa$ 
when we were part of a monarchical empire. 

There are fcveral circumftances in the fituation, em- 
ployments, and duties of women in America, which 
require a peculiar mode of education. 
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I. The early marriages of our women, by contrading 
the time allowed for education, renders it necefTary to 
contrad its plan, and to confine it chiefly to the more 
uf<?iul branches of literature, 

II. The ftate of property in America, renders it 
neceflfary for the greateft part of our citizens to employ 
themfelyes, in diflfcrcnt occupations, for the advance- 
ment of their fortunes. This cannot be done without 
the affiftance of the female members of the community. 
They muft be the itewards, and guardians of their 
hufbands' property. That education, therefore, will 
be nioft proper for our women, which teaches them to 
difcharge the duties of diofe offices yrith the mQ(t 
fuQc^fs aqd reputation, 

III. From the numevous avocations from their 
families, to which profeffionai life expofes gentlemen 
in America, a principal fliare of the inftruftion of 
children naturally devolves upon tHc women. It be- 
comes us therefore to prepare them by a fuitablc 
<?duc4tion, for the difcharee of this moft important 4vty 

of piqthers, 

I 

IV- The equal (hare that every citizen has in the 
liberty, and the poffible fhare he may have in th^ 
government of our country, make it neceflary that our 
ladies (hould be qualified to a certain degree by a pecu<e 
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liar and fuhabte education, to concur in inftrufiing 
their fons in the principles of liberty and goverHment. 

V. In Great Britain the bufinefs of fervants is a 
regular occupation j but in America this humble ftation 
is the ufual retreat of iraexpedcd indigence; hcncc^ 
the fervants in this country pofTefs lefs knoMvledge and 
fubordination than are required from them ; and hence, 
our ladies arc obliged to attend More to the private af- 
fairs of their families, than ladies generally do, of the 
fame rank in Great Britain. « They are good fervants," 
faid an American lady of diftinguifhed merit, ♦ in a 
letter to a favorite daughter, § <* who will do well with 
** good looking after." This circumftance fhould 
have great influence upon the nature and extent of 
femalq education in America, 

The branches, of litei-ature mod effcntial for a young 
lady in this country, appear to be, 

I. A knowledge of the Englilh language. She, 
fliould not only read, but fpeak and fpell it corre£Hy. 
And to enable her to do this, flie fhould be taught 
the Englifli grammar, and be frequently examined in 
applying ks rules in common converfation. 

II. Pleafure and intereft confpire to make tlie 
wrifiug of a fair and legible hand, a neceflary branch of 
a lady's education. For this purpose fhe fhould be 

» Mrs. Grxme. 

^ Mrs. Elizabeth Fergufon« 
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taught not only to. ih^pe every letter pxoperly, but to 
pay the ftri<Steft regard to points and capitals.* 

I once heard of a man who profefled to difcover 
the temper and 'difpofition of . perfons by looking at 
their hand writing. Without enquiring into the pror 
bability of this ftotyj Ifliall only remark^ that there 
is one thing in whi^h all mankind agree upon this, 
fubjeft, and that isj.in confidering writing that is blot* 
ted, crppked, or illegible^as a mar)c of vulgar eduCa* 
tion. I know of few things more rude or illiberalf 
than to obtrude a letter upon a perfon of rank or bufi- 
nefsy which cai^not be eafily read. Peculiar care 
flbpuld be taken to avoid every kind of ambiguity and 
affe£lation in writing names. I have now a letter in my 
poileflion upon bufinefs, from a gentleman of a liberal 
profeffion in a neighbouring ftate, which I am unable 
to anfwer, becaufc I cannot difcover the name which is 
fubfcribed to it. f For obvious reafons I would recom- 

• The yrefcntmode of writing among perfons of tafte is to ufe a ct-^ 
pital letter only for the firft word of a fentcnce, and for names of perfoaty 
placea and monthS) and for the firft word of every line in poetry. The 
words ihould be fo ihaped that a ftraight line may be drawn between twoi 
lines, without touching the extremities of the words in either of them. 

•J- Dr. Franklin received many letters while he was in France during: 
the American war, from perfons who wiflied to migtatc to America, and 
who appeared to poffefs knowledge and talents that would have been ufe- 
ful to his country, but their names were fubfcribed' to their letters in fo 
aitiftcial and affected a manner, that he was unable to df cypher them, and 
of courfc, did notaafwer them. 



FEMALE . EDUCATION. 79 

mend the writing of the firft or chriftian name at full 
length, where it does, not confift of. more than two 
fyllablcs. . Abbreviations of all kind in letter writing, 
which always denote either hafte or carleffnefs, ftiould 
likewife be avoided. I have only to add under this 
head that the Italian and inverted hands which are read 
with difficulty, are by, no means accommodated to the 
a£live ftate of bufinefs in America, or to the fimplici- 
ty of the citizens of a republic. 

•ni. Some knwwkidM^ of figures and book-keeping 
is^abfolutety neceffa^ t^^ qualify a young lady for the 

duties* which await ^fier dti this country. There are 
cettain 60(,upations in vdiich fhe may^ aflift her hu(band 
with this knowledgie v and ihouid (he furvive him, and 
agreeably to the* cuftom of out country, be the execu* 
tri}^ of -his will,- fhis' 'cannot fail of .deriving immenfe 
advantages fron» it. ./ ' 

IV. An acquaintance with geography and fomc in- 
ftruclion in (:l>rpnology will enable a young lady to 
read hiftory, biography, and travels, /with advantage; 
and thereby qualify her not only for a general inter- 
courfe with the world,, but to be an agreeable com- 

I r • 

panion for a fenfibie man. To thefe branches of 
knowledge may be added, in ibme inftances, a general 
acquaintance with the " firft principles of aftronomy 
natural philofophy and chemiftry, particularly, with fuch 
parts of them as are calculated to prevent fuperftition, 
by explaining the caufes, or obviating the effefts of 
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of natural evil, and fuch, as arc capable of bcin^ ajj- 
plied to domcflic, and culinary purjiofes. 

V. Vocal mufic (liouU never be neglefled, in th* 
education of a young lady, in this country. Befidei 
preparing her to join in that part of public wbrfhip 
which confifts in pfalmody, it will enable her to foothc 
the cares of domeftic life. The diftrefs and vexatioii 
of a hufband — the noife of a nurfe'y, and, even, the - 
the forrows that will fometimc^'intriidc into her owit 
bofom, may all be relieved by a ^^^mi, where found iM 
fentiment unite to a£^ upon ^ mind« I hxSpe it 
will not be thought foreign to tlTis part of our fubjeA 
to introduce a fa£l here which has been fuggefted to 
me by my profcflion, and that is, that the excrcife of 
the organs of the breaft, by finglilg, contributes very 
much to defend them from thofe difcafes to which out 
climatej and other caufes, have of late expofed them.r*- 
Our German fellow citizens are feldom affli£led with 
confumptions, nor have I ever known but one inftance 
of fpltting of blood among thdm. This, I believe, is 
in part occafioned by the ftrength which theit Itongs 
acquire, by exercifing them frequently irt vocal mufic, 
for this conflitutes an eflential branch of their educati- 
on. The mufic-maftcr of our academyj has furniflied 
me with an obfervation ftill more in favour of thi$ 
opinion. He informed me that he had known 
fevcral initances of pcrfons who were ftrongly dif- 
pofed to the confumption, who were reftored to health, 
by the moderate exercile of their lungs in finging. 

% Mr. Adgafe, 



VI. Dancing is by no means an improper branch ^ 
bf education for an American lady* It promotes 
health, and renders the figure and motions of the body 
eafy and agreeable. I anticipate the time when the 
tefources of converfation fliall be fo far multiplied, 
that the amufement of dancing (hall be wholly con- 
fined to children^ But in our prefent ftate of fociety 
and knowledge, I conceive it to be an agreeable fub- 
ftitute for the ignoble pleafures of drinking, and 
gaming, in our aflemblies of grown people. 

VII. Hie attention of oiif young ladies fhonld ht 
diredied, as foon as they are prepared for it, to the! 
reading of hiftory— ^travels — ^poetry-^and moral eflays* 
Thefe ftudies are accommodated, in a peculiar manner^ 
to the prefent ftate of fociety in America, and when 
a relifh is excited for them, in early life, they fubdue 
that pafBon for reading novels, which fo generally 
prevails among the fair fex. I cannot difmifs this fpe- 
cies of writing and reading without obferving, that 
the fubjefts of novels are by no means accommodated 
to our prefent manners. They hold up life, it is true, 
but it is not as yet life in America* Our pai&ons 
have not as yet «' overftepped the modefty of nature." 
tior are they '* torn to tatters,** to ufe the eipreifionsi 
of the poet, by extravagant love, jealdUfy, ambition^ 
dr revenge. As yet the intrigues -of a Britifii novel, 
are as foreign to our manners, as the refinements of' 
Afiatic vice* Let it not be faid, that the tales of di^ 

M 
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trefs, which fill modern novels, have a tendency fa 
foftcn the female heart into afts of humanity. The 
fafl: is the reverie of this. The abortive fympathy* 
which is excited by the recital of imaginary diftrefir, 
blunts the heart to that wliich is real ; and, hence, we 
fometimes fee inftanccs of young ladies, who weep 
away a whole forenoon over the criminal forro>*'s of a 
fiftitious Charlotte or Werter, turning with difdain 
at three o'clock from the fight of a beggaf , who fo- 
Kcits in feeble accents or figns, a fmall porticwi'only of' 
the crumbs which fall from their fathers' tables^p 

VIII. It will be neceflary to conneft all thefe 
branches of education with regular inftru£lion in the 
chriftian religion. For this ptirpofe the principles of' 
the diiFerent fe£ts of chriftians fhould. be taught and. 
explained, and our pupils fhould early be. furnifhed 
with fome of the moll fimple arguments in favour of 
the truth of chriftianity*. A portion of the bible 
(of late improperly banifhed from our fchools)fliould 
be read by them every day^ and fuch queftions fhould 
be afkcd, after reading it as are calculated to imprint 
upon their minds the interefting flories contained in 
it. 

RoufTeau has aiferted that the gfeat fecret of edu- 
cation confifts in " wafling the time of cliildren pro- 

* Baron Haller^s letters to his daughter on the truths of the cliriOrian 
reUgteni and Dr. Beatie^s « evidences of the chiiilian religion briefly 
< and plainly ftated ^' are excellent little tracts, and well adapted for this 
purpofe. 
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fitabiy.'* There is fojne truth in this obfervation. I 
believe that we often impair their health, and weaken 
their capcities, by impofing ftudics upon them, which 
are not proportioned to their years. But this objec- 
tion does not apply to religious inftru<^ion. There 
are certain /imple propofitions in the chriftian religion, 
which are fuited in a peculiar manner, to the infant 
ftate of reafbn and moral fenfibility. A clergyman 
of long experience in the inftru&ion of youth f in- 
formed me, that he always found childr/en acquired 
religious knowledge more eafily than knowledge upon 
other fubje£ls ; and that young girls acquired this kind 
of knowledge more readily than boys. The female 
breaft is the natural foil of chriftianity 5 and while 
OUT women are taught to believe its doftrines, and obey 
its precepts, the wit of Voltaire, and the ftile of Boling- 
broke, will never be able to deftroy its influence upon 
our citizens. 

I cannot help remarlyng ifi this place, that chrif- 
tianity exerts the mod friendly influence upon Icience, 
as well as upon the morals and manners of mankind. 
Whether this be occafioned by the unity of truth, 
and the mutual afliftance which truth? upon different 
fubjefts afford each other, or whether the faculties of 
the mind be fliarpened and correfted by embracing 
the truths of revelation, and thereby prepared to in- 
veftigate and perceive truths upon other fubjefts, I 

f The Rev. Mr. Nicholas Collin, miniftcr of the Swedifh churek 
Ml WIcocoe. 
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will not determine, but I believe that the greateft 
difcoveries in fcience have been made by chriftian 
philofophers, and that there is the mod knowledge in 
thofe countries where there is the moft chriftianity.* 
If this remark be well founded, then thofe philofophers 
who rejcdt chriftianitjr, and thofe chriftians, whether 
parents or fchool-mafters, who negleft the religious 
inftruflion of their children and pupils, reje5i and ne^ 
gie^ the moft efFedtual means of prompting know- 
ledge in our country, 

IX. If the meafures that have been recommended 
for infpiring our pupils with a fenfe of religious and 
moral obligation be adopted, the government of them 
will be eafy and agreeable. I fliall only remark under 
this head, that Jlr'iBnefs of difcipline will always render 
feverity unneceflary, and that there will be the moft 
inftrudiion ia that fchool, where there is the moft 
order, 

I have faid nothing in favour of inftrumental mufic 
gs a branch of female education^ becaufe I conceive 

* This is true in a peculiar manner in the fcience of medeciae. A 
you:«g Scotch phyilcian of enterprising talents, who conceived a highid^ 
of the ftate of medecine in the eaftern countries, fpent two years in enqui- 
ries after medical knowledge in Conftantinople, and Grand Cairo. On 
his return to Britain he confeiTed to an American phyfician whom he met 
at Naples, that after all his refearches and travels, he « had difcoverod 
« nothing except a fingle fa£t relative to the plague, thiit he thought 
« worth remembering or communicating.** The fcience of medecine ia 
China according to the accounts of De Halde is in as imperfect a ftatf 91 
Kmoogthp Indians of North America. 
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it is by no means accommodated to the prefent ftatc 
of fociety and manners in America, The price of 
mufical inftruWients, and the extravagant fees de- 
manded by the teachers of inftrumental mufic, form 
but a fmall part of my objeftions to it. 

To perform well, upon a mufical inftrument, re<- 
quires much time and long pradiice. From two to four 
hours in a day, for three or four years appropriated 
to mufic, are an immenfe deduftion from that fliort 
period of time which is allowed by the peculiar circum- 
ftances of our country for the acquifition of the ufeful 
branches of literature that have been mentioned. How 
many ufeful ideas might be picked up in thefe hours 
from hiftory, philofophy, poetry, attd the numerous 
moral eflays with which our language abounds, and 
how much more would the knowledge acquired upon 
thefe fubjefts add to the confequence of a lady, with 
her huflband arid with fociety, than the beft performed 
pieces of mufic upon a harpficord or a guittar ! Of the 
many ladies whom we have known, who have fpent 
the moft important years of their lives, in learning to 
play upon inftruments of mufic, how few of them do 
we fee amufe themfelves of their friends with them, 
after they become miftrefles of families ! Their harp- 
fichords ferve only as fide-boiards for their parlours, 
and prove by their filence, that neceflity and circum- 
ftances, will always prevail over faihion, and falfe 
uaaxims of education.- 
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Let It not be fuppofed from thefe obfcrvations that 
I am mfcnfible of the charms of inftrumcntal mufic» 
or that I wifb to exclude it from the education of a 
Jady where a mvfical ear irreQftably diipofes to it, and 
affluence at the fame time affords a profpe^ of fuch 
an exemption from the ufual cares and duties of the 
miftrefs of a family, as will enable her to pra£tife it. 
Thefe circumftances form an e:i^ception to the general 
condu£b that (hould arife upon this fubjeft, from the 
prefent ftate of fociety and n^anners in America, 

It is agreeable tp ob&rve how differently modem 
writers, and the infpired author of the Proverbsj^ 
defcribe a fine woman. The former confine their 
praifes chiefly to perfonal charms, and ornamental ac- 
complifliments, while the latter celebrates only the vir- 
tues of a valuable miftrefs of a family, and a ufeful 
member of fociety. The one is pcrfeftly acquainted 
with all the faihi^nable languages of Europe; the 
other, «< opens her mouth with wifdom" and is pttr- 
feftly acquainted with all the ufes of the needle, the 
diftaff*, and the loom. The bufinefs of the one^ 
is pleafure; the pleafure of the other, is bufinefs. 
The one is admired abroad; the otlier is honoured 
and beloved at hpme. *' Her children arife up and 
« call her blcfied, her hufband alfo, and he praifeth her.'* 
There is no fame in the world equal to this ; nor is 
there a note in mufic half fo delightful, as the refpeft- 
ful language with which a grateful fon or daughter 
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^Irpetuatcs the memory of a fenfible and affefiionate 
mother. * 

It fhould ilot furpri:2e us that Britiih cuftoms, with 
refpeft to female education, have been tranfplantcd 
into our American fchools and families. We fee marks 
of the fame incongruity, of time and place, in many 
other things. We behold our houfes accomodated to 
the climate of Creat Britain, by eaftern and weftern 
direj^ions. We behold our ladies panting in a heat 
of ninety degrees, under a hat and cufliion, which were 

I 

calculated for the temperature of a Britifli fummer. 
We behold our citizens condemned and puniihcd by 
a criminal laW, iKrhich was copied from a country, 
where maturity in corruption renders public executions 
a part of the amufenients of the nation. It is high 
time to awake from this fervility — to ftudy our own 
charafter— to examine the age of our country — and 
to adopt manners in every thing, that (hall be accomo- 
dated to our ftate of fociety, and to the forms of our 
government. In particular it is incumbent upon us to 
make ornamental accompliftiments yield to principles 
and knowledge, in the education of our women < 

A philofopher once faid " let me make all the bal- 
<« lads of a country and I care not who makes its laws." 
He might with more propriety have faid, let the ladies 
of a country be educated properly, and they will 
not only make and adminifter its laws, but form its 
manners and charaAer. It would require a lively 
imaginaiton to defcribe, or even to compreheiUlf the 
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happincfs of a country, where knowledge and virtud^ 
were generally diiTufed among the female fex. ..Our 
young men would tlxen be reftrained from vice by the 
terror of being banifhcd from their company. The 
loud laugh^ and the malignant fmile, at the expence 
of innocence, or of pcrfonal infirmities---the feats of 
fuccefsful mimickry — and the low priced wit, whicK 
is borrowed from a mifapplication of fcriptute phrafes, 
would no more be confidered as recommendation^ 
to the fociety of the ladies. A double entendre in 
their prefence, would then exclude a gentleman forever 
from the. company of both fexes, and probably oblige 
him to feek an afylum from contempt, in a foreigri 
country. The influence of female education would 
be ftill more cxtenfive and ufeful in domeftic life* 
The obligations of gentlemen to qualify themfelves 
by knowledge and induftry to difcharge the duties 
of benevolence, would be cncreafed by marriage ; and 
the patriot— the hero — and the leglflator, would find 
the fweeteft reward of their toils, in the approbai- 
tion and applaufe of their wives* Children would dif. 
cover the marks of maternal prudence and wifdom 
in every ftation of life ; for it has been remarked that 
there have been few great or good men who have not 
been bleffed with wife and prudent mothers. Cyrus^ 
was taught to revere the gods, by his mother Mandane 
-^-Samuel was devoted to his prophetic office before he 
was born, by his mother Hannah — »Q)nftantine was 
refcued from pagartifm by his mother Coilftantia — ^nd 
Edward- the fixth inherited thofe great and excellent 
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Qualities which made him the delight of die age in 
which he lived, from his mother, lady Jane Seymour. 
Many oth^r inftances might be mentioned, if neccflary» 
from ancient and modern hiftorf, to eftablifb the 
truth of this propofition. 

I am riot ehthufiaftical i^pon the fubje£): of educati- 
on. In the ordinary courfe of human affairs, we (hall 
probably too foori follow the footfteps of the nations 
of Europe in manners and vices. The firft marks Mre 
fiiaU perceive of our declenfion, will appear among 
our women. Their idlenefsi ignorance, and profli- 
gacy will be the harbingers* of our ruin. Then will 
the charafter and performance of a buffoon on the 
theatre, be the fubje£t of more converfation and praife^ 
than the patriot or the minifter of the gofpel ;-^then 
will our language and pronunciation be enfeebled and 
corrupted by a flood of French and Italian words ;*— then 
will die hiftory of roniantii amoiirs, be preferred to the 
pure and immortal writings of Addifon, Hawkefwotth 
andjohnfon; — ^then will our churches benegle£led, 
and the name of the fuptenie being never be 
called upon, but in profaile exclamations ; — then will 
our Sundays be appropriated, only to feafts and 
concerts? — and then will begin all that train ef 
domeftic and political calamities — —But, I forbear. 
The profpcfl b fo painfal, that I cannot help, fi- 
lently, imploring the great arbiter of human, af- 
fairs, to interpofe his almighty goodnefs, and to de- 
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fiver us from thefe evils, that, at Icaft one IpcfT 
of the eartli may be rcferved as a monument of ther 
cffcfts of good education, in order to Ihew in fomc 
degree, what our fpecies was, before the faH, and what 
it (hall be, after its reftoration. 

Thus, gentlemen, have I brieflly finiftied what I 
propofed. If I am wrong in thofs opinions in which 
I have taken the liberty of departing from general and 
fafhonable habits of thinking, I am fure you will dif- 
cover, and pardon my miftake s* But if I am right, I 
am equally fure you will adopt my opinions ; for to 
enlightened minds truth is alike acceptable, whether 
it comes from the lips of age, or the hand of antiquity, 
or whether it be obtruded by a perfon, who has nor 
ot^ier claim to attention, than a defire of adding to tlie 
ftock of human happinefs- 

I cannot difmifs the fubjeft of female education^ 
without remarking, that the city of Philadelphia firfl: 
faw a number of gentlemen aflbciated for the purpofc 
of direfting the education of young, ladies. By means- 
of this plan, the power of teachers is regulated and 
reftrained, and the objedls of education are extended* 
By the feparation of the fexcs in the unformed ftate 
of their manners, female delicacy is cherifhed and 
preferved^. Here the young ladies may enjoy all the 
literary advantages of a boarding- fchool, and at the 
Came time live under the protedion of their pa- 
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Tcnts*. Here emulation may be excited without 

jealoufy, — ambition without envy, — and competition 
without ftrife. The attempt to eftablifh ^ihis new 
mode of education for young ladies, was an experi- 
ment, and the fuccefs of it hath anfwered our ex- 
peftations. Too much praife cannot be given to 
our principal J arid his affiftants, for the abilities and 
fidelity with which they have carried the plan into 
execution. The proficiency which the young ladies 
have difcovered in reading — writing — fpelling — arith- 
metic — ^grammar-r-geography — mufic — and their dif- 
ferent catechifms, fince the laft« examination, is a lefs 
equivocal markoF the merit of our teachers, than 
any thing I am able to exprefs in their favour. 

But the re^putation of th^ academy muft be fufpended, 
till the public are convinced, by the future condu<fl 
and charafter of our pupils, of the advantages of the 
inftitution. To you, therefore, Young Ladies, an 
important problem is committed for folution ; and that 
is, whether our prefent plan of education be a wife one, 
and whether it be calculated to prepare you for the 
duties of focial and domeftic life. 1 know that the ele- 
vation of the female mind, by means of moral, 

* '* Unnatural confinement makes a young woman embrace with avi- 
«< dity every pleafurc when (he is fet free. To reliih domeftic life, one 
<< muft be acquainted with it ; for it is in the houfe of her parents a young 
** woman acquires the relifh.** Lor J Kaims^s thougnts upon education* 
and the culture of the heart. 

{ Andrew Brown. 
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phyfical and religious truths is confidered by fomm 
men as unfriendly to the domeftic chara£):er of a 
woman* But this is the prejudice of little minds, aa4 
^ fprings from the fame fpirit which oppofes the ge-: 
neral difiufion of knowledge among the citizens of. 
oixr republics. If men believe that ignorance is 
favourable to the goveynnient of the female fex, they 
are certainly deceived; for a weak and ignorant 
woman will always be governed with the greateft 
difficulty. I have fometimes been led to afcribe the 
invention of ridiculous and expen(;ve fafhions in fe* 
male drefs, entirely to the gentlemen^, in order tq 
divert the ladies from improving their piinds, an^. 
tliereby to fecure a more arbitrary and unlimited 
authority over them. It will be in your power, ladiesji 
to corre£l the miftakes and pra£kice of our fex up-* 
on thefe fubjc£is, by demonftrating, that the female 
temper can only be governed by reafon, and thaf 
the cultivation of reafon in women, is alike friend- 
ly to the order of nature, and to private as well a| 
public happinfs. 

* The very expenfive prints of female dreffes which are publtiie4 
anoually In France, are invented and executed whollyby cent l emkn. 
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A DEFEKCE OF THE USE OF THE BIBLE A3 A SCHOOL 

BOOK. ' Addressed to the rcv. Jeremy Belkhav^ 

pF BOSTOlf. 



I 



D^AR Sir, 

T is now fevcral months, fmcc I promifed to 
give you my reafons for preferring the bible 
?s a fchool book, to all other compofitions. I (hall 
not trouble you with an apology for my delaying fo 
long to comply with my promife, but ftiall proceed im- 
mediately to the fubjefk of my letter. 

Before I ftate my arguments in favour of teach- 
ing children to read by means of the bible, I fliall 
affume the five following propofitions.; 

I. That chriftianity is the only true and perfe£t 
religion, and that in proportion as mankitid adopt its 
principle§, and obey its precepts, they will be wife, and 
liappy, 

II. That a better knowledge of thi$ religion is to 

be acquired l?y reading the bible, than in any other 
T/v^ay. 

Ill That the bible contains more knowledge necef- 
fary to man in his prefent ftate, than any other book 
in the world. 
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IV. That knr.w lodge is mod durable, and religious 
inftruclion nu>il uieful, when imparted in early life, 

V. That ilic bible, when not read in fchools, is 
fcldom read in any fubfequent period of life. 

My arguments in favor of the ufe of the bible as a 
fchool book are founded, I. In the conilitution of the 
human mind. 

1 . The memory is the firft faculty which opens in 
the minds of children. Of how much confequence, 
then, mud it be, to imprefs it with the great truths of 
chriftianity, before it is pre-occupied with lefs intereft- 
ing fubjefts ! As all the liquors, which are poured 
into a cup, generally tafte of that which firft filled it, 
fo all the knowledge, which is added to that which is 
treafurcd up in the memory from tlie bible, generally 
receives an agreeable and ufeful tinfture from it. 

2. There is a peculiar aptitude in the minds of chil- 
dren for religious knovrledge. I have conftantly found 
them in the firft fix or feven years of their lives, more 
inquifitive upon religious fubjefls, than upon any 
others : and an ingenious inftru£tor of youth has 
informed me, that he has found young children more 
capable of receiving juft ideas upon the moft difficult 
tenets of religion, than upon the moft fimplc branches 
of human knowledge. It would be ftrange if it were 
otherwife; for God creates all his means to fuit all his 
ends. There muft of courfe be a fitnefs between the 
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Ktiman mind^ and the truths which are eflential to it» 
happinefs. 

3. The influence tA prejudice is derived from the im- 
prcflions, which are made upon the mind in early life j 
prejudices are of two kinds, true and falfe. In a world 
where falfe prejudices do fo much mifchief, it would 
difcover great wcaknefs not to oppofe them, by fuch a& 
are trut. 

I grant that many men have rejefted the prejudices 
derived from the bible : but I believe no man ever did 
fo, without having been made ivifer or letier^ by the 
early operation of thefe prejudices upon his mind. 
Every juft principle that is to be found in the writings 
of Voltaire, is borrowed from the Bible : and tlie mo- 
rality of the Deifts, which has been fo much admired 
and praifed, is, I believe, in moft cafes, the effeft of 
habits, produced by early inftruftion in the principles 
of chriftbnity. 

4. We are fubjefl:, by a general law in out natures, 
to what is called habit. Now if the ftudy of the fcrip- 
tures be neccfl[^ry to our happinefs at any time of our 
lives, the fooner we begin to read them, the more we 
(hall be attached to them \ for it is peculiar to all the 
adis of habit, to become eafy, ftrong and agreeable by 

repetition. 

t 

5. It is a law in our natures, that we remember 
hmgefi th€ knowledge we acquire by the greateft number 
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of our fenfes. Now a knowledge of the contents o/ 
the bible, is acquired in fchool by the aid of the eye/ 
and the ears'y for children after getting their lefTons, 
always fay them to their mafters in an audible voice ^ 
of courfe there is a prefumption, that this knowledge 
will be retained much longer than if it had been acquir- 
ed in any other way. 

6. The interefting events and charadlers, recorded 
and defcribed in the Old and New Tcftaments, arc 
accomodated above all others to feize upon all the 
faculties of the minds of children. The underftand- 
ing, the memory, the imagination, the paflions, and 
the moral powers, are all occafionally addrefled by the 
various incidents which are contained in thofc divine 
books, infomuch that not to be delighted with them^ 
is to be devoid of every principle of pleafure that exifti 
in a found mind. 

7. There is a native love of truth in the human 
mind. Lord Shaftefbury fays, that "truth is fo con- 
'< genial to our minds, that we love even thcjhadow 
" of it :" and Horace, in his rules for compofing ah 
cpick poem, eftablifhes the fame law in our natures^ 
by advifing the <* fictions in poetry to refemble truth.** 
Now the bible contains more truths than any oth^r 
book in the world : fo true is the teftimony that it 
kears of God in his works of creation, providence, and 
redemption, that it is called truth itfelf, by way of pre- 
cnuncnce above things tliat aje only fimply true. How 
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forcibly aie we ftruck with the evidences of truth, in 
the hiftory of the Jews, above what we difcover in the 
hiftory of other nations ? Where do we find a hero> 
or an hiftorian record his own faults or vices except in 
the Old Teftament? Indeed, my friend, from fome 
accounts which I have read of the American revolution, 
I begin to grow fceptical to all hiftory except to that 
which is contained in the bible. Now if this book be 
known to contain nothing but what is materially true, 
the mind will naturally acquire a love for it from this 
circumftance : and from this afFedlion for the truths of 
of the bible, it will acquire a difcernment df truth in 
other books, and a preference of it in all the tranfaftions 
of life. 

VIII. There is a wonderful property in the metnorji 
which enables it in old age, to recover the knowledge 
It had acquired in early life, after it had beeii appa- 
rently forgotten for forty or fifty years. Of how much 
confequence, then, muft it be, to fill the mind with 
that fpecies of knowledge, in childhood and youth, 
which, when recalled in the decline of life, \^ill fupport 
the foul under the infirmities of age, and fmooth the 
avenues of approaching death ? The bible is the only- 
book which is capable of affording this fupport to old 
age J and it is for this reafon that we find it reforted 
to with fo much diligence and pleafure by fuch old 
people as have read \ in early life. I can recolleft 
many inftances of this kind in perfons who difcovcrcd 

O 
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no attachment to the bible, in the meridian of their 
lives, who have notwithftanding, fpcnt the evening of 
them, in reading no other book. The late Sir John 
Pringle, Phyfician to the Queen of Great Britain, 
after paffing a long life in camps and at court, clofed 
it by ftudying the fcriptures. So anxious was he to 
increafe his knowledge in them, that he wrote to Dr^ 
Michaelis, a learned profefFer of divinity in Germany, 
for an explanation of a difficult text of fcripture, a 
ftiort time before his death. 

IX. My fecond argument in favour of the ufe of the 
bible in fchools, is founded upon an implied comman4 
of God, and upon the pradlice of feveral of the wifcft 
nations of the world. — In the 6th chapter of Deu- 
teronomy, we find the following words, which arc 
direftly to my purpofe, « And thou fhalt love the 
" Lord thy God, with all thy heart and with all thy 
*< foul, and with all thy might. And thefe words 
** which I command thee this day fhall be in thine 
«< heart. And thou Jbatt teach them diligently unto thy 
" children^ and fhalt talk of them when thou fitted in 
<* thine houfe, and when thou walked by the way, 
*< and when thou lied down, and when thou rifeft 

up. 



« ..^ » 



It appears, moreover, from the hidory of the Jews, 
that they flourifhed as a nation, in proportion as they 
honoured and read tlie books of Mofes, which contain* 
cdj a written revelation of the will of God, to the chil-* 
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dren of men. The law was not only negle£ledj but loft 
during the general profligacy of manners which accom- 
panied the long and wicked reign of ManaiTah. ]3ut the 
difcovery of it, in the rubbifh of the temple, by Jofiah, 
and its fubfcqucnt general ufe, were followed by a re- 
turn of national virtue and profperity. We read 
further, of the wonderful eflFefts which the reading 
of the law by Ezra, after his return from hb captiviy 
in Babylon, had upon the Jews. They hung upon his 
lips with tears, and (howed the fincerity of their re- 
pentance, by their general reformation. 

The learning of the Jews^ for many years confifted 
in nothing but a knowledge of the fcriptures. Thefe 
were the text books of all the iiiftruftion that was 
given in the fchools of their prophets. It ' was by 
means of this general knowledge of their law, that 
thofe Jews that wandered from Judea into our coun- 
tries, carried with them and propagated certain ideas of 
the true God among all the civilized nations upon the 
face of the earth. And it was from the attachment 
they retained to the old Teftament, that they procured 
a tranflation of it into the Greek language, after they 
loft the Hebrew tongue, by their long abfence from 
their native country. The utility of this tranflation, 
commonly called the feptuagint, in facilitating the pro- 
grefs of the gofpel, is well known to all who are ac- 
quainted with the hiftory of the firft aj^e of the chriftian 
church. 
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But the benefite of an early and general acquaintance 
with the bible, were not confined only to the Jewifh 
nations. They have appeared in many countries in 
Europe, fince the reformation. The induftry, and 
habits of order, which diilinguiih many of the German 
nations, are derived from their early inftrudlion in the 
principles of chriftianity, by means of the bible. The 
moral and enlightened charafter of the inhabitants of 
Scotland, and of the New England States, appears to be 
derived from the fame caufe. If we defcend from 
nations to fe£l:s, we fhall find them wife and profperous; 
in proportion as they become early acquainted with the 
fcr'^ptures. The bible is ftill ufed as a fchool boolc 
among the quakers. The morality of this feft of 
chrifti^ins is univerfally acknowledged. Nor is this all, 
— their prudence in the management of their private 
affairs, is as much a mark of their fociety, as their fobc|^ 
fanners, 

I wifh to be excufed for repeating here, that if the 
bible did not convey a (ingle direftion for the attain- . 
ment of future happinefs, it ihould be read in our fchools 
in preference to all other books, from its containing the 
greateft portion of that kind of knowledge which is cal- 
culated to produce private and publick temporal hap- 
pinefs. 

We err not only in human affairs, but in religion 
likewife, oiil^ becaufe «' we do not know the fcrlptures." 
The oppofite fyflems of the numerous fefts of chriftians 
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atife chiefly from their beiag ^lor; .Imtijufttjd in catc^ 
chifms, creeds, and confeflions of faith, tlian. h\jii<. 
icriptures. Immenfe truths, I believe, are concealed in 
them. The time, I have no doubt, will come, when 
pofterity will view and pitjr our ignorance of thcfe 
truths, as much as we do the ignorance of the difcipies 
of our Saviour, who knew nothing of the meaning of 
thofe plain paffages in the old teftament which were 
daily fulfilling before their eyes. Whenever that time 
{hall arrive, thofe truths which have efcaped our notice, 
or, if difcovered,nave been thought to be oppofedto each 
other, or to be inconfiftent with themfelves, will then 
like the (lones of Solomon's temple, be found fo exa^y 
to accord vvith each other, that they fliall be cement- 
ed without noife or force, into one fimple a|id fublimc 
fyftem of religion. 

But further, we err, not only In religion but in phi- 
lofophy likewife, becaufe we ** do not know or believe 
*< the fcriptures." The fciences have been compared 
to a circle of which religion compofes a part. To under- 
Hand any one of them perfedlly it is neceilary to have 
fome knowledge of th?m all. Bacon, Boyle, and Newton 
included the fcriptures in the inquiries to which their 
univerfal geniufes difpofcd them, and their philofophy 
was aided by their knowledge in them. A ftriking agree- 
ment has been lately difcovered between the hiftory 
of certain events recorded in the bible and fome of the 
operations and produflions of nature, particularly thpfe 
which arj related in Whitehurfl's obfervations on the 
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. ^^fll*g^t~ ^1 S0ii\lfiKaj:p3uSt'^fnfiC origin of the variety 

••: ;.*• ?^^5oiifm the human fpecies, and in Bruce's fravels. 
* • • * 

It remains yet to be ftiown how many other events, 
related in the bible, accord with fome late important 
difcoveries in the principles of medecinc. The events, 
and tlic principles alluded to, mutually eftablifli the 
truth of each other. From the difcoveries of the 
chriftian philofophers, whofe names have been laft 
mentioned, I have been led to queftion whether moft 
harm has been done to revelation, by thofe divines who 
have unduly multiplied the objefts of faith, or by 
thofe deifts who have unduly multiplied the objefts of 
leafon, in explaining the fcriptures. 

I fliall now proceed to anfwer fome of the objec* 
tions which have been made to the ufc of the bible 
as a fchool book. 

I. We arc told, that the familiar ufe of the bible la 
our fchools, has a tendency to leffen a due reverence 
for it. This objeft ion, by proving too much, proves 
nothing at all. If familiarity If flbns refpeft for divine 
things, then all thofe precepts of our religion, which 
enjoin the daily or weekly worflup of the Deity, are 
improper. The bible was not intended to reprefent a 
Jewifli ark ; and it is an antichriftian idea, to fuppofe 
that it can be profaned, by being earned into a fchool 
houfe, or by being handled by children. But where 
will the bible be read by young people with more 
revtrence than in a fchool ? Not in moft private 
families j for I believe there are few parents, who pre- 
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ferve fo much order in their houfes, as is kept up in 
our common Englifli fchools. 

11. We arc told, that there are many paflages in 
the old teftament, that are improper to be read by 
children, and that the greateft part of it is no way in- 
terefting to mankind under the prefcnt difpenfation 
of the gofpeL There are I grant, fcveral chapters, 
and many verfe^ in the old teftament, which in their 
prefent unfortunate tranflation, fhould be paffed over 
by children. But I deny that any of the books of the 
old teftament are not interefting to mankind, under 
the gofpel difpenfation. Moft of the characters, 
events, and ceremonies, mentioned in them, are perfo-» 
nal, providential, or inftituted types of the Mefliah : All 
of which have been, or remain yet to be, fulfilled by 
him. It is from an ignorance or negleft of thcfe types, / 
that we have fo many deifts in chriftendom j for fo 
Irrefragably do they prove the truth of chriftianity, 
that I am furc a young man who had been regularly 
inftrufl^d in their meaning, could never doubt after- 
wards of the truth of any of its principles. If any ob- 
fcurity appears in thefe principles, it is only (to ufc 
the words of the poet) becaufe ttey are darky *with ex- 
eefftve bright. 

I know there is an objeclion among many Peo- 
ple to teach children doctrines of any kind, becaufe 
they are liable to be controverted. But where will 
this objeftion lead us ? — The being of a God, 
and the obligations of morality, have both been 
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controverted ; and yet who has objeded to our teach-* 
ing thtfc doclrines to our chilldren ? 

'flic curiofity and capacities of young people for the 
myfleries of religion, awaken much fooner than is 
generally fuppofed. Of this we have two remarkable 
proofs in the old tcftament. The firft is mentioned 
in the twelfth chapter of Exodus. " And it (hall come 
when your children (hall fay unto you, " Whai mean 
yju by this Jervice ?" that ye (liall fay, " It is the facra* 
♦• ticc of the Lord's paflbver, who pafled over the houfes 
** of the children of Ifrael in Egypt, when he fmote the 
«* Egyptians, and delivered our houfes. And the chil- 
•^ dren of Ifrael went away, and did as the Lord had 
•* commanded IMofes and Aaron." A fecond proof of 
tlie defire of children to be inftru^led in the myfleries of 
religion, is to be found in the fixth chapter of Deuter- 
onomy. *« And when thy fon q/keth thee in the time to 
come faying, « What mean the teftimonies — and the 
<* (liitutes — and the judgments which the Lord our God 
<* hath commanded you ?" Then thou (halt fay unto 
thy fon, <* We were Pharoah's bondmen io Egypt, and 
** tlie Lord our God brought us out of Egypt with a 
" mighty hand." Thefe enquiries from the mouths 
of children are perfedlly natural ; for where is. the 
parent who has not had fimilar queftions propofed to 
him by his children upon their being being firft conduc- 
ed to a place of worfliip, or upon their beholding, for 
the firft time, cither of the facrameuts of our religiou ? 
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Let US not not be wifer than our Maker. If moral 
precepts alone could have reformed mankind, the mif- 
fion of the Son of God into our world, would have 
been unnecefTary. He came td promulgate a^ fyftem 
of doBrinesy as weJJ as a fyftem of morals. The perfedl 
morality of the gofpel refts upon a doBrine^ which, 
though often controverted, has never been refuted, I 
mean the vicarious life and death of the Son of God. 
This fublime and ineffable doftrine delivers us from 
the abfurd hypothefes of modern philofophers, con- 
cerning the foundation of moral obligation, and fixes 
it upon the eternal and felf moving principle of love. 
It concentrates a whole fyftem of ethics in a fingle 
text of fcripture. <* A new commandment I give unto 
yoUi that ye love one another ^ even as I have loved you" 
By witholding the knowledge of this doctrine from 
children, we deprive ourfelves of the beft means of 
awakening moral fenfibility in their minds. We do 
more, we furnifti an argument, for witholding from 
them a knowledge of the morality of the gofpel like- 
wife; for this, in many inftanccs, is as fupernatural, 
and therefore as liable to be controverted, as any of 
tlie doftrines or miracles which are mentioned in the 
new teftament. The miraculous conception of the 
faviour of the world by a virgin, is not more oppofed 
to the ordinary courfe of natural events, nor is the 
doftrine of the atonement more above human reafon, 
than thofe moral precepts, which command us to love 
bur enemies, or to die for our friends. 

P 
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III. It has been faid, that the divifion of the bible 
into chapters and verfes, renders it more difficult to 
be read, by children than many other books. 

By a little care in a mailer, this difficulty may be ob- 
viated, and even an advantage derived from it. It 
may fcrve to transfer the attention of the fcholar to the 
fenfe of a fubjeft ; and no perfon will ever read well, 
who is guided by any thing elfe, in his flops, em- 
phafis, or accents. The divifion of the bible into 
chapters and verfes, is not a greater obftacle to its be- 
ing read with eafe, than the bad pun£luation of moft 
other books. I deliver this ftri£lurc upon other books, 
from the authority of Mr. Rice, the celebrated author 
of the art of fpeaking, whom I heard declare in a large 
company in London, that he had never feen a book 
properly pointed in the Englifh Language. He exem- 
plified, notwithftanding, by reading to the fame com- 
pany a paflage from Milton, his pcrfedl knowledge of 
the art of reading. 

Some people, I know, have propofed to introduce 
extraSs from the bible, into our fchools, inftead of the 
bible itfclf. Many excellent works of this kind, are 
in print, but if we admit any one of them, we fhall 
have the fame inundation of them that we have had 
of grammars, fpelling books, and leflbns for children, 
many of which are publifhed for the benefit of the 
authors only, and all of them have tended greatly to in- 
creafe the expence of education. Befides, thefe extracts 
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or abridgements of the bible, often contain the tenets of 
particular fefts or perfons, and therefore, may be im- 
proper for fchools compofed of the children of differ- 
ent fe<£ts of chriftians. The bible is a cheap book, 
and is to be had in every bookftore. It i^, moreover, 
efteemed and prefered by all fefts ; becaufe each finds 
its peculiar doftrines in it. It (hould therefore be 
ufed in preference to any abridgements of it, or hifto- 
ries extrafted from it, 

I have heard it propofed that a portion of the 
bible fhould be read every day by the matter, as a means 
of inftrudiing children in it : But this is a poor fubftitutc 
for obliging children to read it as a fchool book j for by 
this means we infenfibly engrave, as it were, its con- 
tents upon their minds : and it has been remarked that 
children, inftrufted in this way in the fcriptures, fel- 
dom forget any part of them. They have the fame 
advantage over thofe perfons,who have only heard the 
fcriptures read by a mailer, that a man who has work- 
ed with the tools of a mechanical employment for feve- 
ral years, has over the man who has only flood a few 
hours in^a work (hop. and feenthe fame bufinefs carri- 
ed on by other people. 

In this defence of the ufe of the bible as a fchool 
book, I beg you would not think that I fuppofe the Bi- 
ble to contain the only revelation which God has made 
to man. I believe in an internal revelation, or a moral 
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principle, which God has implanted in the heart of 
every man, as the precurlor of his final dominion over 
the whole human race. How much this internal reve- 
lation accords with the external, remains yet to be ex- 
plored by philofophers. I am difpofed to believe, that 
moft of the dodlrines of chriftianity revealed in the bi- 
ble might be difcovered by a clofe examination of all the 
principles of aftion in man : But who is equal to fuch 
an enquiry ? It certainly does not fuit the natural in- 
dolence, or laborious employments of a great majority 
of mankind. The internal revelation of the gofpel 
may be compared to the ftraight line which is made 
through a wildernefs by the afliftance of a compafjj, to 
a diftant country, which few are able to difcover, 
while the bible rCiCmbles a public road to the fame 
country, whicli is wide, plain, and eafily found, 
f« And a highway fliall be there, and it fliall be cAlle4 
the way of holinefs. The way . faring men, though 
fools, fliall not err therein," 

Neither let me in this place exclude the Revelation 
which God has made of himfelf to man in the works 
of creation. I am far from wifliing to leffen the in- 
fluence of this fpecies of Revelation upon mankind. 
But the knowledge of God obtained from this fource, 
is obfcure and feeble in its operation, compared with that 
which is derived from the bible. The vifible creation 
fpeaksof the Deity in hyeroglyphics, while the bible def- 
cribes ail his attributes and perfections in fuch plain. 



^LE IN SCHOOLS. I Op 

and familiar language that « he who nr'^ may 
« read." 

How kindly has our maker dealt with his creatures, 
in providing three different cords to draw them to 
himfelf ! But how weakly do fome men adl, who 
fufpend their faith, and hopes upon only one of them ! 
By laying hold of them all, they would approach 
more fpeedily and certainly to the centre of all hap- 
pinefs. 

To the arguments I have mentioned in favour of 
the ufe of the bible as a fchooJ book, I fhall add a few 
refleftions. 

The prefent fafhionable praftice of rejefting the 
bible from our fchools, I fufpeft has originated with 
the deifts. They difcover great ingenuity in this new 
mode of attacking chriftianity. If they proceed in it, 
they will do more in half a century, in extirpating our 
religion, than Bolingbroke or Voltaire could have ef- 
fefted in a thoufand years. I am not writing to this 
clafs of people. I defpair of changing the opinions of 
any of them. I wifli only to alter the opinions and con- 
du£l: of thofe lukewarn?, or fuperftitious chriftians, 
who have been mifled by the deifts upon this fubjeft. 
On the ground of the good old cuftom, of ufing the 
bible as a fchool book, it becomes us to entrench our 
religion V It is the laft bulwark the deifts have left it j 
for. they have rendered inftru£tiori in the principles 
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«f chrftianity by the pulpit and the prefs,fo unfafhiona- 
ble, that little good for many years feems to have been 
Sonc by either of them. 

The cfFefts of the difufe of the bible, as a fchool book 
have appeared of late in the negle6t and even contempt 
with which fcripture names are treated by many peo- 
ple. It is becaufe parents have not been early taught 
to know or refpedl the charadiers and exploits of the 
old and new teftament worthies, that their names arc 
exchanged for thofe of the modern kings of Europe, or 
of the principal charafters in novels and romances. I 
conceive there may be fome advantage in bearing fcrip- 
ture names. It may lead the perfons who bear them, 
to ftudy that part of the fcriptures,in which their names 
are mentioned, with uncommon attention, and perhaps 
it may excite a defire in fhem to poflTefs the talents or vir- 
tues of their ancient namefakes.This remark firft occur- 
red to me, upon hearing a pious woman whofe njime was 
Mary, fay, that the firft paffages of the bible, which 
made a ferious impreflion on her mind, were thofe in- 
terefting chapters and verfes in which the name of 
Mary is mentioned in the New Teftament. 

It is a Angular fadl, that while the names of the 
kings and emperors of Rome, are now given chiefly to 
horfes and dogs, fcripture names have hitherto been con- 
fined only to the human fpecies. Let the enemies and 
contemners of thofe names take care, left the names of 
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more modern kings be given hereafter only to the fame 
animals, and left the names of the modern heroines of 
romances be given to animals of an inferior fpecies. 

It is with great pleafure, (hat I have obferved the bi- 
ble to be the only book read in the Sunday fchools in 
Englancf. We have adopted the fame praftice in the 
Sunday fchools, lately eftabliflied in this city. This 
will give our religion (humanly fpeaking) the chance 
of a longer life in our country. We hear much of the 
perfons educated in free fchools m England, turning 
out well in the various walks of life. I have enquired 
into the caufe of it, and have fatisfied myfelf, that it is 
wholly to be afcribed to the general ufe of the bible in 
thofe fchools, for it feems the children of poor people 
are of too little confequence to be guarded from the 
fuppofed evils of reading the fcriptures in early life, or 
in an unconfecrated fchool houfe. 

However great the benefits of reading the fcriptures 
in fchools have been, I cannot help remarking, that 
thefe benefits might be much greater, did fchoolmafters 
take more pains to explain them to their fcholars. Did 
they demonflrate the divine original of the bible from 
the purity, confiftency, and benevolence of its doctrines 
and precepts — did they explain the meaning of the 
levitical inftitutions, and fhow their application to the 
numerous and fuceffive gofpel difpenfations — did they 
inform their p;upils that the grofs and abominable vices 



112 DEFENCE OF THE USl^ OF THE 

of the Jews were recorded only as proofs of the depravi- 
ty of human nature, and of the infufficiency of the law, 
to produce moral virtue and thereby to eftablilh the 
neceflity and perfediion of the gofpel fyftem —and above 
all, did they often enforce the difcourfes of our Saviour, 
as the bed rule of life, and the furcft guide to hap- 
pinefs, how great would be the influence of cur fchools 
upon the order and profperity of our country ! Such 
a mode of inflrufting children in the chriflian religion, 
would convey knowledge into their underjlandtngs^ and 
would therefore be preferable to teaching them creeds, 
and catechifms, v/hich too oTten convey, not know- 
ledge, but ivords only, into their memories, I think I 
am not too fanguine in believing, that education, con- 
duced in this maimer, would, in the courfe of two 
generations, eradicate infidelity from among us, and 
render civil government fcarcely neceflary in our coun- 
try. 

In contemplating the political inftitutions of the 
United States, I lament, that we wafte fo much time 
and money in punifhlng crimes, and take lo little pains 
to prevent them. We profefs to be republicans, and 
yet we negleG the only, means of eftablifhing and per- 
petuating our republican forms of government, that is, 
the univerfal education of our youth in the principles 
of chriftianity, by means of the bible ; for this divine 
book, above all others, favours that equality among 
mankind, thatrefpedb for juftlaws, and all thofe fober 
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and frugal virtues, which conftitutc the foul of repub- 
licanifm. 

I have now only to apologize for havgirtg addreflcd 
this letter to you, after having been afTured by you, 
that your opinion, refpefting the ufe of the bible as a 
fchool book, coincided with mine. My excufe for 
what I have done is, that I knew you were qualified 
by your knowledge, and difpofed by your zeal in the 
caufe of truth, to correft all the errors you would dif- 
cover in my letter. Perhaps a further apology may 
be neceflary for my having prefumed to write upon 
a fubjeft fo much above my ordinary ftudies. My 
excufc for it is, that I thought a fingle mite from 
a member of a profeflion, which has been frequently 
charged with fcepticifm in religion, might attraft the 
notice of perfons who had often overlooked the more 
ample contributions upon this fubje£l, of gentlemen 
of other profeflions. With great refpe£l, I am, dear fir, 
your fincerc friend. 

BENJAMIN RUSH. 

Philadelphia y March 10, 179 1. 
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An address to the ministers of the GosrEi* or 

EVERY DFNOMINATION IN THE UNITED STATES, 
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^ROM the nature of your purfuits, and from 
your infiuence in fociety, I am encouraged 
to addrefs you upon fubjefts of the utmoft impor- 
tance to the prefent and future happincfs of your fel- 
low-citizens, as well as to the profperity of the United 
States. 

Under the great diverfity of opinions, you entertain 
in religion, you are all united in inculcating the ne- 
ceflity of morals. In this bufincfs you arc neither 
catholics nor proteftants — churchmen nor diflenters. 
One fpirit adluates you all. From the fuccefs, or 
failure, of your exertions in the caufe of virtue, we 
anticipate the freedom or fiavery of our country. Even 
the new government of the united dates, from which 
fo many advantages arc expedled, will neither reftore 
order, nor eftablifh juftice among us, unlefs it be ac- 
companied and fupported by morality, among all clafTes 
of people. Imprcflcd v/ith a fenfe of the truth of 
thcfe obfcrvations, I (hall briefly point out a few of 
thofc praftices, which prevail in America, which ex- 
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crt a pernicious influence upon morals, and thereby 
prepare our country for mifcry and Qaver)', 

I fhali begin by pointing out, in the firft place, the 
mifchevious effefts of ipirituos liquors upon the morals 
of our citizens. 

I. They render the temper peevilh and paffionate^ 
They beget quarrels, and lead to profane and indecent 
language. They are the parents of idlenefs and ex- 
travagance, and the certain forerunners of poverty, and 
frequently of jails, wheelbarrows, and the gallows. 
They are likewife injurious to health and life, and kill 
more than the peftilence, or the fword. Our legif- 
latures, by premitting the ufe of them, for the fake 
of the paltry duty collefted from them, aft as abfurdly 
as a prince would do, v/ho fliould permit the cul- 
tivation of a poifonous nut, which every ye;:r car- 
ried off ten thoufand of his fubjefts, becaufe it yielded 
a revenue of thirty thoufand pounds a year. Thefe ten 
thoufand men would produce annually by their labour, 
or by paying a trifling impofl: upon any one of the 
necefTaries of life, twenty times that fum. In order 
to put an end to the defolating eiFefts of fpirituous 
liquors, it will be proper for our minifters to preach 
againft, not the abufe of them only, but their ufe al- 
together. They are never neceflfary but in ficknefs : 
and then they are better applied to the outfide, than 
to the infide of the body. 
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II Militia laws have an unfriendly influence upon 
morals, more efpecially where they authorife the elec- 
tion of the officers by the privates. The meetings of 
citizens for militia exercifes are generally attended 
with intemperance ill drinking^ quarrelling^ profane 
fwearingy and afts of violence to the property of the 
perfons who live near the places where thofe meetings 
are held. It is a miftake to fuppofe that the defence 
of liberty requires a well organizyd militia in the time 
Qi peace. 

The United States proved in the beginning of the 
late war, and France has proved (ince, that armies of 
difciplined irrefiftable troops may be formed in a fhort 
time out of the peafants of a country. War has lately be- 
come a fimple art, AH tha,t is praftical in it, may be 
acquired in a few weeks. The mod gallant exploits 
were performed during the late war, by men who had 
been but a few days in the praftice of handling fire; 
arms, 

III. Fairs are a Pandora's box opened twice a year, 
in many of the ftates. They are wholly unneceflary, 
fince (hops are fo common in all the civilized parts 
pf the country. They tempt to extravagance — gaming 
— -drunkennefs-^and uncleannefs. They are proper 
pnly in defpotic ftates, where the more a people are 
corrupted, the more readily they fubmit to arbitrary 
government. 

, IV. Law-fuits fliould be difcouraged as much as 
poffible. They arc highly difreputable between perfons 
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who profefs chriftianity. The attendance upon courts 
expofes to id lenefs— drinking — and gaming ; and the 
ufual delays of juftice feldom fail of entailing hereditary 
difcord among neighbours. It is with inexpreflible plea- 
fure that I have JateJy feen an account of a recom- 
menilation from the prefbyterian fynod of New- York 
and PhiJacelphia, to all the churches under their care, 
to fettle their difputes after the manner of the pri- 
mitive chriftians and friends, by arbitration. Bleffed 
event in the hiflory of mankind ! may their pra£tice 
fpread among all fe£l:s of chriftians, and may it prove 
a prelude of that happy time foretold in the fcrip- 
tures, when war and murder fhall be no more. 

V. The licentioufnefs of the prefs is a fruitful fource 
of the corruption of morals. Men gre deterred from in- 
juring each other, chiefly by the fear of deteftion or 
puniflimcnt. Now both of thefe are removed by the 
ufual fecrecy of a licentious prcfs. Hence revenge, 
fcandal, and falfehood are gherifhed and propagated 
in a community. By mefiiis of this engine of malice, 
"wc fometimes fee not only reputation but even life, 
itfclf, taken away. The patriotic Mr. Cummins, and 
the amiable Dr. Hawkefworth, it is fa id, both died of 
a broken heart, in confequcnce of being attacked by 
perfons, who concealed themfelves behind a licentious 
prefs in London. Perfonal difputes and attacks in ^ 
newfpaper, may be compared to duels, or to the Indian 
mode of fighting, according as they are carried on with| 
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or without the names of their authors. They (hew in 
both cafes, a degree of the fame fpirit, which leads to 
open murder or private aflkffination. But further : 
the caufe of liberty is greatly injured by perfonal pub- 
lications, which are not true, or which have no connec- 
tion with the public ; for who will believe a truth that 
is told of a bad man, who has been accuftomed to 
r6ad falfehoods publiflied every day, of a good man ? 
Printers who vend' fcurrility, would do well in coa- 
fidering, that the publifher of fcandal, is as bad as 
the author of it, in the fame manner that the receiver 
^f ftolen goods, is as bad as the thief. 

VI. Horfe-racing and cock-fighting are unfriendly 
mmufements to morals, and of courfe to the liberties of 
our country. They occafion idlenefs, fraud, gaming, 
and profane fwearing, and harden thepieart againft*the 
feelings of humanity. Thefe vulgar fports fliould be 
forbidden by law in all chriftian and republican coun-» 
fries. 

VII. Clubs of all kinds, where the only bufmefs of 
the company, is feeding (for that is true name of a 
gratification that h fimply animal) are hurtful to morals* 
The fociety in taverns where clubs are ufually held, 
is fcldom fubjeft to niuch order. It cxpofes men to" 
idlenefs, prvOili^ality, and debt. It is in private families, 
only that locicty is innocent, or improving. Here 
manners :.r^ ufually kept within the bounds of decen- 
cy by the com^jany of females, who generally compofc 
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a part of all private families j and manners, it is well 
known, have an influence upon morals. 

VIIL Amufements of every kind, on Sundays, beget 
habits of idlenefs and a love of pJeafurc, which extend 
their influence to every day of the week. In thofe 
manufafturing towns in England, where the Sundays 
are fpent in idlenefs or frolicking, little or no work is 
ever done on theenfuing day,hence it is called St. Mon- 
day. If there were no hereafter — individuals and fo- 
cieties would be great gainers, by attending public 
worfhip every Sunday. Reft from labour in the houfe 
of God, wmds up the machine of both foul and body, 
better than any thing elfe, and thereby invigorates it 
for the labours and duties of the enfuing week. Should 
I ever travel into a chriftian country, and wifh to know 
whether the laws of that country were wife and juft, 
and whether they were duly obeyed, the only qaeftion 
I would aflc, (liould be " do the people fpend Sunday 
at church, or in pleafurable entertainments at home 
and abroad ?*' the Sunday fchools in England have been 
found extremely ufeful in reforming the children of 
poor people. Who can witnefs the pradlices of 
fwimming, Aiding and fcating, which prevail fo univer- 
fally on Sundays, in moft of the cities of the United 
States, and not wifli- for fimilar inftitutions to refcues 
our poor children from deftru£lion ? I fhall conclude 
my remarks upon this fubje£l:,by declaring, that I do not 
"wifli to feC'any new laws made to enforce the keeping 
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of the Sabbath. I call upon minifters of the gofpel 
only, to increafe and extend, by their influence, the 
pure and ufeful fpirit of their religion In riding 
through our country, we may always tell, by the ap- 
pearance of the people we meet with on the road, 
or fee at taverns, whether they enjoy the benefit of 
public worfhip, and of a vigilant and faithful miniftry,. 
Where a fettlement enjoys thefe ineftimable beffings, 
we generally find taverns deferted on a Sunday, and 
a ftillnefs pervading the whole neighbourhood, as if 
nature herfelf had ceafed from her labours, to (hare 
with man in paying her weekly homage to God for 
his creating goodiiefs 

Thus I have briefly pointed out the principal four- 
ces of vice in our country. They are all of a public 
nature, and afieft, in a direft manner, the general in- 
terefts of fociety. 1 fhall now fugged a few fources 
of vice, which are of a domeftic nature, and which in- 
direftly aflPeft the happinefs of our country. 

I. The frequent or long abfence of the rpafter and 
miftrefs from home,bydiflblving the bounds of domeftic 
government, proves a fruitful fource of vice among 
children and fervants. To prevent in fomc degree, 
the inconveniencies which arife from the necefl'ary ab- 
fence of the heads of a famiIy,from home, it would be a 
good praftice to inveft the eld eft fon or daughter, when 
of a fuitable age, with the government of the family 
and to make them refponfible for their conduft, upon 
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fhc return of their parents. Government in a family 
is like an eledric rod to a houfe. Where it is wanting 
a family is expofed to the attacks of eveiy folly and vice, 
that come within the fpherpof its attrafliion. 

II. Frequent and large entertainments weaken do- 
meftic government, by removing, children and fervants 
too long from the eye of authority. They moreover, 
expofe children and fervants to the tempjtation of eatr 
ting and drinking to excefs. 

III. Boys and girls fliould nfever be admitted as ktr 
vants — into a genteel family. They are feldom in- 
ftruftcd properly, by their matters or miftrefles. 
Their Icifure hours are moreover fpent in bad compa- 
ny : and all the vices which they pick up, are fpread 
among the children of the family, who arc generally 
more prone to aiTociate with them, than with any other. 
.Where poverty or death makes it neceflary to bind out 
children^ they (hould be bound to thofe perfons only, 
who will work with them. By thefe means, they will 
be trained to indvftry, and kept from idlenefs and vice. 

IV. Servants, both male and female fliould always 
be hired by the year, otherwife no proper government 
can be eflabliflied over them. The impertinence and 
irregular condudl of fervants, arife from their holding 
their places by too Ihort a tenure. It would be a good 
Jaw to fine every perfon, who hired a fervant, withouj 
a written good cjiarafter, figned by^ his laft mafter, 
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and counterGgncd hy a maglftrate. This praflico- 
woulti foon drive bad fervants out of the civilized pans 
of Qur country and thereby prevent much evil both in 
families andfociety. How many young men and wo- 
men have carried through life the forrowful marks in 
their confciences or charaflers, of their being earJy ini- 
tiated into the myilerics of vice, by unprincipled fer- 
vants of both feses ! Servants that are married, (hould 
be preferred to fuch as are fingle. Matrimony in all 
ranks of people leffens the temptation to vice, and fur- 
nifhes-frefli motives to jufl conduft. 

V. Apprentices fhould always board and lodge, if pof- 
fible, with their mafters and miftreil^s, when they arc 
feparated from their parents. Young people feldom 
fal! into bad comp:iny in the day time. It is in the 
evening, when tlieyceafeto be fubjeft to government, 
that they are in the moft danger of corruption : and 
this danger can be obviated only by fiibjefting all their 
hours to the direction of their majters or miftrefles. 

I (hall conclude this addrefs, by fuggefting to mini.1. 
(lers of the gofpel, a plan of a new fpecies of federal 
government for the advancement of morals in the Uni- 
ted States. Let each fe£t appoint a reprefentative in a 
general convention of chviftians, wbofe bufinefs fhall 
be, to unite in promoting the general objects of chrif- 
tianily. Let no matters of faith or opinion ever be in- 
troduced into this convention, but let them be confidcr- 
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ed as badges of the Ibvetcignty of each parilcuUr fcdK 
I To prevent all difputes, let the objefts of the deiibcra- 
I tions of this general convention be afcertained with iha 
£uiie accuracy, that the powers of the national govern- 
ment are defined in rhe new conftitution of the United 
States, By this previous compafl, no cncroachmerits 
will ever be made by the general government, upon 
the principles — difcipline— or habits of any one fe£l— 
for in the prefent ftate of human nature, the divifion 
ofchriftians into fe£ts, is as neceflary lo cheexiftencc 
and prefervation of chriftianity, as the divifion of man- 
kind into nations, and of nations into feparate families 
are ncceffary to promote general and private happinefs. 
I JBy means of fuch an inftitution, chriltian chatiry will 
, be promoted, and the diicipline of each church will 
i" be ftreiigthcned — for I would propofe, that a difmiflion 
I Jor immorality, from any one church, fhould exclude 
lan from every church in the ecclefiaftical union, 
I But the advantages of this chriftian convention will not 
I end here. It will poffefs an influence over the laws of 
I the United States, This infioence will differ from 
that of molt of the ecclefiaftical alTociations that ha v« 
exiftcd in the world. It will be the influence of rcafoii 
[ over the paflions of men. Its objedls will be moralsj 
not principles, and the dcfign of it will be, not to makf 
iOien zealous members of any one church, but to make 
them — good neighbours — good hufbands — goodfathers 
—good maftcR — ^good fcrvants — and of courfe good 
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rulers and good citizens. The plan is certainly a pracr 
ticable one. America has taught the nations of Eu- 
rope by her example to be free, and it is to be hoped 
flie will foon teach them to govern themfelves. Let 
her advance one ftep further — ^and teach mankind, that 
it is poffible for chriftians of diilerent denominations 
to love each other, and to unite in the advancement of 
their common interefts. By the gradual operation of 
fuch natural means, the kingdoms of this world are pro-^ 
bably to become the kingdoms of the prince of righte« 
oufnefs and peace. 

Philadelphia^ June 21 , 17M. 



Ajc enquiry into the consistency of oaths with 

reason and CHRISTIANITY. 



I 



N difcuffing this queftion, I fhall firft mcntiQn 
the objeftions to oaths, which are founded in 
reafon j and, fecondly, the objeftions to them which 
are derived from the precepts and fpirit of the chrif- 
tian religion. 

I. Oaths produce aA idea in the minds of men, that 
there are two kinds or degrees of truth; the one intend- 
ed for common, and the other for folemn occafions. 
Now, this idea is direftly calculated to beget'a want 
of reverence for the inferior kind of truth ^ hence men 
are led to trifle with it in the common affairs of hu- 
man life. I grant tjiat fome men will tell the truth, 
when urged to it by the folemn formalities of an 
oath, who would not otherwife do it : But this proves 
the great mifchief of oaths in fociety; for as men 
are called upon to fpeak the truth 999 times in com- 
mon life, to once they are called upon to fnvear to it, 
we h^ve exaftly 999 falfehoods to one truth told by 
them. How extenfive, then, muft be the mifchief of 
this great difproportion between truth and falfehood, 
jn all the affairs of human life ! It is wrong to dp 
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any thing that fhall create an idea of two kinds oT 
truth. There is a fcale of falfchoods ; but truth has no 
degrees or fubilivifions. Lilcc its divine author, it is 
Ml eternal unchangeable dnit. 

II. The pradlice of fwearing according to humaa 
laws, appears to be the caufe of all profane fwear- 
ing, which is fo univerfal among all ranks of people 
in common convcrfation ; for if there are two modes 
of fpeafcing the truth, it is natural for men to pre- 
fer that moflc which tlic laws of our country have 
entitled to the 6rft degree of credibility : hence men 
fwear, when they wifii to be believed, in common con,- 
verfation. 

III. Oaths have been multiplied upon fo many 
trifling Occafions, that they have ceafed, in a great 
degree, to operate with any force upon the mod 
folcmn occafions : hence the univerfal prevalence of 

ptrjury in courtSj armies and cuftom-houfes, all over 
the world. This fail is fo notorious in Jamaica, that 
a law has lately been paiTed in that ifland, which re- 
quires a bond of _^. 200, inftead of an oath, from every 
captain that enters his veflcl in the cuftom-houfe, 
as a fecurity for his veracity in tlic manifeft of his 
cargo, and for tlie amount of hi» duties to the govern- 



Reafon and fcripture (when perfedlly underftood) 
arc never contrary to each other j and revelation from 
Cod can never give a fan£tion to that which is Cj 
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evidently abfurd, and unfriendly to the interells of hu- 
n fociety. Let us proceed then to examine the 
bible, and Iiere we {hall find, ihat oaths arc as contrary 
to the precepts and fpirit of chriftianity as they are tt> 
(bundreafon. 

Before I mention either the precepts or the fpirit of 
the gofpel, which militate againfl oaths, I ftiall men- 
tion a few of the cafes of fwearing which I find upon 
record in the New Tcllament. I Ihall firil mention 
the precedents in favour of this praflice, and then 
the precepts and precedents againft it. 

The ^r^ precedent I fliall produce, is talcen from 
the esample of the devil, who addreffes our Saviour 
an oath, in Mark v. 7. " "What have I to do 
■with thee, Jefus, thou fon of the mofi high God ? I 
adjure thee iy God that thou lormetiE mc not." 

A fecund precedent is taken from the example of 
the high prieil, who addreffes our Saviour in an oath 
in Matthew, xxvi. 63. " I adjure thee," fjys he, jiiil 
before he confents to his death, " by the living dJ, 
that thou tell us whether thou be the Chrift the foi> 
of God."' It has been faid that there was no impro-r 
priety in this mode ofexpreflion, otherwife our Sa- 
viour would have rebuked it t hut let it be rcmem-r 
bered, that he ftood before the tribunal of a high^ 
prieft, as a frifoner, and not as a teacher ,- and hence 
wc find he fubmita in JiUnct to all the prophane Jn- 
fylts that were offered him. In tliis filent fubmiffi? 
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on to infult, he moreover fulfilled an ancient prophef/ 
« he is brought as a lamb to the llaughter and as a' 
flicep before his (hearers is dumb, fo he openeth not 
his mouth" Ifaioli liii. 7. 

Peter fumifhes a third inftance of fwearing. 
« And again he denied** (fays Matthew, chap. xxvi. 
^^2.) " with an oathy I know not the man." It 
would feem from this account, that a bare affirma- 
tion was fo charafteriftic of a disciple of Jefus Chrift,- 
that Peter could not ufe a more direft method Xxy 
convince the maid^ who charged him with being a 
follower of Jefus of Nazareth, that he was not a- 
chri/liaHy than by having recourfe to the Jewifh and 
pagan praftice of taking an oath. 

Herod furnishes a fourth inftance of fwearing, in'' 
Matthew XIV. 7, when hepromifed to give the daugh- 
ter of Herodias whatever fhc (hould alk of him : fhe 
afked for John the baptift's head in a charger : the 
king repented of his hafty promife ; " ncverthelcfs,: 
for the oath's fake, and •them which fat with him at 
meat, he commanded it to be given her.** Here 
It is evident he would have violated a common pro- 
mife. But if common promifes are not held facred, 
and binding, there is an end of a great portion of 
truth in fociety, and of all the order and happinefs 
which arife from it. To fccure conilant and uni- 
yerfal truth, men fliould fvyear always or not at all. 
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A Jlfth precedent for fwearing we find in the xix 
of Afts and ijthverfe. "Then certain of the vaga- 
bond Jews, exorcifts, took upon them to call over 
therti which had evil ipirits, the tiame of the Lord 
Jc^fus, faying, zue adjure theCi by Jefus whom Paul 
preacheth. And the man in whom the -evil fpirit 
was, leaped on them, and overcame them \ fo that 
they fled out of the houfe naked and wounded." 

The lajl precedent for fwearing that I fhall men- 
tion, is the one related in A£ls xxiii. 21ft. It con- 
tains an account of forty men who had bound them- 
felves, by an oath, not to eat or drink, until they had 
killed St. Paul. It would feem that this banditti 
knew each other perfeftly, and that they would not 
a£l: together under the form of a common obligation. 
The occafion indeed, feems to require an oath. It 
was an aflbciation to commit murder. I am difpof- 
cd to fufpeft that oaths were introduced originally 
to compel men to do things that were contrary to 
juftice, or to their confciences. 

In mentioning the precepts and precedents that 
are to be found in the new teftament againft fwear- 
ing, the following ftriking paflage, taken from Matthew 
V. verfes 34, 35, 36, 37, (houid alone determine the 
queftion. «< Swear not kt all, neither by heaven, for 
it is God's throne ; nor by the earth, for it is his 
footftool J nor by Jerufalem, for it is the city of the 
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great king. Neither (halt thou fwear by thy head, 
becaufe thou canft not make one hair white or black. 
But let your communication be yea, yea ; nay, nay^ 
for whatfocver h more than thefe, cometh of evil." 

The words of the apoftle James, are equally pointed 
^ainft fwearing, chap. v. 12. " But above all things 
my brethren, fwear not, neither by heaven, neither by 
the earth, neither by any other oath ; but let your yea,- 
be yea, and your nay, nay j left yc fall into condemna- 
tion." 

1 know, thefe paflagcs are faid to be levelled only 
againft ptdfan^ fwearing in common converfation^ but' 
this will appear improbable when we refleft, that our 
Saviour's words were addrcffed cxclufively to his drf- 
ciples, and that the epiftle of St. James, from whence- 
the prohibition of fwearing is taken, is dire£led to a 
number of pious converts to chriftianity, none of 
whom, any more than the difciples of our Lord, could 
be fufpefted of profane fwearing in common conver- 
fation. Both paflages equally condemn oaths of every 
kind, and • dcmonftrate their contrariety to the gofpel 
difpenfation> 

iThere is a peculiar meaning in the reafon which 
is given for the prohibition of fwearing in the pre- 
cept, of our Saviour, viz. that any thing more than a 
bare affirmation, cometh ofeviL Yes, it came originally 
from the univerfal prevalance of falfehood in fociety ; 
but the chriftian religion, by opening new fources of 
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moral and religious oUigdtioa, and by difcovering more 
fully the beauty and rewards of truth and deformky, 
and future punifhment of falfehood^ ha^ rendered the 
obligation of oaths wholly unnecelTary. They eom»- 
port d with the feeble difcoverics of the Jewlih, and 
the numerous corruptions of the pagan religions ; but 
they are unneceflary under that full and clear manifes- 
tation of the divine will which is contained in the 
gofpel. Cxfar's wife fhould not be fufpe£led. — With 
how much more propriety fliould this be faid of 
the veracity of a chriftian, than of the chaftity of 
the wife of a heathen emperor. Every time a chnftian 
fwears, he expofes the purity and truth of his religion 
to fufpicion. '< As for you, Petrarch, your word is 
fufficient," faid the cardinal Colonna, in an enquiry 
into the caufe of a riot that had happened in his fami- 
ly, while that celebrated poet was a member of it ; 
and in which he exafted an oath from every other 
member of his family, not excepting his own' brother, 
the bifliop of Luna. The fame addrefs ihould be made 
to every chriftian, when he is called upon to declare 
the truth. *' You believe in a future date of rewards 
and punifliment — you profcfs to be the follower of 
that Being who has inculcated a regard for truth, 
under the awful confideration of his omnifciencc, and 
who has emphatically ftyled himfclf the TROTH.*' 
Tour HXiord^ therefore^ is /undent. 

A nobleman is permitted, by the laws of England, 
to declare the truth upon his honour. TJie profcffion 
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of chriftianitjr is declared in icripture to be an high 
^callingi and chriftians are faid to be prie/lj and kings. 
Strange ! that perfons of fuch high rank/ {hould be 
treated with lefs refpe£b than Engliih noblemen ; and 
ftill more ftrange ! that perfons poflefling thefe auguft 
titles^ (hould betray their illuftrious birth and dignity, 
by conforming to a praftice which tends fo much 
to invalidate the truth and excellency of their re- 
Jigion. 

It IS very remarkable^ that in all the accounts we 
have of the intercourfe of our Saviour with his dif- 
ciples, and of their fubfequent intercourfe with each 
other, there is no mention made of a fingle oath being 
taken by either of them. 

Perhaps there never was an event in which the 
higheft degrees of evidence were more neceflary, than 
they were to eftablifh the truth of the refurre£tion 
of our Saviour, as on the truth of this miracle depen- 
ded the credibility of the chriftian religion. But in 
the eftablifliment of the truth of this great event, no 
oath is taken, or required. The witneffes of it fimply 
relate what they faw, and are believed by all the 
difciples except one, who ftill remembered too well 
the prohibition of his mafter, " fwear not at all,** to 
aik for an oath to remove his unbelief. 

It is worthy of notice likewife, that no prepofteroui 
oath of office is required of the difciples when they 
affume the apbftolic charafter, and are fent forth t9 
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preach the gofpei to all nations. How unlike the 
fpirlt of the gofpei are thofe human conftitutions and 
laws, which require oaths of fidelity, every year ! and 
which appear to be founded in the abfurd idea th?it 
men are at all times the guardians of their own 
virtue. 

There can be no doubt of chriftians having unifornt- 
ly refuftd to take an oath in the firft ages of the 
church : nor did they conform to this pagan cuftom, 
till after chriftianity was corrupted by a mixture with 
many other parts of the pagan and Jewifli religions. 

There are two arguments in favour of oaths 
which are derived from the new teftament, and which 
remain to be refuted. — ift St. Paul ufes feveral ex- 
preflions in his epiftles which amount to oaths^ and 
even declares " an oath to be the end of ftrife." It 
was the charadler of St. Paul, that he became all 
things to all men. He circumcifed as well as baptized 
Jews, and he proves the truth of revelation by a quota- 
tion from a heathen poet. Oaths were a part of the 
Jewifli and pagan inftitutions — ^and, like feveral other 
ceremonies, for fome time, continued to retain a 
ftrong hold of the prejudices of the new converts to 
chriftianity. But the above words of the Apoftle, 
which have been urged in favor of fwearing, are by no 
means intended to apply to con^mon life. They have 
a retrofpeft to the promife made to Abraham of the 
coming of the Meffiah, and were defigned to fliew tlic 



134 Off OATHS^ 

certainty of that event in a language which was accom- 
modated to thtt idea of the Jewifh nation. 

2d. It has beeen faid, that the great Jehovah 
frequently fwears, both in the old and new teftament, 
ar.d that the angel who is to found the laft trumpet 
will <'fwear that time (hall be no more." Every exprcffi- 
on of this kind fhouldbe confidered as an accomodation . 
to Jewifh and pagan cuftoms, in order to render the 
truths of revelation more intelligible and acceptable. 
The Supreme Being, for the fame reafons, often 
afiumes ^o himfelf the violent paffions, and even the 
features and fenfes pf men ; and yet wlio can fupppfe ' 
it proper to afcribe either of them to a Being, one 
of whofe pcrfeftions confifts in his exifting as a pure 
unchangeable fpirit. 

If oaths are contrary to reafon, and have a pernicious 
influence upon morals and the order of fociety ; and 
thovc all, if they are contrary to the precepts and 
fpirit of the gofpel ; it becomes legiflators and minis- 
jters of the gofpel to coniider how far they are refponfi- 
ble for all the falfehood, profane fwearing and perjury 
that exift in fociety. It is in the power of legiflators 
Co aholifli oaths, by expunging them from our laws ; 
and it is in the power of minillers of the gofpel, by 
their influence and example, to render truth fo fimple 
and obligatory, tliat human governments fliall be 
afhamed to aflc any other mode of declarirxg it, from 
Chri/Iians-f than by a bare affirmation. 
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The friends of virtue and freedom have beheld, 
-with great pleafure, a new conftitution eftablifhed 
in the United States, whofeobjefls zrc peace, union zn^ 
jtiftice. It will be in the power of the firft congrcfs 
that fhall aft under this conftitution, to fet the world 
an example of enlightened policy, by framing laws 
that fllall command obedience without the abfurd and 
improper obligation of oaths. By this means they 
Mriil add the reftotation and eftablifhftient of truth, 
to the great and valuable objefts of the conftitution 
that have been mentioned. 

Jan. 20 1789. 
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IHE defign of punifhment is faid to be, ift, 
to reform the perfon who fuffers it ; 2dly, 
to prevent the perpetration of crimes, by exciting ter- 
ror in the minds of fpeftacors ; and, 3dly, to remove 
thofe perfons from fociety, who have manifefted, by 
their tempers and crimes, that they are unfit to live 
in it. 

From the firft inflitution of governments, hi every 
age and country (with but a few exceptions) legifla- 
tors have thought that puniftiments ftiould be puhlicy 
in order to anfwer the two firft of thefe intentions. 
It will require fome fortitude to combat opinions that 
have been fanftified by fuch long and general preju- 
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dice, and fupported by univetfal praftice. But truth 
in goverHment, as well as in philofophy, is of pro- 
greinve growth. As in philofophy, we often arrive 
at truth by rejefting the evidence of our fenfes ; fo 
in government, we often arrive at it, after divorcing 
our firfl: thoughts. Reafon, though depofed and op- 
prcfled, is the only juft fovereign of the human mind. 
Difcoverios, it is true, have been made by accident ; 
but they have derived their credit and ufefulhefs only 
from their according with the decifions of reafon. 

In medicine, above every other branch of philofophy^ 
we perceive many inftances of the want of relation 
between the apparent caufe and effect. "Who, by 
reafoning a priori^ would fuppofe, that the hot regimen 
was not preferable to the cold, in the treatment of 
the fmall-pox ? But experience teaches us, that this 
is not the cafe. Caufe and effect appear to be rela- 
ted in philofophy, like the objefts of chemiftry. Simi- 
lar bodies often repel each other, while bodies that 
are diflimilar in figure, weight and quality, often 
unite together with impetuofity. With our prefent 
imperfeft degrees of knowledge of the properties of 
bodies, we can difcover thefe chemical relations only 
by experiment. The fame may be faid of the connec- 
tion between caufe and effeB^ in many parts of govern- 
ment. This conneftion often accords with reafon, 
'while it is repugnant to our fenfes — and when this is 
not the cafe, from our inability to perceive it, it forces 
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our confent from the teftimony of experience and ob* 
fervation. 

It has been remarted, that the profeffion of arms 
owes its prcfcnt rank^ as a fciencc, to its having been 
refcucd, fince the revival of letters, from the hands o^ 
mere foldiers, and cultivated by men acquainted with 
other branches of literature. The reafon of this is plain. 
Truth is an unit. It is the fame thing in war — philo- 
fophy — medicine — morals — ^religion and government ; 
and in proportion as we arrive at it in one fcience, we 
ihall difcover it in others. 

After this apology, for diflenting from the cftablifih- 
cd opinions and praftice, upon the fubje£i: of public 
punifhments, I fhall take the liberty of declaring, that 
the great ends propofed, arc not to be obtained by 
them 5 and that, on the contrary, all public punifhments 
tend to make bad men worfe, and to increafe crimes, 
by their influence upon fociety. 

I. The reformation of a criminal can never be ef- 
fefked by a public punifliment, for the following rea- 
fons. 

I ft. As it is always cohnefted with infamy, it de- 
ftroys in him the fenfe of fliame, which is 6ne of the 
ftrongeft out-pofts of virtue. 

idly. It is generally of fuch fhort duration, as td 
produce none of thofe changes in body or mind, which 
are abfolutely neceflary to reform obftinate habits of 
vice. 
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3dly. Experience proves, that public puniflimcntt 
have increafed propenfities to crimes. A man who has 
loft his chara£ter at a whipping- poft, has nothing va- 
luable left to lofe in fociety. Pain has begotten infen- 
fibility to the whip ; and infamy to ifliame. Added to 
his old habits of vice, he probably feels a fpirit of rcr 
venge againft the whole community, whofe laws have 
inflif^ed his punifhment upon him 5 and hence ne is fti- 
mulated to add to the number and enormity of his out- 
rages upon fociety. The long duration of the punilh-. 
ment, when public, by increafing its infamy, ferves on- 
ly to increafe the evils that have been mentioned. The 
criminals, who were fentenced to work in the prefence 
of the City of London, upon the Thames, during the 
late war, were prepared by it, for the perpetration of 
every crime, as foon as they were fet at liberty from 
their confinement. I proceed, 

II. To fhew, that public punifhments, fo far from 
'preventing crimes by the terror they excite in the 
minds of fpeftators, are direftly calculated to produce 
them. 

All men, when they fufFer, difcover either fortitude, 
infenfibility, or diftrefs. Let us inquire into the efFefts 
of each of thefe upon the minds of fpeftators. 

I ft. Fortitude is a virtue, that fcizes fo forcible upon 
our cfteem, that wherever we fee it, it nevct fails to 
weaken, or to obliterate, our deteftation of the crimes 
with which it is connefted in criminals. *< I call upon 
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<^ you/ faid major Andre, at the place of execution 
to his attendants " to bear witnefs, gentlemen, tliat 
<< I die like a brave man." The efFeft of this fpeech 
upon the American army is well known. The fpy 
was loft in the hero : and indignation, every where, 
gave way to admiration and praife. But this is not 
all : the admiration, which fortitude, under fuffering, 
excites, has in fome inftancps excited envy. In Den- 
mark uncommon pams are taken to prepare criminals 
for death, by the converfotion and inftruflions of the 
clergy. After this, they are conducted to the placq 
of execution with uncommon pomp and folemnity. 
The criminals, under thefe circumftances, fufFer death 
with mceknefs — piety— -and fometimes with dignity. 
Thefe effefts of this, I have been well informed have 
been, in feveral inftances, to induce deluded people 
to feign or confefs crimes, which they had never com-* 
mitted^ on purpofe to fecure to themfelves a confpi-, 
cuous death, and a certain entrance into happincfs. 
There is fomething hi the.prefencc of a number of 
fpeftators, which is calculated to excite and ftrength- 
en fortitude hi a fufFerer. << It is not fo] difTicuIt a 
thing," faid Lewis XIV. to his courtiers, who flood 
round his death-bed, " to die, as I expeded." «< No 
*« wonder," fays Voltaire, who relates this anecdote, 
<^ for all men die with fortitude, v/ho die in company." 
The bravery of foldiers is derived in a great degree, 
from the operation of this principle in the human 

mind^ 
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adly. If criminals difcover infenfibility under their 
punifhments, the efFefk of it muft be ftill more fatal 
upon fociety. It removes, inftead' of exciting terror. 
In fome inftances, I conceive it may excite a defire in 
the minds of perfons whom debt or fecret guilt ha3 
made miferable, to feek an end of their diftrefles in 
the fame enviable apathy to evil. Should this infen- 
fibility be connected with chearfulnefs, which is foaie- 
times the cafe, it muft produce ftill more unfriendly 
efFefts upon fociety. But terrible muft be the con- 
fequence of thi^ infenfibility and chearfulnefs, if they 
Ihould lead criminals to retaliate upon the inhuman 
curiofity of fpe<3:ators, by profane or indecent infults 
or converfation. 

3dly. The efFefts of diftrefs in criminals, though 
lefs obvious .^re not lefs injurious to fociety, than forti- 
tude or infenfibility. By an immutable law of our 
nature, diftrefs of all kinds, wheny<?^//, produces fympa- 
thy, and a difpofition to relieve it. This fympathy, 
ill generous minds, is not leffened by the diftrefs being 
the offspring of crimes : on the contrary, even the 
crimen themfelves arc often palliated by the refleftion 
tl^at they were the unfortunate confequences of extreme 
poverty — of feducing company — or of the want of 
a virtuous education, from the lofs or negligence 
of parents in early life. Now, as the diftrefs which 
the criminals fufFer, is the efFeft of a law of the ftate, 
which cannot be refifted, the fympathy of the fpec- 
tator is rendered abortive, and returns empty to the 
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bofom in which it was awakened. Let us briefly 
examine the confequences of this abortive fympathy 
in fociety. It will not be neccflary here to dwell 
upon all the advantages of this principle in human 
nature. It will be fufficient to obferve, that it is the 
vicegerent of the divine benevolence in our world . 
It is intended to bind up all the wounds which fin 
and death have made among mankind. It has foun- 
ded hofpitals — erefted charity-fchools — and connefted 
the extremes of happinefs and mifcry together in every 
part of the globe. Above all, fenfibiJity is the centi- 
nel of the moral faculty. It decides upon the quality 
of the a£l:ions before they reach that divine principle 
of the foul. It is of itfelf, to ufe the words of an 
elegant female poet*, 

*^ A hafty moral — a fudden fenfe of right." 

If fuch are the advantages of fenfibility, now vi^at 
rauft be the confequences to fociety, of extirpating or 
weakening it in the human bread ? But public punifti- 
ments are calculated to produce this efFeft. To prove 
this, I muft borrow an analogy from the animal 
oeconomy. — ^The fenfibility of the human body is faid 
to be aBive zni pajftve, Tlie firft is connefted with 
motion and fenfation ; the fecond only with fenfation. 
The firft is increafed, the lecond is diminilhed, by the 
repetition of impreflions. ' The fame phaencmena take 
place in the human mind. Senfibility here is both a5ftve^ 
zxidpqffive. Paflive fenfibility is lefTcned, while that which 

* Mifs Moore 
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U zQ.ivc is increafed by habit. The paflivc fenfibility 
of a phyfician, to the diftrefs of his patients, is al- 
ways, diminifhed, but his a£live fenfibility is always 
increafed by time ; hence we find young phyficians 
Jeel nioft — but old phyficians, with lefs feeling, Jj/* 
fover moft fympathy with their patients. 

If fuch be the conftitution of our minds; then the 
ciFefts, of diftrefs upon them will be, not only to def- 
troy paffive, but to eradicate aftive fenfibility- from 
thenl. The principle of fympathy, after being often 
oppofed by the law of the ftate, which forbids it to 
relieve the diftrefs it commiferates, will ceafe to zQt 
altogether ; and, from this defeft of a£lion, and the 
habit arifing from it, will foon lofe its place in the 
human breaft. Mifery of every kind will then be 
contemplated without emotion or fympathy. — The 
widow and the orphan — the naked — the fick, and the 
prifoner, will have no avenue to our fervices or our 
charity — and what is worfe than 'all, when the cen* 
tinel of our moral faculty is removed, there is no- 
thing to guard the mind from the inroads of every 
pofitive vice. 

I pafs over the influen ce of this fympathy m its firft 
operation upon the government of the ftate. While 
we pity, we. fecretly condemn the law which inflifts 
the punifhment: hence, arifes a want of refpeft for 
Was in general, and a more feeble union of the 
' great ties of government. 
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I have only to add^ upon this part of my fubjefl:, 
that the perniciouB effe<Ets of fympathy, where it does 
not terminate in aftion, are happily provided againft 
by the Jewifh law. Hcnce'.we read of a prohibition 
againft it where perfons fufFer for certain crimes. To 
fpe6bators, the voice of heaven, under fuch circumftan- 
ces, is, " thine eye fliall not pity him." 

4thly. But it is poffible the charafters or conduii 
of criminals may be fuch, as to excite indignation 
or contempt infte^d of pity, in the minds of fpec* 
tators. Let us there enquire, briefly, into the effefts 
of thefe pafRons upon the human mind. Every 
body acknowledges our obligations to univerfal benevo- 
lence ; but thefe cannot b^ fulfilled, unlefe we love 
the whole human race, however diverfified they may 
be by weakncfs or crimes. The indignation or con- 
tempt which is felt for this unhappy part of the great 
family of mankind, muft neceflarily extinguifh a large; 
portion of this univerfal love* Nor is this all 
the men, or perhaps the women Svhofe perfons we 
detcft, poflefs fouls and bodies compofed of the 
fame materials as thofe of our friends and relations. 
They are bone of their bone ; and were originally 
fafhioned with the fame fpirits. What, then, muft be 
the confequence of a familiarity with fuch objecSbs of 
horror, upon our attathments and duties to our friends 
and connexions, or to the reft of mankind ? If a 
fpeclator (hould give himfclf time to refieft upon . 
fuch a fight of human depravity, he would naturally 
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It'ecoil from the embraces of friendfhip, and the endear- 
ments of domcftic life, and perhaps fay with an unfor« 
tunate great man^ after having experienced an inftancc 
of treachery in a friend, " Oh ! that I were a dog, 
*« that I might not call man my brother." The 
Jewifli law forbade more than nine and thirty laflies, 
left the fufferer fliould afterwards become <^ vile" in 
the fight of fpeftators. It is the prerogative of God 
alone, to contemplate the vices of bad men, without 
withdrawing from them the fupport of his benevolencek 
Hence we find, when he appeared in the world, in 
the perfon of his Son, he did not exclude criminals 
from the benefits of his goodnefs. He difmified a 
women caught in the perpetration of a crime, which 
was capital by the Jewifh law, with a friendly admoni- 
tion : and he opened the gates of paradife to a dying 
thief. 

5thly. But let us fuppofe, that criminals are viewed 
without fympathy-— indignation — or contempt. — ^This 
will be the cafe, either when the fpeftators are them- 
felves hardened with vice, or when they are too young, 
or too ignorant, to conned: the ideas of crimes and 
punifliments together. Here, then, a new fource of 
injury arifes from the public nature of punjfhments. 
Every portion of them will appear, to fpeftators of 
this defcription, to be mere arbitrary afls of cruelty r 
hence will arife a difpofition to exercife the fame 
arbitrary cruelty over the feelings and lives of their 
fellow creatures. To fee blows^ or a halter, impofed 

u • 
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in cold blood upon a criminal, whofe paflive 
behaviour, operating with the ignorance of the fpeda- 
tors, indicates innocence more than vice, cannot fail 
of removing the natural obftacles to violence and mur- 
der in the human mind. 

6thly. Public punifhments make many crimes known 
to perfons who would otherwife have pafTed through 
life in a total ignorance of them. They moreover 
produce fuch a familiarity, in the minds of fpc61:ators, 
with the crimes for which tKey are inflifted, that, 
in fome inftances, they have been known to excite a 
propenfity for them. It has been remarked, that a 
certain immorality has always kept pace with pub- 
lic admonitions in the churches in the eaflern ftates. 
In proportion as this branch of ecclcfiaftical difciplinc 
has declined, fewer children have been born out of 
wedlock. 

7thly. Ignominy is univerfally acknowledged to be 
a worfe punifhmcnt than death. Let it not be fup- 
pofed, from this circumftance, that it operates more 
than the fear of death in preventing crimes. On the 
contrary, like the indifcriminate punifliment of death, 
it not only confounds and levels all crimes, but by 
increafing the difprcportion between crimes and punifh- 
ments, it creates a hatred of all law and govern- 
ment ; and thus difpdfes to the perpetration of every 
crime. Laws can only be refpefted and obeyed, while 
they bear aa exafl proportion to crimes. — ^The law 
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which punifhes the fhooting of a fwan with death^ in 
England, has produced a thoufand murder^j. Nor is 
this all the mifchievous influence, which the punifh- 
ment of ignominy has upon fociety. While murder, 
is punifhed with death, the man who robs on the 
high-way, or breaks open, a houfe, muft want the 
common feelings and principles which belong^ to 
human nature, if he does not add murder to theft, in 
order to fcreen himfelf, if he fhould be detefted, from 
that punifhment which is acknowledged to be more 
iterrible than death. ' ' 

It would feem . ftrange, that ignominy fliould ever, 
have been adopted, as a milder punifhment than death; 
did we not know that the human mind feldom arrives 
at truth upon any fubjeft, till it has firft reached 
the extremity of error. 

8thly. But may not the benefit derived to fociety, 
'by employing criminals to repair public roads, or to 
clean flreets, overbalance the evils that have be^n 
mentioned ? I anfwer, by no means. On the contra- 
ry, belides operating in one^ or in alltho, ways that have 
been defcribed, the prnftice of employing criminals in 
public labour, will render labour of every^kind difre- 
putable, more efpecially that fpecies of it^ which has 
for its objefts the convenience or improvement of the 
. flate. It is a well-known faft, that white men foon 
decline labour in the Wefl Indies, and in the fouthern 
ftates, only becaufe the agriculture, and mechanical 
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employments of thofe countries, are carried on chiefly 
by negro flaves. But I obje£l further to the employ, 
ment of criminals on the high-ways and ftreets> from 
the idlenefs it will create, by alluring fpeftators from 
their bufinefs, and thereby depriving the ftate of great- 
er benefits from the induftry of its citizens, than it can 
irtrer derive from the labour of criminals. 

The hiftory of public punifhments, in every age and 
country, is full of faflts, which fupport every principle 
that has been advanced. What has been the operation 
of the feventy thoufand executions, .that have taken 
place in Great Britain from the year i683, to the pre- 
fent day, upon the morals and manners of the inhabi- 
tants of that ifland ? Has not every prifon-door that has 
been opened, to conduft criminals to public fhame and 
punifhment, unlocked, at the fame time, the bars of 
moral obligation upon the minds often times the num- 
ber of people ? How often do we find pockets picked 
under a gallows, and highway robberies committed 
' in fight pf ^^ gibbet ? From whence arofe the confpira- 
cles, with aflaflinations and poifonings, which prevailed 
in the decline of the Roman empire ? Were they not 
fayoured by the public executions of the amphitheatre ? 
It is therefore to the combined operation of indolence, 
prejudice, ignorance and the dcicQ. of culture of the 
human heart, alone, that we are to afcribe the conti- 
nuance of public punifhments, after fuch long and mul- 
tiplied experience of their inefficacy to reforni bad men^ 
01^ tp prevent the commiffion of crimes. 
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HI. Let it not be fuppofed^ frbm any thing thit has 
been faid, that I wi(h to abolifli puniihments. Far 
from it : I wi(h only to change the place and manner 
of inflidling them, {o as to render them efieftual for 
the reformation of criminalsi and beneficial to fociety. 
Before I propofe a plan for this purpofe» I beg leave 
to deliver the following general axioms : 

ift. The knman mind is difpofed to exaggerate 
every thing that is removed from it, by time or 
place. 

adly. h is equally difpofed to enquire after, and to 
magnify fuch tilings as are facrcd. 

3dly. It always afcribes the extremes in qualities, 
to things that are unknown ; and an excefs in duration, 
to indefinite time. 

4thly. Certain and definite evil, by being long con- 
templated, ceafes to be dreaded or avoided. A fol- 
dicr foon lofes, from habit the fear of death in 
battle 5 but retains, in common with other people, the 
terror of death from ficknefs or drowning. 

5thly. An attachment to kindred and fociety is one 
of the ftrongeft feelings of the human heart. A fepe- 
paration from them, therefdre has ever been confider- 
cd as one of the fevered puniihments that can be in- 
fiifled upon man. 



N 



yI50 AN ENQUIRY INTO THE EFIECTS Or 

6thly. Pcrfonal liberty is fo dear to all men, that 
the lofs of it, for an indefinite tir^ic, is a punifti- 
nicnt fo fevere, that deatli has often been preferred 
to It. . 

Thefe axioms being admitted (for they cannot be 
controverted) I fhall proceed next to apply them, 
by fuggefting a plan for the punifhment of crimes, 
which, I flatter niyfelf, will ainVer uU the ends that 
have been propofcd by them, 

I- Let a large houfe be creeled in a convenienr part 
of the flate. Let it be divided into a number of apart- 
ments, referving one large room for public worfhip. 
Let cells be provided for the folitary confinement of 
fuch perfons as are of a refractory temper. Let the 
lioufe be funnlicd with the maternds, and inflrumentJ 

Ax ' 

ft^r carrying on fuch manufactures as can be ccn- 
ilucked with the leaft inftruftion, or previous know- 
ledge. Let a garden adjoin this houfe, in which 
the culprits may occaiionally work, and wAlk. This 
fpot will have a beneficial efi'ccl net only upon health, 
but morab, for it will lead them to a familiarity with 
thofe pure and natural objects which are calculated to 
renew the connexion of fallen man with his creator. 
J-iCt the name of this houfe convey an idea of its bene- 
volent and falutary defign, but let it by no means be cal- 
Wd a prifon, or by ony otlier name that is afibciated 
with what is infamous in the opinion of mankind. 
Let the dlredion of this inftitution be committed to 
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pcrfons of cftablifhed charaftcrs for probity, difcretion 
and humanity, who fhaU be amenable at all times to 
the legiflature, or courts of the ftatc. 

2dly. Let the various kinds of punifliment, that arc 
to be inflicled on crimes, be defined and fixed by law. 
But let no notice be taken, in the law, of the punifli- 
ment that awaits any particular crime. By thefe means 
we fliall prevent the mind from accuftoming itfelf to 
the view of thefe puniflimeats, fo as to deftroy their 
terror by habit. The indifference and levity with 
which fome men fufFer the punifliment of hanging, 
is often occafioned by an infenfibility which is contrac- 
ted by the fre quent anticipation of it, or by the appear- 
ance of the gallows fuggefting the remembrance of 
fcenes of criminal fefl:ivity, in which it was the fubjeft 
of humour or ridicule. Befides, punifliments fliould 
always be varied in degree, according to the temper 
of criminals, or the progrefs of their reformation. 

3dly. Let the duration of ][)unifliments, for all crimes, 
be limitted : but let this limitation be unknown. 
I conceive this fecret to be of the utmofl: importance 
in reforming criminals, and preventing crimes. The 
imagination, when agitated with uncertainty, will fel- 
dqm fail of connefting the longeft duration of pu- 
nifliment, with the fmalleft crime. ' ; -^ 

I cannot conceive any think more calculated to dif- 
fufe terror through a community, and thereby t# 
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prc\*cnt crimesj than the combination of the three cir^ 
cumftances that have been mentioned in punifhments. 
Children will prefs upon the evening fire in liilefiing 
to the tales that will be fpread from this abode of 
mifery. Superftition will add to its horrors : and ro- 
mance will find in it ample materials for fi£lion, 
which cannot fail of increafing the terror of its 
punifliments, 

Let it not be objefted, that the terror produced 
by the hiftory of thefe fecret punifliments, will ope- 
rate like the abortive fympathy I have defer ibed. 
A5iivc fympathy can be fully excited only through 
the avenues of the eyes and the ears. Befides, the 
recolle£lion that the only deCgn of punifliment is the 
reformation of the criminal will fufpend the aftion 
of fympathy altogether. We liften with palenefs to 
the hiftory of a tedious and painful operation in fur* 
gery, without a wifli to arreft the hand of the ope- 
rator. Our fympathy, which in this cafe is of the 
Pqffive kind, is mixed with pleafure, when we are y 
afTured, that there is a certainty of the operation being 
the means of faving the life of the fufFerer. 

Nor let the cxpence of erefting .and fupporting s 
faoufe of repentance, for the purpofes that have been 
mentioned, deter us from the undertaking. It would 
be eafy to demonftrate, that it will not coft one 
fourth as much as the maintenance of the numerous 
jails that are now ncceflary in every well regulated 
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i):ate. But yrhj fliould receptacles be provided and 
fupported at an immenfe expenfe, in every country, 
for the relief of perfons afflided with bodily difor- 
clcrs, and an objeftion be made to providing a place 
for the cure of the difeafes of the mind ? 

The nature — degrees — and duration of the punifh- 
ments, fliould all be determined beyond a certain de- 
gree, by a court properly conftituted for that purpofe, 
and whofe bufmefs it fliould be to vifit the receptacle 
for criminals once or twice a year. 

I am aware of the prejudices of freemen, againft en- 
truiling power to a difcretionary court. But let it be 
remembered, that no power is committed to this court, 
but what is poflefled by the different courts of jufliicc 
in all free countries ; nor fo much as is now wifely and 
necefTarily poflefled by the fupreme and inferior courts, 
in the execution of the penal laws of Pennfylvania. I 
fhall fpend no time in defending the confifliency of pri- 
vate punifliments, with a fafe and free government. 
Truth, upon this fubjeft, cannot be divided. If pub- 
lic punifliments are injurious to criminals and to foci- 
cty, it follows that crimes fliould be puniflied in private, 
or not puniflied at all. There is no alternative. The 
oppofition to private punifliments, therefore is founded 
altogether in prejudice, or in ignorance of the tmc 
principles of liberty. 
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The fafcty and advantages of private puniflimcntsV 
will appear, further, when I add, that the beft governed 
families and fchools are thofe, in which the faults of 
iervants and children are rebuked privately, and where 
confinement and folitude are preferred for correftion, 
to the ufe of the rod. 

In order to render thefe punifliments efFeftual, they 
fliould be accommodated to the conftitutions and 
tempers of the criminals, and the peculiar nature of 
their crimes. Peculiar attention fhould be paid, like- 
wife, in the nature, degrees, and duration of punifh- 
ments, to crimes, as they arife from paflion^ habit 
or temptation. 

The punifhments, fhould confift of bodily pain, la- 
bour, watchfulnefs, folitude, and filence. They (hould 
all be joined with cleanlinefs and a fimple diet. To ' 
afcertain the nature, degrees, and duration of the bodily 
pain, will require fome knowledge of the principles 
of fenfation, and of the fympathies which occur in 
the nervous fyftem. The labour fhould be fo regula- 
ted and direftcd, as to be profitable to the flate. Befides 
employing criminals in laborious and ufeful manufac- 
tures, they may be compelled to derive all their fub- 
fiflance fram a farm and a garden, cultivated by their 
own hands, adjoining the place of their confine- 
ment. 

Thefe punifhments may be ufed feparately, or more 
or lefs combined, according to the nature of the crimes. 
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«r according to the variations of the conftitution and 
temper of the criminals. In the application of them^ v 
the utmoft poflible advantages fliould be taken of the 
laws of the aflbciation of ideas, of habit, and of imi- 
tation. 

To render thefe phyfical remedies more cfFeftual 
they fhould be accompanied by regular inftruftion iri 
the principles and obligations of religion, by perfoni 
appointed for that purpofe. 

Thus far I am fupported, in the application of the 
Tcmedies I have mentioned, for the cure of crimes, 
by the fafts contained in Mr. Howard's hiftory of 
prifons, and by other obfcrvations. It remains yet 
to prefer ibe the fpecific punifhment that is proper for 
c^chfpecific crime. Here my fubjeft begins to opprefs 
me. I have no more doubt of every crime having its 
cure in moral and phyfical influence, than I have of 
the efficacy of the Peruvian bark in curing the> in- 
termitting fever. The only difficulty jis, to find out 
the proper remedy or remedies for particular vices. 
Mr Dufriche de Valaye, in his elaborate treatife upon 
penal laws, has performed the office of a pioneer i^pon 
this difficult fubjeft. He has divided crimes into claf- 
fes ; and has affixed punifhments to eacli of them, in 
a number of ingenious tables. Some of the connec- 
tions he has eftablilhed, between crimes and punifli- 
menrs, appear to be juft. But many of his punifhments 
^re contrary to the firft principles of aftion in man j 
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and all of them arc, in my opinion, improper, as far 
as he orders them to be inflifted in the eye of the public. 
His attempt, however, is laudable, and delerves the 
praife of every friend to mankind. 

If the invention of a machine for facilitating labour, 
has been repaid with the gratitude of a country, how 
much more will that man deferve, w^ho fhall invent the 
moft fpeedy and effedtual methods of reftoring the vi- 
cious part of mankind to virtue, and happinefs, and of 
extirpating a portion of vice from the world ? Happy 
condition of human affairs ! when humanity, philo- 
fophy and chriftianity, fhall unite their inf.uence to 
teach men, that they are brethren ; and to prevent 
their preying any longer upon each other ! Kappy 
citizens of the United States, whofe governments 
permit them to adopt every difcovery in the moral 
or intelleftual world, that leads to thefe benevolent 
purpofes ! 

Let it not be objefted, that it will be impofliblc for 
men, who have expiated their offences by the mode of 
punifliment that has been propofed, to recover their 
former connexions with fociety. This objefticn arifes 
from an unfortunate afibciation of ideas. The infamy 
of criminals is derived, not fo much from tlie remem- 
brance of their crimes, as from the recolle£l:ion of 
the ignominy of their puniftiments. Crimes produce 
a ftain, which maybe wafhed out by reformation, and 
v/hieh frequently wears away by time j but public 
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puniflimcnts leave fears which disfigure the whole 
charafter; and hence pcrfbns, who have fufiered 
them, are ever afterwards viewed with horror or aver* 
Hon. If crimes were expiated by private difcipline, and 
fucceeded by reformation, criminals would probably 
fufFer no more in charaSer from them, than men 
fuffcr in their reputation or ufefulnefs from the punifh- 
ments they have undergone when bpys at fchool. 

I am fo perfectly fatisfied of the truth of this opinion, 
that methinks I already hear the inhabitants of our vil- 
lages and townftiips counting the years that fliall com- 
plete the reformation of one of their citizens. I behold 
them running to meet him on the day of his deliverance. 
His friends and family bathe his cheeks with tears of 
joy ; and the univerfal fhout of the neigbourhood is, 
" This our brother was loft, and is found — was dead 
and is alive." 

It has long been a defideratum in government, that 
there fhould exift in it no pardoning power, fincc the 
certainty of punifliment operates fo much more than 
its feverity, or infamy, in preventing crimes. But where 
punifhments are exceffive in degree, or infamous from 
being public, a pardoning power is abfolutely necef- 
fary. Remove their feverity and public infamy, and 
a pardoning power ceafes to be neceflary in a code of 
criminal jurifprudence. Nay, further — it is fuch a 
defect in penal laws, as in fome meafure defeats every 
invention to prevent crimes, or to cure habits of vice. 
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If punifliments were moderate, juft, and private, they 
would exalt the feelings of public juftice and benevo- 
lence fo far above the emotions of humanity in wit- 

neffes, juries and judges, that they would forget to 
conceal, or to palliate crimes ; and the certainty of pu- 
nifhment, by extinguifhing all hope of pardon in the 
criminal, would lead him to conneft the beginning 
of his repentance with the laft words of his fentencc 
of condemnation. To obtain this great and • falutary 
end, there fhould exift certain portions of puniftiment, 
both in duration and degree, which fhould be placed 
by law beyond the power of the difcretionary court 
before mentioned, to fhorten or mitigate. 

I have faid nothing upon the manner of in- 
flifting death as a punifhmcnt for crimes, becaufe I 
confider it as an improper punifliment for .-jny crime. 
Even murder itfelf is propagated by the punifliment ' 
of death for murder. Of this we have a remarkable 
proof in Italy. The duke of Tufcany foon after 
the publication of the marquis of Beccaria's excellent 
treatife upon this fubjeft, aboliflied death as a puuifh- 
ment for murder. A gentleman, who refided five 
years at Pifa, informed me, that only five murders 
had been perpetrated in his dominions in twenty 
years. The fame gentleman added, that after his 
Tcfidence in Tufcany, he fpent three months in Romc^ 
where death is flill the punifliment of murder, and 
where executions, according to Dr. Moore, are conduft- 
cd with peculiar circumflances of public parade. Du* 
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*ing this fliort period, there were fixty murders com- 
xnitted in the precinfts of that city. It is remarkable, 
the manners, principles, and religion, of the inhabitants 
of Tufcany and Rome, are exaftly the fame. The 
abolition of death alone, as a punifhment for murder, 
produced this difference in the moral charafter of 
the two nations. 

I fufpeft the attachment to death, as a punifli- 
ment for murder, in^ minds otherwife enlightened, 
upon the fubjeft of capital punifhments , arifes from 
a falfe interpretation of a paiTage contained in the 
old teftament, and that is, *^ he that flieds the blood 
of man, by man fhall his blood be fhed." This has 
been fuppofed to imply that blood could only be ex- 
piated by blood. But I am difpofed to believe, with 
a late commentator* upon tlus text of fcripture, that 
it is rather a prediElion than a law* The language of 
it is fimply, that fuch will be the depravity and 
folly of man, that murder, in every age, fliall beget 
murder. Laws, therefore, which infli6b death for 
murder, are, in my opinion, as unchriftian as thofe 
which juftify or tolerate revenge % for tl^e obligations 
of chriftianity upon individuals, to promote repentance^ 
to forgive injuries, and to difcharge the duties of 
mniverfal benevolence, are equally binding upon ftates. 

The power over human life, is the fole prero- 
gative of him who gave it. Human laws, therefore, 

• The revercKd Mr. William Turner, in thefecond v©I. of Memwrs 
•fths Literary and Phil olbp hi ca I Society of Manchefter. 
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rife in rebellion againft this prerogative, when thcjr 
transfer it to human hands. 

V 

If fociety can be fecured from violence, by confining 
the murderer, fo as to prevent a repetition of his 
crime, the end of extirpation will be anfwered. In 
confinement, he may be reformed : and if this fhould 
prove imprafticable, he may be reftrained for a term 
of years, that will probably, be coeval with his life. 

There was a time, when the punifliment of cap- 
tives with death or fervitude, and the indifcriminate 
deftru61ion of peaceable hufbandmen, women, and 
children, were thought to be eflential, to the fuccefs 
of war, and the fafety of ftates. But experience has 
taught us, that this is not the cafe. And in propor- 
tion as hunwnity has triumphed over thefe maxims 
of falfe policy, wars have been lefs frequent and terri- 
ble, and nations have enjoyed longer intervals of in- 
ternal tranauility. The virtues are all parts of a circle. 
Whatevtrlf'is humane, is wife — whatever is wife, is 
juft — and whatever is wife, juft, and humane, will 
be found to be the true intcreft of ftates, whether 
criminals or foreign enemies are the objefts 6f their 
legiflation. 

I have taken no notice of perpetual banifhment, as 
a legal punifliment, as I confider it the next in de- 
gree, in folly and cruelty, to the punifliment of death. 
If the receptacle for criminals, which has been pro- 
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pored, is erefted in a remote part of the ftate, it 

^^ill aft with the fame force upon the feelings of th^ 

h.\inian heart, as perpetual baniflimcnt. Exile, when 

I>«rpetual, by deftroying one of the moft powerful prin» 

<iiplcs of adlion in man, viz. the love of kindred and 

Country, deprives us of all the advantages, which 

^^ight be derived from it, in the bufinefs of reformation. 

"VThile certain paffions arc weakened, this noble paffion 

is ftrengthened by age : hence, . by preferving this 

paffion alive, we fumifh a prmciple, which, in time 

may become an overmatch for thofe vicious habits, 

which feparated criminals from their friends and from 

fociety. 

Notwithftanding this teftimony againft the puniih- 
ment of death and perpetual banifhment, I cannot help 
adding, that there is more mercy to the criminal, and 
lefs injury done to fociety, by both of them, than by 
puilic infamy and pain, without them. 

The great art of furgery has been faid to confift in 
(aving, not in deftroying, or amputating the difeafed 
parts of the human body. Let governments learn to 
imitate, in this refpeft, the OdW and humanity of the 
healing art. Nature knows no wafte in any of her 
operations. £ven putrefaction itfelf is the parent of 
ufeful productions to man. Human ingenuity imitates 
nature in a variety of arts. Offal maters, of all kinds, 
are daily converted into the means of increafing the 
profits of induftry, and the pleafures of human life. 

T 
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The foul of man alone, with all its moral and intef* 
leflual powers, when milled by paflion> is abandoned^ 
by the ignorance or cruelty of man, to unprofitable 

C€»rruptife)n/or extirpation. 

I ' . 
A worthy prelate of the church of England once-. 

faid upon feeing a criminal led to execution, " There 

. ■ ... .' • • 

goes my wicked felf," Confidering the vices to which 
the frailty of human nature expofes whole families of 
every rank and clafs m life, it becqnles us, whenever 
we .fpe.a fellow creature led to public infamy and 
pain, to add further. " There goes , my unhappy 
father, my unhappy brother, or my unhappy fon,"" 
, and afterwards to aik ourfelves, whether />nW/^ pun'fh- 
ments-^re not to be preferred to public. 

, For the honour of humanity it can be fald, that in 
every age and country, there have been found perfons- 
in whom uncorrupted nature has triumphed over 
cuftom and law. Elfe, why do we hear cf houfes 
being abandoned near to places of public execution B 
Why do we fee doors and windows fhut on the days 
or hours of criminal exhibitions ? Why do we hear 
of aid being fecrctly afforded to criminals, to mitigate- 
or elude the feverity of their punifhments ? Why is 
the public executioner of the law an objeft of fuch 
general deteftation ? Thefe things are latent ftruggles- 
of rcafon, or rather the fecret voice of God himfelf, 
fpcaking in the human heart, againfl the folly and. 
cruelty of public punifhment. 
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I ihall conclude this enquiry by obferving, that 
Tthcfamc falfe reifgion and philofophy, which once 
kindled the fire on the alter of perfecution, now doom 
the criminal to public ignominy and deaith. In pro- 
portion as the principles of philofophy and chriftianity 
are underftood, they will agree in extinguifhing the 
one, and deftroying the other. If thefe principles 
^continue to extend their influence upon government, as 
they have done for fome years pad, I cannot help cn^ 
tertaining a hope, that the time is not very diftant, 
when the gallowsj the pillory, the SockSj the whipp;- 
jng'poil and the wheel-barrow,' (the ufual engines of 
public punifhments) will be connefted with the hiftory 
of the rack and the ftake, as marks of the barbarity 
of ages and countries, and as melancholy proofs of. the 
feebly operation of reafoa and religion upon the 
Jiumstn mind. . - 






Ak enqu iry into the cons I stency of the pumisk ] 

MENT OF MURDER BY DEATHj WITH REASOK A1II> 
REVELATION. 



I. T^HE Puniflimcnt of Murder by Death, is 
-*- contrary to reafon^ and to the order and 
happinefs of fociety. 

I. It leflens the horror of taking away human life, 
and thereby tends to multiply murders. 

21. It produces murder by its influence upon peo- 
ple who are tired of life, and who, from a fuppofition 
that murder is a lefs crime than fuicide, deftroy a life 
(and often that of a near conne£):ion) and afterwards 
deliver themfelves up to the laws of their country, 
that they may efcape from their mifery by means of a 
halter. 

3. The punifliment of murder by death multiplies 
murders, from the difficulty it creates of convifting 
perfons who are guilty of it. Humanity, revolting 
at the idea of the feverity and certainty of a capiul 
punifliment, often fteps in, and collefts fuch evidence 
in favour of a murderer, as fcreens him from death 
altogether, or palliates his crime into manflaughten 
Even the law itfelf favours the acquital of a murderer 
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by making the ciicumftatice of premeditation and 
malice, neceflary to render the offence, a capital crime. 
Mr. Townfend tells us in jiis travels into Spain^ 
that feventy murders were perpetrated in Malaga in 
the 16 months which preceeded his vifit to that 
city, all of which efcaped with impunity, and pro- 
bably from the caufes which have been mentioned* 
If the punifhment of murder confifted in long con- 
finement, and hard labour, it would be proportioned 
to the meafure of our feelings of juftice, and every 
member of fociety would be a vsratchman, or a ma- 
giftrate, to apprehend a deftroyer of human life, and 
to bring him to puniihment. 

4. The punifhment of murder by death checks the 
operations of univerfal juftice, by preventing the 
punifhment of. every fpecies of murder. 

5. The punifhment of murder by death has been 
proved to be contrary to the order and happinefs of 
fociety, by the experiments of fome of the wifeft 
legiflators in Europe. The Emprefs of Rufia, the 
King of Sweden, and the Duke of Tufcany, have 
nearly extirpated murder from their dominions, by 
converting its punifhments into the means of bene- 
fiting fociety, and reforming the criminals who per- 
petrate it. 

II. The punifhment of niurdcr by death is con* 
trary to divine revelation, A religion which commands 

* Vol. 3. 






l9MT,tQiJi9fgk\^'m^d'^sven to do good to^ our eiieniies« 
canineTec^rauthorife the puai&ment of murder by 
*»di*». ^ V-engenec .ifcjmifie," faid the Lord; « I 
miW rfcjtfjf." Itvw to bo purpofc to fay here, that 
ikilt Tongeeince it tiken crut of the hands of ah indiir 
•vidfial^ and dti^Kid againfl: the criminal by the hand 
4£igbYemment. : k is equally an ufurpation of th^ 
•prerogative of iietTen^ whether it be inflifled by a 
fingie-rperfony: i^i! b]p a whole community. 

■ • ■ - 

Tierc'T expeft to meet. with an appeal from tl^c 
letter and fpirit .of the gpfpcl, to the law of MoCss, 
wKicTi declares, " he that killcth a man fhall b^ 
put to death." Forgive, indulgent heaven ! the ig- 
norance and cruelty: of mar^ which, by the mifap- 
plic^tion of this text of fcriptiire, has fo Jong and fo 
often ilained. the religion. .of Jefus Cferifl with folly 

• 

and.rev;(jnn:e. 

. ; . ^ /-i "j: -:-. ■.-■.: 

• The feilovfiag toiifiderations, I hope, will prove 
that .no argument can be deduced from' this law, to 
juftifyitiae puniihment- of murder by death ; — on the 
rontrary, that feveral arguments againft it, may be 
diirived from a juft and rational explanation of that 
partof tlie Levitical inftitutions. 



/I 



I. There are many things in fcripture above, but 
nothing contrary to, reafon. Now, the puniflmient 
of ftiufder by death, is contrary to reafon. It cannot^ 
therefore, be agreeable to the will of God. 



ii. ^rhe order and happifnefs of focicty cannot :£ial 
of being flgrceaUeto the wiU of.God*- BuHhepiH'. 
nifliment of murder by deatji^ .delteoys the order and 
I^appinefs of focicty, : It muft, therefore be. contrary 

to the will of God, ■ > '■ ! ':;'': .!■';-• Iti: 

3. Many of the laws given by Mofes, were accom- 

modated to the ignorance, wTckedtiers, and «* harlincts 

" of heart/' of the Jpws. Hence their diviftc iegi- 

flator exprefsly fays, " I gave them 'ftatutcs tfiat were 

^< not good, and judgments whereby they IhoiiTd not 

live." Of this, the law whTclr refpefts divorces, and 

the law of retaliation, which required,'" an "eye for 

• ■■"'■. 

*« an eye, and a tooth for a tooth,'^ are remarkable 

inftances. 

But we are told, that the punifliment of murder by 
death, is founded notronly on the law of Mofes, but 
upon a pofitive precept given ta Koah and his poflc— 
rity, that « whofo Iheddeth man's blood, by man Ihall 
his blood be fhed/' If the interpretation of this 
text given in a former efltiy* be not admitted, I fliall 
attempt to explain it by remarking, that loon after the 
flood, the infancy and weaknefs of fociety rendered it 
impofliblc to punifh murder by coh6nement. Tlierc 
was therefore no medium between infli<airlg death 
upon a murderer, and fufFcring him to efcape with 
impunity, and thereby to perpetrate more afts of vio- 
lence againft his fellow creatures. It pleafed God^ 
in this condition of the World, to permit a lefs, m 

•Enquiry into i he effetU of public punifliments. p. 15^.- 
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order to prerent a greater evil. He therefore commits 
for a while his exclufivc power over human life, to 
his creatures for the fafety and prcfervation of an 
infant fociety, which might otherwife have periftied, 
and with it, the only flock of the human race. The 
command indire£Hy im plies that the crime of murder 
was not puniihed by death in the mature ftate of fo- 
ciety which exifted before the flood. Nor is this the 
only inftance upon record in tlJe fcriptures in which 
God has delegated his power over human life to his 
creatures. Abraham exprefles no furprife at the com- 
mand which God gave him to facrifice his fon. He 
fubmits to it ns a precept founded in reafon and natural 
juftice, for notliing could be more obvious, than that 
the giver of life had a right to claim it, when and in 
fuch manner as he pleafcd. Till men are able to 
give life, it becomes them to tremble at the thought of 
taking it away. Will a man rob God ? — Yes — he 
robs him of what is infinitely dear to him — of his 
darling attribute of mercy, every time he deprives a 
fellow creature of life. 

4. If the Mofaic law, with refpe£t to murder, be 
obligatory upon Chriftians, it follows that it is equally 
obligatory upon them to punifh adultery, blafphemy 
and other capital crimes that are mentioned in the 
Levitical law, by death. Nor is this all : it juftifies 
the extirpation of the Indians, and ilie enilaving of 
the Africar.s ; for the ccwmanJ to the Jews t© 
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deftroy the Canaanites, and to make flaves of their 
heathen neighbours, is as pofitive as the command 
v/hich declares, *^ that he that killeth a man, (hall furcly 
be put to death." 

5. juvery part of the Levitlcal law, is full of types 
of the Mefliah. May not the puniftiment of death, 
infli£led by it, be intended to reprefent the demerit 
and confeqyeuces of (in, as the cities of refuge were 
the offices of the MefRih ? And may not the enlarge- 
ment of murderers who had fled to thofe cities of refuge, 
upon the death of a high prieft, reprefent the eternal 
^abrogation of the law which inflicted death for murder, 
by the meritorious death of the Saviour of the world ? 

6. The imperfeftion and fe verity of thefe laws 
v/ere probably intended farther— »-to illuftrate the per- 
fe£lion and mildnefs of the gofpel difpenfation. It is 
in this manner that God has manifefted himfelf in 
many of his a6^s.- He created darknefs firft, to illufr 
trate by comparifon the beauty of light, and he per- 
mits fin, mifery, and death in the moral world, that 
he may hereafter difplay more illuftrioufly the bleffings 
of righteoufnefs, happinefs, and immortal life. This 
opinion is favoured by St. Paul, who fays, <* the 
" law made nothing perfeft, and that it was a 
*< fhadow of good things to come." 

How delightful to difcover fuch an exadl; harmony 
between the diftates of reafon, the order and hap- 

Z 
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pinefs of fociety, and the precepts of the gofpel!* 
There is a perfect unity in truth. Upon all fubjects 
— in all ages — and in all countries — truths of every 
kind agree witli each other. I fliall now take notice 
of fome of the common arguments, which arc made 
ufc of, to defend the punifhments of murder by death, 

I. It has been faid, that the common fenfe of all 
nations, and particularly of favages, is in favour of 
punifhing murder by death. 

The common fenfe of all nations is in favour of 
the commerce and flavery of their fellow creatures. 
But this does not take away from their immorality. 
Could it be proved that the Indians punifh murder 
by death, it would not eftablifh the right of man over 
the life of a fellow creature; for revenge, we know 
in its utmoft extent is the univerfal and darling paffion 
of all favage nations. The practice morever, (if it 
exift) muft have originated in necejfity : for a people 
who have no fettled place of refidence, and who are 
avcrfe from all labour, could reftrain murder in no 
other way. But I am difpofed to doubt whether the 
Indians punlfli murder by death among their own 
tribes. In all thofe cafes where a life is taken away 
by an Indian of a foreign tribe, they always demand 
the fatisfaftion of life for life. But this praftice is 
founded on a defire of prcfcrv'ing a balance in their 
numbers and power ; foi among nations which confift 
of only a few warriors, the lofs of an individual. 
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often deftroys this balance, and thereby expofes them 
to war or extermination. It is for the fame purpofe 
of keeping up an equality in numbers and power, 
that they often adopt captive children into their nations 
and families. What makes this explanation of tlie 
praftice of punifhing murder by death among the 
Indians more probable, is, that we find the fame 
bloody and vindiftive fatisfa£tion is required of a 
foreign nation, whether the pcrfon loft, be killed by 
an accident, or premeditated violence. Many fa.fls 
might be mentioned from travellers to prove that the 
Indians do not punifli murder by death within the 
jurifdiftion of their own tribes. I fliall mention only 
one, which is taken from the Rev. Mr. John Mega- 
polenfis's account of tlie Mohawk Indians, lately pub- 
liftied in Mr Hazard's hiftorical colle<3:ion of ftate par 
pers. — ** There is no punifhment, (fays our author) 
*' here for murder, but every one is his own avenger. 
** The friends of the deceafed revenge themfelves 
*^ upon th^ murderer until peace is made with the 
<« next a kin. But although they are fo cruel, yet 
** there are not half fo many murders committed 
<< among them as among Chriftians, notwithftanding 
*< their fevere laws, and heavy penalties." 

2. It has been faid, that the horrors of a guilty 
confcience proclaim the juftice and neceflity of death, 
as a punifliment for murder. I draw an argument of 
another nature from this faft. Are the horrors of 
confcience the punifhment that God inflids upon 
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murder ? Why, then ftiould we (horten or deftroy 
th m by death, efpecially as we are ti ught to dire£l 
the mod atrocious murderers to expeft pardon in the 
future world ? No, let us not counterafl th.e govern- 
ment of God in the human bread: let the murderer 
live — but let it be to fufFer the reproaches of a guilty 
confcience ; let him live, to make compcnfation to 
fociety for the injury he has done it, by robbing it of 
a citizon ; let him live to maintain the family of the. 
man whom he has murdered ; let him live, that the 
punifhment of his crime may become univerfal 5 and, 
laflly, let him live, that murder may be extirpated 
from the Hft of human crimes ! 

Let us examine the condufl: of the m.oral Ruler of 
the world towards the fnft murderer.^— See Cain, 
returning from his field, with his hands reeking with 
the blood of his brother ! Po the heavens jrather 
olacknefs, r.nd does a flafh of lightning blaft him to 
the earth ? No. Does his father Adam, the natural 
legiflator and judge of the world, inflict upon him 
the puniflimcrtt of death ? No. The infinitely wife 
God becomes his judge and executioner. He expels 
him from the fociety of which he was' a member. He 
fixes in his confcience a never dying worm. He fub- 
je£ls him • to the ncc^fTity of labour j and to fecure a 
duration of his punifi:ment, proportioned to his crime, 
he puts a mark of prohibition upon him, to prevent 
his being put to death, by weak and angry men j 
declaring, at the lame time, that *< whofccver fhyeth 
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«« Cain, vengeance Ihall be taken on him fcven- 
<^ fold. 

But further, if a neceiTarv connexion cxifted be- 
tween the crime of murder and death in the mind 
and laws of the Deity, how comes it that Mofes and 
David efcaped it ? They both imbrued their hands in 
innocent blood, and yet the horrors of a guilty con- 
fcience were their only punifliment. The fubfequent 
conduft of thofe two great and good men, proves that 
the heart may retain a found part after committing 

■ 

murder, and that even murderers, after repentance, 
may be the vehicles of great temporal and fpiritual 
bleffings to mankind. 

3. The declaration of St. Paul before Fcftus, refpeft- 
ing the punifliment of death,* and the fpeech of the 
clying thief on the crofs,-|- are faid to prove the lawful- 
nefs of punifliing murder by death : but they prove 
only that the punifliment of death was agreeable to the 
Roman law. Human life was extremely cheap under 
the Roman government. Of this we need no further 
proof than the head of John the Baptift forming a part 
of a royal entertainment. From the frequency of pub- 
lic executions, among thofe people, the /word was 
confidered as an emblem of public juftice. But to 

* ** For if I b« an offender, and have committed any thing worthy of 
** death, I refufe not to die.'*— A6ts xxv.and 11. 

^ it We indeed" fuffer " juftfy, for we receive the due reward of our 

*'dccd3."— — Luke xxiii. aad 41. 

7 
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fuppofe, from the appeals which are ft^metimes made 
to it as a fign of juftice, that capital punifhments arc 
approved of in tlie New Teftament, is as abfurd as 
it would be to fuppofe that horfe-racing was a chriftian 
cxercife, from St. Paul's frequent allufions to the 
Olympic games. 

The declaration of the barbarians upon feeing the 
fiiake faften upon St. Paul's hand, proves nothing but 
the ignorance of thofe uncivilized people *, — " and 
<< when the barbarians faw the venomous beaft hang oi^ 
•* his hand, they faid among themfelves, no doubt thid 
<« man is a murderer, whom, though he hath efcaped 
*«* the fea, yet vengeance fufFcreth not to live." — A£l& 
xvii. and 4th. 

Here it will be proper to diftinguifh between tliC 
fenfe of juftice fo univerfal among all nations, and an 
approbation of death as a punifhment for murder. 
The former is v<rrittcn by the finger of God upon 
every human heart, but like his own attribute of 
juftice, it has the happincfs of individuals and of 
focicty for itsobjedts. It is always miflcd, when it 
feeks for fatisfaftion in punifliments that are injurious 
to lociety, of that are difprcpcrtioncd to crimes. The 
fatisfaflion of this univerfal fcnfc of juftice by the 
puniftiments of imprifonment and labour, would far 
exceed that which is derived from tlie punifliment of 
death j for it would be of longer duration, and it 
would more frequently occur ; for^ upon a principle 
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rly mentioned, fcarccly any fpecics of murder 
Id efcape with impuuity.J 



he conduft and difcourfes of our Saviour (liould 
ti^Nveigh every argument that has been or can be 
in favour of capital punifhment for any crime 
en the woman caught in adultery was brought to 
, he evaded infli£iing the bloody fen ten ce of the 
ifh law upon her Even the maiming of the body 
ears to be ofFenfive in his fight ; for when Peter 
"w his fword, and fmote off the ear of the fervant 
the high prieft, he replaced it by miracle, and at 
*«-^ fame time declared, that *' all they who take the 
**- iword, fhall perifh with the fword." He forgave 
^i>.<i crime of murder, on his crofs'^ and after hi&rc- 
•Urreftion, he commanded his difciples to preach the 
gofpel of forgivenefs, jf;^ at Jerufalem, where he 
^'^ell knew his murderers ftill refided. Tliefe ftriking 
»^<3s are recorded for our imitation, and feem intended 
to fhew that the Son of God died, not only to re- 
concile God to man, but to reconcile men to each 
i)ther.* Tlierc is one pafTage more, in the hiflory of 
Qur Saviour's life which would of itfclf overfet the 

J A fcaleof punlilimen::^, by means of Imprifonment and labour, might 
tafily be contrived, fo as to be accomodated to the different degrees of 
atrocity in murder. For example— fjr the firft or higheft degree of guiky 
let the punifhment be folitudc and darknefs, and a toral wj«/ of employ- 
ment. For tho fecond, f.)lltade and labour, with the benefit of light. 
For the third, coafi.iemeni: anJ labour. The Juration of theie punifliment* 
ihould likewife be governed by the atrocity of the murder, and by the 
ilgns of conLritlojiaiid amendment in the criminal. 
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juftjce of the puiiIiliRicnt of death for murder, if 
every olher pirt of the Bible had been fiWnt upon the 
rubjc,fl. When two of his difciples, aftuated by the 
fpirit of vindiclive IcgiiLuors, requcfted permifllon 
of him to call down fire from Heaven to coiifume the 
inhofpitable Samaritans, he anfwered them «« The 
*f Son of Man is not come to deflroy men's lives but 
*' to fave them." I wifh thefe words compofed the 
motto of the arms of every nation upon the face of 
the earth. They inculcate every duty that is calcula- 
ted to prcferve, reftore, or prolong human life. 
They militate alike againft war — and capital punifh- 
ments — the obje6^s of which, are the unprofitable de- 
ftruftion of the lives of men. How precious does a 
human life appear from thefe words, in the fight of 
heaven ! Paufe, Legiflators, when you give your 
votes for infli(£ling the punifhment of death for any 
crime You fruftrate in one inftance, the defign of 
the miflion of the Son of God into the world, and 
thereby either deny his appearance in the flefh, or 
rejeft the truth of his gofpel. You, moreover, 
ftrengthen by your conduft the arguments of the 
Dcifts againft the particular do6lrines of tlie Chrifti- 
an revelation. You do more, you preferve a bloody- 
fragment of the Jewifh inftitutions. — « The Son of 
'* Man came not to dejiroy men's lives, but to fave 
« tliem " Excellent words ! I require no others to 
fatisfy me of the truth and divine original of the Chrif- 
tian religion ; and while I am able to place a finger, 
upon this text of fcripture, I will not believe an angel 
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from heaven, fliould he declare that the puhifliment 
of death, for any crime, was inculcated, or permitted 
by the fpirit of the gofpel. 

The precious nature of Jiuman • life in the eyes of 
the Saviour of mankind, appears further in the compa- 
rative value which he has placed upon it in the fol- 
lowing words.* *^ For what is a man profited, if he 
fhall gain the whole world, & lofe his life, or what 
fliall a man give in exchange for his /^." I have re- 
je6led the word foul which is ufed in the common 
tranflation of this verfe. The original word in the 
Greek, fignifies lifey and it is thus happily and juftly 
tranflated in the verfe which precedes it. 

4. It has been faid, that a man who has committed 
a murder, has difcovered a malignity of heart, that 
renders him ever afterwards unfit to live in human 
fociety. This is by no means true in many, and 
perhaps in moft of the cafes of murder. It is moft 
frequently the efFedt of a fudden guft of paflion, and 
has fometimes been the only ftain of a well-fpent, or 
inofFenfive life. There are many crimes which unfit 
a man much more for human fociety, than a finglc 
murder ; and there have been inftances of murderers, 
who have efcaped, or bribed the laws of their coun- 
try, who have afterwards become peaceable and ufeful 
members of fociety. Let it not be fuppofed that I 

* Matthew, x. v, 26. 

A a 
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wiOi to palliate, by this remark, the enormity of 
murder. Far from it. It is only becaufe I view 
mu: ier with fuch fuperlative horror, that I wifli t^ 
deprive our laws of the power of perpetuating and 
encouraging it. 

It has been faid, that the confefEons of murderer* 
have, in many inftances, fanftioned the juftice of their 
punifhment. I do not wifli to leffen the influence 
of fuch vulgar errors as tend to prevent crimes^ but 
I will venture to declare, that many more murderers 
efcape difcovery, than are detefted,' or punifhed. — 
Were I not afraid of trefpafling upon the patience o£ 
my readers, I might mention a number of fafls^ in 
which circumftances of the mod trifling nature have 
become the means of detedling theft and forgery; 
ftom which I could draw as ftrong proofs of the 
watchfulnefs of Providence over the property of 
individuals, and the order of fociety, as have been 
drawn ftom the deteftion of murder. I might mention 
inftances, likewife, of perfons in whom confcience 
has produced reftitution for ftolen goods, or confeffion 
of the juftice of rhe punifliment which was inflidied 
for theft. Confcience and knowledge always keep 
pace with each other, both with refpeft to divine 
and human laws. 

The acquiefccnce of murderers in the juftice of 
their execution, is the efFedl of prejudice and educa- 
tion. It cannot flow from a confcience a£ling in 



concert with leafon or religion — for they botli fpcak 
a very different language. 

The world has certainly undergone a material 
change for the better within the hft two hundred 
years. This change has been produced dikHy, by 
the fecret and unacknowledged influence'of Chriftianity 
upon the hearts of racn. It is agreeable to trace the 
efiefts of the Chriftian reHgion in the extirpation of 
fiavery — in the diminution of the number of capita] 
puniihnients, and in the mitigation of the horrors of 
war. There was a time when mailers poffefled a 
power over the livesof their (laves. But Chriftianity 
has depofed this power, and mankind begin to fee 
every where that flavery is alike contrary to the interelts 
of fociety, and the fpirit of thegofpel. There was a 
time when torture was part of thepunifliment of death, 
and wlicn the number of capital crimes in Great 
Britain, amounted to one hundred and fixty-one. — 
Chriftianity has aboliilied the former, and reduced 
the latter to not more than fix or feven. It lias done 
more. It has confined, in fome inftances, capital 
puniftimcnts to the crime of murder — and in fome 
countries it has abohflicd it altogether. The influence 
of Chriftianity upon the modes of war, has ftill been 
more remarkable. It ts agreeable to trace its progrefs. 

ift. Iiirefcuing women and children from being 
the objects of the deflations of war, in common 
with men. 
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adij.ln preventing the deftruftion of captives taken 
in battle, in cold blood. 

3dlyl In protefting the peaceable hufbandman from 
(baring in the carnage of war. 

4thly. In producing an exchange of prifoners, 
inftead of dooming them to perpetual flavery. 

5thly. In avoiding the invafioh or deftruftion, in 
certain cafes, of private property. 

6thly. In declaring all wars to be unlawful but 
fuch as are purely defenfive. 

- This is the" only tenutift by which war now holds 
its place among ChriiUan^, . It requires but litle in- 
genuity to prove that a; defenfive war cannot be car- 
ried on fuccefsfuUy without offenfive operations. 
Already the princes and nations of the world difcover 
the ftruggles of opinion or confcience in their pre-^ 
parations> for war. Witnefs the many national dif- 
put^s which have been lately terminated in Europe 
by negociation, or yiediation. Witnefs too, the 
eftabliftiment of the conftitution.of the United States 
without force or bloodflied. Thcfe events indicate 
an improving ftate of human affairs. They lead us 
to look forward with expedlation to the time, when 
the weapons of war fhall be changed into implements 
of hufbandry, and when rapine and violence (hall be 
no more. Thefe events are the promifed fruits of 
the gofpel. If they do not come to pafs, the prophets 
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deceived us. But if they do— war muft be ag 
co:mtrary to the fpirit of the gofpel, as fraud, or mur. 
d^ X", or any other of the vices which arc reproved or 
e^d-tirpatcdby it. 

P. S. Since the publication of tliis eflay and the 

p^t-^ceeding one, the Author has had the pleafure of 

fei<^ing his principles reduced to praftice in the 

St^te of Pennfylvania, in the abolition of the punifh- 

nr^ ^nt of death for all crimes, (the higheft degree of 

J^*^^ XII der excepted) and in private punifhments being 

fvxlftituted to thofe which were public. The effe£ls 

^f* this reformation in the penal laws of our ftate have 

■^^en, a remarkable diminution of crimes of all kindsy 

■ 

^nd a great encreafe of conviftions in a given num- 
ber of offenders. The expenfes of tHe houie appro- 
priated to the punifhment of criminals have been mor^ 
than defrayed by the profits of their labor. Many 
of them have been reformed, arid become ufeful 
members of fociety, and very few Have relapfed into 
former habits of vice. 

The Author is happy in adding, that a reformation 
in the penal laws of theftates of New York and 
New Jerfey has taken place, nearly fimilar to that 
Vrhich has been mentioned, in Pennfylvania. 

It would be an aft of injuftice in this place not 
to acknowledge that the principles contained in the 
foregoing effays, would probably have never been realiz- 
ed, had they not been fupported and enforced by the elo- 
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quence of the late William Bradford £fq. and the 
zeal of Caleb Lownes. To both thefe gentlemen^ 
humanity and reafon owe great obligations. Mr. 
Lownes has demonftrated by fafts, the fuccefs 0£ 
fchemes of philanthrophy, once deemed vifionary and 
impradticable. His plans for employing, and reform 
ing his unfortunate fellow creatures in the Fhiladelphl 
prifon, difcover great knowledge of the ceconomy o 
the body, and of the principles of aftion in th« 
mind. To comprehend fully the ingenuity and ben 
tolencc of thefe plans, it will be ncceffary to vifit ik^ 
prifon. There fcience and religion exhibit a triump 
over vice and mifery, infinitely more fublime an. 
affecting} than all the monuments of ancient conqueft 
It is thus the father of the human race has decree 
the ultimate extermination of all evil, viz. by mani 
feftations of love to his fallen creatures. For th^" 
details of tlie difcipline, order, produfts of kbor. Sec. 
of this prifon, the reader is referred to two elegant 
pamphlets, the one by Mr. De Liancourt, of France, 
the other by Mr. Turnbull of South Carolina. 
July, 4 1797. 




A PLAN OF A Peace- Off ICE for the United 

States. 



AMONG the defefks which have been point- 
ed out in the federal conftitution by its 
^antifederal enemies, it is ihuch to be lamented that no 
perfon has taken notice of its total filence upon the 
fubjeft of an office of the utmoft importance to the 
welfare of the United States, that is, zn office for pro- 
moting and preferving perpetual peace in our country. 

It IS to be hoped that no objeftion will be made 
to the eftablifliment of fuch an office, while we arc 
engaged in a war with the Indians, for as the War" 
Office of the United States was eftablifhed in the time 
efpeacey it is equally reafonable that a Peace-Office fhould 
be eftablifhed in the time of nuar* ' 

The plan of this office is as follows : 

I. Let a Secretary of the Peace be appointed t« 
prcfide in this office, who (hall be perfeftly free from 
all the prefent abfurd and vulgar European preju- 
dices upon the fubje€l: of government ; let him be a 
genuine republican and a fincere Chriftian, for the prin- 
ciples of rcpublicanifm and Chriftianity are no left 
friendly to univerfal and perpetual peace, than thcjr 
arc to univerfal and cqu;il liberty. 
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n. Let a power be given to this Secretary to efta- 
blifti and maintain free-fchools in every city, village 
and townfhip of the United States j and let him be 
made refponfible for the talents, principles, and morals» 
of all his fchoolm afters. Let the youth of our country 
be carefully inftrufted in reading, writing, arithmetic, 
and in the doftrines of a religion of fome kind : the 
Chriftian religion fhould be preferred to all others ; 
for it belongs to this religion exclufively to teach us 
not only to cultivate peace with men, but to forgive, 
nay more — to love our very enemies. It belongs to it, 
further to teach us that the Supreme Being alone pof- 
feiles a power to take away human life, and that we 
rebel againft his laws, whenever we undertake to 
execute death in any way whatever upon any of his 
creatures. 

in. Let every family in the United States be fur- 
niflied at the public expenfe, by the Secretary of this 
office, with a copy of an American edition of the 
BIBLE. This meafure has become the more neceflary 
in our country, fince the banifhment of the bible, as a 
fchool-book, from moft of the fchools in the United 
States. Unlefs the price of this book be paid for by 
the public, there is reafon to fear that in a few years 
it will be met with only in courts of juftice or in 
magiftrates' offices ; and fhould the abfurd mode of 
cftablifhing truth by kiffing this facred book fall into 
difufe, it may probably, in the courfe of the next 



FOR THE UNITED STATES. I85 

generation, be feen only as a curiofity on a ihelf 
in a public mufeum. 

IV. Let tlie following fentence be infcribed in letters 
of gold over the doors of every State and Court ho^e 
in the United States. 

THE SON OF MAN CAME INTO THE WORLD, NOT TO 
DESTROY men's LIVES, BUT TO SAVE THEM. 

V. To infpire a veneration for human life, and an 
horror at the fhedding of human blood, let all thofe 
Jaws be repealed which authorife juries, judges, ftierifFs, 
or hangmen to afliime the refentments of individuals 
and to commit murder in cold blood in any cufe 
wliat^ver. TJntil this reformation in our code of penal 

jurifprudence ta'ccs place, it will be in vain to attempt to 
introduce univerfal and perpetual peace in our country. 

VI. To fubdue that paflion for war, which educa- 
tion, added to human depravity, have made univerfal, a 
familiarity with the inftruments of death, as well 
5is all military Ihows, fhould be carefully avoided. . 
Tor which reafon, militia laws fliould every wh^re 
be repe&led, and military drefles and military titles 
ihould be laid afide : reviews tend to lefTsn the 
horrors of a battle by connefting them with the 
charms of order ; militia laws generate idlenefs 
and vice, and thereby produce the wars they are 
faid to prevent ; military drefTes fafcinate the minds 

B b 
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of young meiii and lead them from ferious and ufeful 
prc'fvriTions ; were there no unifonnSf there would pro- 
bably be no armies ; laftly, military titles feed vanity, 
and keep up ideas in the mind which leiTen a fenfe of 
tKe folly and miferies of war. 

VII. In the laft place, let a large room, adjoining 
the federal -hall, be appropriated for tranfafting the 
bufinefs and preferving all the records of this office. 
Over the door of this room let there be a fign, on 
which the figures of a lamb, a dove and an olive 
BRANCH fhould be painted, together with the follow- 
ing infcriptions in letters of gold : 

peace on earth — good-will to man. 
ah! why will men forget that they are 

erethren ? 

Within this apartment let there be a colledlion 
of ploughfhares and pruning-hooks made out of 
fwords and fpears ; and on each of the walls of the 
apartment, the following piftures as large as the 
life: 

1. A lion eating ftraw with an ox, and ah adder 
playing upon the lips of a child. 

2. An Indian boiling his venifon in the fame pot 
with a citizen of Kentucky. 

3. Lord Cornwallis snd Tippoo Saib, under the 
fliade of a fycamorc-trce in the Eaft Indies, drinking 
Madeira wine together out of the fame decanter. 
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4. A group of French and Auftrian foldiers danc- 
ing arm and arm, under a bower ercfted in the neighr 
bourhood of Mons. 

5. A St. Domingo planter, a man of color, and a 
native of Africa, legiflating together in the fame colonial 
aflembly.f 

To complete the entertainment of this delightful 
apartment, let a group of young ladies, clad in white 
robes, affemble every day at a certain hour, in a gallery 
to be erefted for the purpofe, and fmg odes, and 
hymns, and anthems in praife of the bleffings of peace. 

One of thefe fongs (hould confift of the following 
lines. 

Peace o'er the wo/ld her olive wand extends. 
And white -rob'd innocence from heaven defcends ; 
All cringes Hiall ceafe, and ancient frauds fhall fail, 
. Returning juftice lifts alofi her fcale. 

In order more deeply to afFedb the minds of the citi. 
zens of the United States with the bleffings of peace, by 
f^///r^/«^ them with the evils of war, let the follow- 
ing infcriptions be painted upon the fign, which is 
placed over the door of the War Office. 

1. An office for butchering the human fpecies. 

2 . A Widow and Orphan making office. 

•J- At the time of writing this, there exifted wars between the United 
States and the American Indians, between the Britifli nation and Tippoo 
Saib, becween the planters of St Domingo and their African ilavesy an^ 
^etween the French nation and the emperor of Germany. 
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3. A broken bt ;ie making office. 

4. A Wooden leg making office. 

5. An office for creating public and private vices. 

6. An office for creating a public debt. 

7. An office for creating fpeculatorsj (lock Jobbers, 
and Bankrupts. 

8. An office for creating famine. 

9 An office for creating peftilential difeafes.. 

10. An office for creating poverty, and the deftruc- 
tion of liberty, and national happinefs. 

In the lobby of this office let there be painted re- 
prefentations of all the common military inftruments 
of ctcath, alfo human Ikulls, broken bones, uiiburied 
and putrifying dead bodies, hofpitals crouded vi^ith 
fick and wounded Soldiers, villages on fire, mothers 
in bL'ljged towns eating the flefli of their children, 
fjiips fnikirg in the ocenn, rivers dyed with blood, 
anu . rrtenfive plains without a tree or fence, or any 
other object, but the ruins of deferted farm houfes. 

Above this group of woeful figures, — let the- 
following words be inferted, in red charaftcrs to rcr 
prefent human blood, 

« NATIONAL GLORY." 



Informatiom to Europeans who are pispose» 

TO MI GRATE TO THE UniTEB StATES OF AmERI CA. 

In a letter to a eriend in Great Britaik. 



AGREEABLY to your requeft contained in 
your letter of the 29th of Augiift, 1789 
I have at laft fat down to communicate fuch fafts to you, 
upon the fubjeft of migration to this country, as have 
been the refult of numerous enquiries and obfervation. 
I am aware that this fubjeft has been handled in a maf- 
terly manner by Doftor Franklin, in his excellent little 
pamplet, entitled ** Advice to thofe who would wifh 
« to remove to America," but as that valuable little 
work is very general, and as many important changes 
have occurred in the affairs of the United States fince 
its publication, 1 fliall endeavour to comply with your 
wi flies, by adding fuch things as have t)een omitted by 
the Do6lor, and fhall accommodate them to the 
prefent ftate of our country. 

I fhall begin this letter by mentioning the defcrip- 
tions of people, who ought not to come to America. 

I. Men of independent fortunes who can cxifl only 
in company, and who can converfe only upon public 
amufements, fhould not think of fettling in the 
United States. I have known feveral men of that 
charafter in this country, who have rambled from State 
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to State, complaining of the dulnefs of each of them, 
and who have finally returned and renewed their foi- 
mer connexions and pleafures in Europe. 

II. Literary men, who have no profefnonal purfuits, 
will often languifh in America, from the M^ant of 
fociety. Our authors and fcholars are generally men 
of bufmefs, and make their literary purfuits fubfervient 
to their intercfts. A lounger in book flores, breakfafting 
parties for the purpofe of literary converfation, and 
long attic evenings, arc as yet but little knov/n in this 
country. Our companies are f:enerally mixed, and 
converfation in them is a medley of ideas upon all 
fubjecSs. They begin as in England with the weather 
— foon run into politics — now and then diverge into li- 
terature — and commonly conclude with fafts relative to 
commerce, manufactures and agriculture, and the beft 
means of acquiring and improving aneftate.. Men, 
who are philofophers or poets, without other purfuits, 
had better end their days in an old country. 

III. The United States ss yet afford but little en- 
couragement to the profefTers of mod of the fine arts. 
Painting and fculpture flourifli chiefly in wealthy and 
luxurious countries. Our native American portrait 
painters who have not fought protedlion and encou- 
lagement in Great Britain, have been obliged to travel 
occafionally from one State to another in order tor 
fupport ihemfclves. The teachers of mufic have been 
more fortunate in America. A tafte for this accom- 
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pHfliment prevails very generally in our large cities : 
and eminent mafters in that art, who have arrived 
here fince the peace, have received confiderable fums 
of money by exercifing their profeffion among us, 

I fhall now mention thofe defcriptions of people, 
who may better their condition by coming to America. 

r 

I. To the cultivators of the earth the United States 
open the firft afylum in the world. To infure the 
fuccefs and happinefs of an European Farmer in our 
country, it is neceifary to advife him either to purchafe 
or to rent a farm which has undergone fome improve- 
ment. 

The buiinefs of fettling a new tra£t of land, and tKat 
of improving a farm, are of a very different nature* 
The former muft be eftefted by the native' Americaa* 
who is accuftomed to the ufe of the axe and the grub- 
bing hoe, and who poffqffes almoft cxclufively a know- 
ledge of all the peculiar and namelefs arts of felf-prefer- 
vation in the woods. I have known many inftances of 
EuropeSins who have fpent all their ca(h in unfuccefs- 
ful attempts to force a fettlement in the wildernefs, 
and who have afterwards been expofed to poverty iand 
diftrefs at a great diftance • from friends and even 
neighbours. I would therefore advife all farmers 
with moderate capitals, to purchafe or rent improved 
farms in the old fettlements of our States. The price 
and rent of thefe farms are different in the difierent 
parts of the union. In Pennfylvania, the price of farms 
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IS regulated by the quality of the land — by the value or 
the improvements which are ereded upon it — by their 
vicinity to fca ports and navigable water — and by the 
good or bad ftate of the roads which lead to them. 
There is a great variety, of courfc, in the price of farms : 
while fome of them have been fold for five guineas — 
others have been fold at lower prices, down to one gui- 
nea, and even half a guinea per acre, according as they 
were varied by the above circumftances. 

It is not expefted that the whole price of a farm 
fliould be paid at the time of purchafing it. An 
half, a third, or a fourth, is all that is generally re- 
quired. Bonds and mortgages are given for the re- 
mainder, (and fometimes without intereft) payable in 
twoj three, five, or even ten years. 

The value of thcfe farms has often been doubled 
and even trebled, in a few years, where the new mode 
of agriculture has been employed in cultivating 
them : fo that a man with a moderate capital, may, 
in the courfe of fifteen years, become an opulent and 
independent freeholder. 

If, notwithftanding what has been faid of the 
difficulties of effcfting an eftablifliment in the woods, 
the low price of the new lands (liould tempt the 
European Farmer to fettle in them, then let me add, 
that it c^n only be done by afibciating himfeli in a 
large company, under the direftion of an adlivc 
and intelligent American farmer. To fecure even a 
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company of European fettlers from difappointmenf 
and want in the woods, it will be ncceflary to clear 
a few acres of land the year before, and to fow them 
-with grain, in order to provide fubfiftance for the 
company, till they can provide Tor themfelves, by 
clearing their own farms. The diflSculties of eftablifh- 
ing this new fettlement, will be further leflened, if a 
iew cabins, a grift and a faw mill be ercfted, at the 
lame time the preparations are maje for the temporary 
fubfiftance of the company. In this manner, moft of 
the firft fettlements of the New England men have been 
made in this country. One great advantage, attend- 
ing this mode of fettling, is, a company may always 
carry v/ith them a clergyman and a fchoolmafter, of 
the fame religion and language with themfelves- If 
a fettler in th^ woods fhould pofiefs a tafte for rural 
elegance, he may gratify it without any expenfe, by 
the manner of laying out his farm. He may fhade 
his houfe by means of ancient and venerable forrcft- 
trees. He may leave- rows of them ftanding, to 
adorn his lanes and walks — or clufters of them on 
the high grounds of his fields, to fliade his cattle. 
If he ftiould fix upon any of thofe parts of our weft- 
ern country, which are covered with the fugar- trees, 
he may inclofe a fufficient number of them to fupply 
his family with fugar ; and may confer upon them 
at the fame time the order and beauty of a fine or- 
chard. In this manner, a highly improved feat may ' 
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be cut out of the woods in a few years, which will fuf- 
pafs both in elegance and value a farm in an old 
fettlement^ which has been for twenty years the fub* 
ject of improvements in taftc and agriculture. To 
contemplate a dwelling-houfe — a barn — ftables — fields 
— ^meadows — an orchard — a garden, &c* which have 
been produced from original creation by the labour of 
a (ingle life, is, I am told, to the proprietor of them^ 
one of the higheft pleafures the mind of man is capa- 
ble of enjoying. But how much muft this pleafure be 
increafed, when the regularity of art is blended in the 
profpeft, with the wildnefs and antiquity of nature I 

It has been remarked in this country, that clearing 
the land of its woods, fometimcs makes a new fettlc- 
ment unhealthy, by expofing its damp grounds to the 
a&ion of the fun. To obviate this evil, it will be 
neceflary for the fettler either to drain and cultivate his 
low grounds, as foon as they arc cleared, or to leave 
a body of trees between his dwelling houfe, and the 
fpots from whence the morbid effluvia are derived. 
The laft of thefe methods has, in no inftar.ce that I 
have heard of, failed of prefcrving whole families 
from fuch difcafes as arife from damp or putrid exha* 
lations. 

To country gentlemen, who have been accuftom* 
cd to live upon the income of a landed eftate in Europe, 
it will be neceffiiry to communicate the following in- 
formation, viz. that faijmsj in confequence of the 
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unprpduftive woodland, which is generally connefted 
-vrith them, feldom yield more than three or four 
per cent, a year in cafti, except in the neighbour- 
liood of large cities. Befides, from the facility with 
•which money enough may be iaved in a few years, 
ito purchafe land in this country, tenants will 
not accept of long leafes : and hence they are not 
fufficiently interefted in the farms they rent, to keep 
them in repair. If country gentlemen wifli to derive 
the greateft advantage from laying out their money 
in. lands, they muil refide in their vicinity. A capital 
of five thoufand guineas, invefted in a number of 
contiguous farms, in an improved part of our country, 
and cultivated by tenants under the eye ai>d diredlion 
of a landlord, would foon yield a greater income 
than double that fum would in mod parts of Europe. 
^ The landlord in this cafe muft frequently vifit and 
infpeft the ftate of each of his farms : and now and 
then he muft ftop to repair a bridge or a fence in 
his excurfions through them. He muft receive all 
his rents in the produce of the farms. If the tenant 
find his own ftock, he will pay half of all the grain 
be raifes, and fometime^ a certain proportion of ve- 
getables and live ftock, to his landlord. The divifion 
of the grain is generally made in the field, in (heaves 
or ftacks, which 'are carried home to be thraflied in 
the barn of the landlord. An eftated gentleman,, 
who can" reconcile himfelf to this kind of life, may 
te both happy and ^ufqful. H? may inftrtt<a bi» 
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t t :t Ku ^tm fay his example, as well as precepts in the . 
new modes of hofbandry : he m^y teach them the^ art 
and adwantages of gardening : he may infpire them 
with habits of fotmctyy induftry, and oeconomy ; and 
thereby become the fither and protector of a depen- 
dant and aficclionate ne^hbourhood. After a bufy : 
fammcr and antamn, he may pais his winters in polifh*^ ' 
cd fbciety in any - of oor cities, and in many of ^ur 
country Tillages. 

But ihould he be difindined to fuch extenfive 
fcencs of bufinefs, he may confine his purchafes and 
laboors to a iingle farm, and fecore his fuperfluous 
cafli in bonds and mortgages, which wiQ yield him 
fix per cent. 

Under this head> it is proper to mention, tliat tlie 
agricultural life begins to maintain in the United 
States, the fame rank that it has long maintained in 
Great Britain. Many gentlemen of education among 
us have quitted liberal profefiions, and have proved, 
by their fuccefs in farming, that philofophy is in no 
buiinefs more ufeful or profitable, than in agricultute. 

n. Mechaxics and manufacturers, of every def- 
cription, will find certain encouragement in the Uni- 
ted States. During the connexion of this country 
with Great Britain, we were taught to believe that 
agriculture and commerce fliould be the only purfuits 
of the Americans : but experiments and reflexion 
have taught us, that our country abounds with re- 
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fources for manufadiures of all kinds : and that moil 
of them may be condu£kcd with great advantage in all 
the ftates. We are already nearly independent of the 
whole worid for iron-work, paper, and malt liquors : 
and great progrcfs has been made in the manufac- 
turies of glafs, pot-afh, and . cloths of all kinds. 
The commercial habits of our citizens have as yet 
prevented their employing large capitals in thofc 
manufa£luries : but I am perfuaded that if a few Euro- 
pcan adventurers would embark in them with capitals 
equal to the demand for thofe manufaftures, they would 

« 

foon find an immenfe profit in their fpeculations. A 
6ngle farmer in the ftate of New York, with a capitaf 
of five thoufand pounds, has cleared one thoufand a 
year by the manufafture of pot-afli alone , 

Thofe mechanical arts, which ^re accomodated to 
the infant and fimple ftate of jj country, will bid faireft 
to fucceed among us. Every art, connedled with cul- 
tivating the earth — ^building houfes and (hips, and feed- 
ing and clothing the body, will meet with encourage- • 
ment in this country. The prices of provifions are 
fo different in the different ftates, and even in the 
different parts of the fame ftate, and vary fo much 
with the plenty and fcarcity of money, that it would 
be difiicult to give you fuch an account of them as 
would be ufeful. I need only remark, that the difpro- 
portion between the price of labour and of provifions, 
is much greater in every part of the United States, 
than in any part of Europe : and hence our tradefmeii 
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crery where eat meat and butter every day : and moft 
€»f them realize the wifli of Henry IV. of France, for 
the peafants of his kingdom, by dining not only once, 
but two or three times, upon poultry, in every week 
of the year. 

It IS a fmgular faft in the hiftory of the mechanical 
arts in this country, that the fame arts feldom defcend 
from father to fon. Such are the profits of even the 
Iiumbleft of them, that the fons of mechanics generally 
life from the lower to the more rcfpeftable occupa- 
tions : and thus their families gradually afcend to the firft 
lanks in fociety among us. The influence, which the 
pTofpefts of wealth and confequcnce have in invigo- 
latlng induftry in every line of mechanical bufinefs, is 
very great. Many of the firft men in America, are the 
fbns of reputable mechanics or farmers. But I may go 
farther, and add, that many men, who diftinguiHied 
thcrafelves both in the cabinet and field, in the late 
war, had been mechanics. I know the Britifti officers 
treated the American caufe with contempt, from this 
circumftance : but the event of the war fhewed, that the 
confidence of America was 'not mifpJaced in that body 
cf citizens. 

HI. Labourers may depend upon conflant cm- 
ploymcnt in the United States, both in our towns and 
in tirc country. When they work by the day, they 
receive high wages : but thefe are feldom continued 
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ttirough the whole yean A labourer receives annually, 
with his boarding, wafhing, and lodging, from fif- 
teen to eighteen guineas, in the middle ftates. ft 
is agreeable to obferve this clafs of men frequendy 
ralfed by their induflry from their humble ftatioiWt 
into the upper ranks of life, in the courfc of twenty «r 
thirty years. 

IV, Persons who are willing to indent themfclvci 
as fervants for a few years, will find that humMe 
ilatio^ no obftacle to a future eftablifhment in ^ooinr 
country. Many men, who came to America In that 
capacity, are now in affluent circumftances, Tlaeir 
former fituation, where they have behaved well, <d(jfcs 
not preclude them from forming refpeilable connec- 
tions in marriage, nor from (haring, if othcrwife 
qualified, in the offices of our country. 

V. The United States continue to afford encourage- 
ment to gentlemen of the learned profejjions^ provided 
they be prudent in their deportment, and of fufficleaalt 
knowledge : for fince the eftablifhment of colleges and 
fchools of learning in all our ftates, the fame degrees 
•of learning will not fucceed among us^, which fucccedei 
fifty years ago. 

Several lawyers and phyficians, who have arrrrei 
here fince the peace, arc now in good bufinefs : and 
many clergymen, natives of England, Scotland, amd 
Irelandj are comfortably fettled in, good pariflies. A 
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minifter of the gofpcl in a country place muftriotex- 
pedt to have all his falary paid in cafh : but he will 
notwithltanding feldom fail of obtaining a good fubfif- 
tancc from his congregation. They will furnifh his 
table with a portion of all the live flock they raife for 
th(sir own ufc : they will fhoe his horfes — repair his 
implements of hufbandry, and aflift him in gathering 
in his harvefts, and in many other parts of the bufinefs 
of his farm. From thefe aids, with now and then a 
little cafii, a clergyman may not only live well, but, 
in the courfe of his life, may accumulate an handfome 
eftate for his children. This will more certainly 
happen, if he can redeem time enough from his paro- 
chial duties^ and the care of his farm, to teach a fchool. 
The people of America are of all fefts : but the greateft 
' part of them arc of the independent, prefbyterian, epif- 
copal, baptift, and methodift denominations. The 
principles held by each of thefe focieties in America 
are the fame as thofe which are held by the proteftant 
churches in Europe, from which they derive their 
origin, 

VI. Schoolmasters of good capacities and fair 
characters may exep6t to meet with encouragement 
in the middle and fouthern ftates. They will fucceed 
better, if they confine their inftruftions to reading, 
writing, Englifh grammar, and the fciences of number 
and quantity. Thefe branches of literature are of 
general neceflity and utility : and of courfe every 
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town (hip will fumifli fcholars enough for the main* 
tcnance of a fchoolmafter. Many young men have 
rifen by means of the connexions they have formed 
in this ufeful employment, to rank and confequence 
in the learned profeffions in every part of this country. 

From this account of the United States, you will 
cafily perceive, that they are a hot-bed for induftry 
and genius in almoft every human purfuit. It is in- 
conceivable how many ufcful difcoveries neceffity has 
produced within thcfe few years, in agriculture and 
manufadlures, in our country. The fame neceffity has 
produced a verfatility of genius among our citizens : 
ience we frequently m«et with men who have exercif* 
ed two or three different occupations or profeffions in 
the courfe of their lives, according to the influence 
which intereft, accident, or local circumilances have 
had upon them. I know that the peculiarities, which 
have been mentioned in the American charafter, ftrikc 
an European y who has been accuftomed to confider 
man as a creature of habit, formed by long eftablifhed 
governments, and hereditary cuftoms, as fo many 
deviations from propriety and order. But a wife man, 
who knows that national charadlers arife from circum** 
(lances, will view thefe peculiarities without furprife, 
and attribute them wholly to the prefcnt (late of man- 
ners, fociety, and government in America. 
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From the numerous competitions in every branch 
of bufinefs in Europe, fuccsfs in any purfuit, may be 
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looked upon in the fame light as a prize In a lottery. 
Bu: the cafe is widely different In America. Here 
there is room enough for every human talent and 
rirtue to expand and flourlfh. This is fo invariably 
true, that I believe there is not an inftance to be found, 
of an induflrious, frugal prudent European, with fober 
manners^ who has not been fuccefsful in bufinefs, in 
this country. 

As a further inducement to Europeans to tranfport 
themfelves acrofs the Ocean, I am obliged to mention 
a fa£i that c^.oes little honour to the native American ^ 
and that is, In all competitions for bufinefs, where fuc- 
ccfs depends upon induftry, the European is generally 
preferred. Indeed, fuch is the facility with which pro- 
perty is acquired, that where It does not operate as 
a ftlmulus to promote ambition, it is fometimes accom- 
panied by a relaxation of Induftry In proportion to the 
number of years or generations which intcrpofe be- 
tween the founder of an American family and his poC- 
tenty. This preference of European mechanics arifes, 
llkewife, from the improvements in the different arts, 
which are from time to time Imported by them Into 
our country. To thefe fafts I am happy in being able 
to add, that the years of anarchy, which proved fo 
difgufting to the Europeans who arrived among us 
Immediately after the peace, are now at an end, and 
that the United States have at laft adopted a national 
government which unites with the vigour of monarchy 
and the ftability of ariftocracy, all the freedom of 
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a fimple republic. Its influence already in invigorat- 
ing induftry, and reviving credit, is univerfal. There 
are feveral pecuH^ities in this government, which can* 
not fail of being agreeable to Europeans, who are 
difpofed to fettle in America. 

1. The equal (hare of power it holds forth to men 
of every religious fe£l:. As the firft fruits of this per- 
feftion in our government, we already fee* three gen- 
tlemen of the Roman Catholic church, members of the 
legiflaturc of the United States. 

2. Birth in America is not required for holdingeither 
power or o£Eice in the federal government, except that 
of Prefident of the United States. In confequence of 
this principle of juftice, uot only in the national 
government, but in all our ftate conftitudonis, we dai- 
ly fee the natives of Britain, Ireland, Germany, ad- 
vanced to the moft refpeftable employments in our 
country. 

3. By a late a£l of congrefs, only two years refidence 
in the United States are neceffary to entitle foreign- 
ers of good charafter to all the priviliges of citizen- 
fhip. Even that {hort period of time has been found 
fufficient to give ftrangers a vifible intereft in the 
ftability and freedom of our governments. ♦ 

It is agreeable to obferve the influence which our 
republican governments have already had upon the 

* By a law paffed fiacc the above^ five years rcfidenc^ are neccflar/ 
to crititle a foreigoer to dtizenlhlp. 
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tempers and manners of our citizens. Amufcment 
is every where giving way to bufinefs : and local 
politenefs is yielding to univerfal c|rility. We differ 
about forms and modes in politics : but this difference 
begins to fubmit to the reilraints of moral and focial 
obligation. Order and tranquility appear to be the 
natural confequence of a well-balanced republic : for 
where men can remove the evils of their govern- 
ments by frequent ele£tions, they will feldom appeal 
to the lefs certain remedies of mobs or arms. It is 
with fingular pleafure that I can add further, that 
notwithftanding the virulence of our diflenfions about' 
independence and the federal government, there is 
now fcarcely a citizen of the United States, who is 
not fatisfied with both, and who does not believe this 
country to be in a happier and fafer fituation, than 
it was, in the mod flourifliing years of its dependence 
upon Great Britain. 

The encouragment held out to European emigrants 
is not the fame in all the ftates. New England, New 
York, and New Jerfey, being nearly filled with culti- 
vators of the earth, afford encouragement chiefly to 
mechanicks and labourers. The inhabitants of New 
England have far furpafled the inhabitants of the other 
ftates, in the eftablilhment of numerous and profitable 
manufaftories. Thefe wonderful people difcover the 
fame degrees of induftry in cultivating the arts of 
peace, that they did of cnterprizc and perfcverance, 
ia the late war. They already export large quantitie* 
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of wrought iron, hats, women's flioes, chccfc, and 
linen and woolen cloth. The ftate of New-York 
has likewife difcovercd 2I, laudable fpirit for manu- 
fafturers and domeftic improvements. European 
artifts, therefore, -cannot fail of meeting with encou- 
ragement in each of the above ftates. 

Pennfylvania affords an equal afylum to all the de- 
fcriptions of peoplethathave been mentioned, under the 
fecond head of this letter. Agriculture, manufac- 
tures, and many of the liberal arts feem to vie with 
each other for pre-eminence in this ftate. Each of 
them is under the patronage of numerous andrefpeftable 
focieties. No ftate in the union affords greater re- 
fources for fhip building, malt liquors, maple fugar, 
fail cloth, iron work^ woolen and linen cloths, pot- 
afh, and glafs. Coal, likewife, abounds on the fhores of 
the Sufquehanna, a large river which runs through half 
the ftate. The varietv of fefts and nations, which com- 
pofe the inhabitants of this ftate, has hitherto prevented 
our having any fteady traits in our charafter. We 
pofTefs the virtues and weaknefies of moft of the 
fefts and nations of Europe. But this variety has 
produced fuch a collifion in opinions and interefts, as 
has greatly favoured the progrefs of genius in every 
art and fcience. We have been accufed of being 
faftious by our fifter ftates. This muft be afcribed chief- 
ly to our late ftate conftitution, which was eftablifhed 
by violence in the beginning of the late war, and which 
was never aflentcd to by a majority of 'the people. 
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Bat that majority have at length aflerted their power, 
A convention, compofcd of an equal reprefentation of 
the people, has met and formed a new conftitution, 
u'hicli comprehends in it every principle of .liberty and 
juft government. From the excellency of this conftitu- 
tion — ^from the harmony it has reftored to our citizens 
— from the central fituation of our ftate — from the 
number and courfes of our rivers — from the facility 
with which we are able to draw the refources of the 
lakes to the Delaware — from the wealth of our 
capital — and above all, from the induftry and fober 
habits of our citizens — ^there can be no doubt that 
Pennfylvania will always maintain the firft rank, for 
national profperity and happinefs, in the United 
States. 

There is one clrcumftance, peculiar in a great de- 
gree to Penfylvania, which cannot fail of direfting 
the eyes of the inhabitants of feveral of the European 
nations to this ftate — and that is, the natives of 
Britain, Ireland, Germany, France, Switzerland, 
and Holland, may here meet with their former fellow 
fubje£b, and receive from them tliat welcome and 
affiftance, which are the natural confequences of the 
tie of country. So ftrongly does this principle 
' operate in America, that the natives of Germany 
and Ireland have formed tliemfelves into focieties 
in the city of Philadelphia, for the exprefs pufpofe 
cf protecting, advifing, and affifting their country- 
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men, as fpon as they fet their feet upon the Ihores 
of Pennfylvania* 

It has been faid, that the lands in Pennfylvania arc 
dearer than' in fome of our fifter ftates. They fell, it' 
IS true, for a greater nominal fum, than the lands of 
the neighbouring ftates : but in the end, they arc 
much cheaper. The foil is deep, rich, and durable, 
and from the fuperior induftry and Ikill of our 
farmers, our lands are more produftive than thofe of 
our neighbours ; hence their higher price ; for the 
price of lands is always in a ratio to their quality, 
produce and (ituation : hence likewife, we are able 
to tell the value of a farm in any part of the ftate, 
by fir ft finding out the quantity of grain an acre 
will produce, and the price of this grain at the 
neareft mill or ftore, making fome little allowance 
for the improvements which are connedled with the 
farm* This remark is fo univerfally true, that a 
farmer never miftakes the application of it in pur- 
chafing land. There is a certain inftinft, which governs 
in all purchafesand fales of farms, and which arifesout 
of the principle I have mentioned : it is in general as 
accurate, as if it arofe out of the niceft calculation. It 
is from an ignorance or ncgleft of this principle, that fo 
many of our citizens have migrated to Kentucky, under 
a delufive expeftation of purchafing lands cheaper than 
in the old ftates. They are in fa£t often much dearer 
when you eftimate their price by the profit of the grain 
which is cultivated upon them. For inftanccp an acre 



2o8 INFORMATION TO EUROPEANS 

of land In Kentucky, which fells for a quarter of a 
guinea, and yields 30 bufhels of com, at four pence 
fterling per bufhel, is dearer than land of the fame 
qualicy in Pennfylvania, at a guinea per acre, that 
yields the fame quantity of corn, which can be fold 
at the neareft mill or ftore for two fhillings fieri, per 
buihel. To cure this paffion for migrating to the 
waters of the Ohio, there is but one remedy, and that is, 
to open the navigation of the Miffiflippi. This, by 
raifing the price of produce, will raife the value of 
land fo high, as to deflroy the balance of attraftion 
to that country. This truth is at prefent a fpecula^ 
lative one, but I hope it will be reduced to ptadkicc 
before the waters of the Ohio and MifBflippi have 
been dyed with the blood of two or three hundred 
thoufand men. 

The dates to the fouthward of Pennfylvania poilefl 
immenfe refources for political happinefs : but while 
they tolerate negro flavery, they can never be an 
agreeable retreat for an European. This objeftion 
applies chiefly to the fea coafls of thofc ftates; 
for in the weftern parts of them, the land is cultivated 
chieHy by freemen. The foil and climate of the 
cxtenfive weftern country of thofe ftates is kind and 
mild to a very great degree. There Europeans may 
profper and be happy. 

Thus, Sir, have I complied in a few words with 
your requcft. In communicating many of the f aft 5 
contained in this letter, I have not confidercd yoi 
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iimply as a citizen of London, or a fubjefl: of the 

..... I 

crown of Britain. The whole family of mankind, 

I know are your ferethr jn ; and if men be happy 

I am fure it is a matter of indifference to you, 

whether they enjoy their happinefs on this fide, or 

on the other fide of the Atlantic ocean. 

From a review of the fafts that have - been men^ 
tioned, you will perceive that the prefcnt is the age 
of reafpn and a£tion in America. To our pofterity 
we muft bequeath the cultivation of the fine arts 
and the pleafures of tafte knd fentiment.. The 
foreigners yrho have vifite.d and defcribed our country 
without making allowances for thofe peculiarities whicl^ 
^rife from our prefeni ftate of f©ciety, have done as 
little honour to their underftandings, as they have 
done to human nature. Nor have thofe , Europeans 
difcovered more wifdom, who have blended with 
the American . charaftcr, the accidental difgrders,. 
which were the offspring of our late public- commo- 
tions. They refembled the fwelUng of the fea, which 
fucceeds a ftorm. At prefent, they have jas perfeftly 
fubfided as the diforders produced by the civil wari 
in England, in the laft century. 

It is fomewhat remarkable that in every age, great 
inventions and great revolutions in human afFairs have 
taken place in a quick fucceffion to each other. The 
many curious machines for leflTening labour, which 
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have lately been difcovered in Europe, will neceffarily 
throw many thoufand artificers out of employment* 
Perhaps the late fuccefsful application of the powers 
of fire and water to mechanical purpofes in your 
country, was delayed until tlie prefent time, only 
that the fanftuary of our national government might 
be perfeftly prepared to receive and proteft thofe 
induftrious bodies of people, who formerly lived by 
the labour of their hands, and who might otherwifc 
become a burden to the countries in which they had 
been deprived of the means of fupporting therafelves. 
Perhaps, too, the revolutions, which are now going 
forward in feveral of the governments on the conti- 
nent of Europe, have occurred at the prefent junfttire 
for a piirpofe equally wife and benevolent. Tlic 
iirft efFeft of the eftablifhment of freedom in'thofe 
countries, will be to promote population, by reducing 
taxes, difbanding (landing armies, and abolifhing the 
vows and praftices of celibacy : for I take it for 
granted that military inftitutions in the time of peace, 
and monafteries of alt kinds, muft yield to the pre- 
fent force and cultivated ftate of human reafon, in 
thofe countries, which are now the theatres of revolu- 
tions m favour of liberty. This increafc of population 
will require an increafc of territory, which muft be 
fought for in the United States : for it is not probable 
that men who have once tafted of the fweets of liberty* 
will ever think of tranfporting themfelvcs to any other 
country. This outlet for fupcrnumerary inhabitants 
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from the nations of Europe^ will eventually promote 
their interefts and profperity : for when a country is 
fo much crouded with people, that the price of the 
m^ns of fubfiftence is beyond the ratio of their 
induftry, marriages are reftrained: but when emi« 
^ration to a certain degree takes place ^ the balance 
Ijetwcen the means of fubfiftence and induftry is 
Teftored, and population thereby revived. Of the 
truth of this principle there are maify proofs in the 
old counties of all the American ftates. Population has 
conftantly been advanced in them by the migration of 
their inhabitants to new or diftant fettlement& 

In fpite of all the little fyftems of narrow politicians, 
it is an eternal truths that univerfal happinefs is uni- 
verfal intereft. The divine government of our world 
would admit of a controverfy, if men, by acquiring 
moral or political happinefs, in one part, added to the 
mifery of the inhabitants of aijpthcr part, of our globe» 

I Ihall conclude this long letter by the two fol- 
lowing remarks : 

I. If freedom, joined with the facility of acquiring 
the means of fubfiftence, have fuch an influence upon 
population — and if exiftence be a title to happinefs — 
then think, fir, what an ocean of additional happinefs 
will be created, by the influence which niigration to 
the free and extenfive territories of the United States 
will have, upon the numbers of mankind. 
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II. If wars have been promoted in all ages and 
countries, by an over proportion of inhabitants to 
the means of eafy fubfiftencc, then think, fir, what 
an influence upon the means of fupporting human 
life, migration to America, and the immenfe increafe 
of the produftions of the earth, by the late improve- 
ments in agriculture, will probably have, in Icflening 
the temptations and refources of nations to carry 
on war. The promifes of heaven are often accom« 
pliflied by means in which there is no departure 
from the common operations of nature. If the 
events, which have been alluded to^ fhould con- 
tribute in any degree to put an end to vjrars, it 
will furnilh a noble triumph to your focicty f , by 
fhewing how much enlightened policy, and national 
happinefs^ are connefted with the dictates of chrif- 
tianity. 

I am, 
Dear fir. 

With great refpe£t. 
And fincere regard, 
Yours very afFedionately, 

Philadelphia^ April 1 6. 1790. 

I 

f The gentleman to whom this letter is addreiTed, is of the (odt^ 
of the people called quakers. 



\ - 



An account of the progress oe population, 
agriculture, manners, and government in 

PeNNSYLVA^IIA, in a LETTER TO A FRIEND IK 

England. 



Dear Sir, 

WHATEVER tends to unfold faBs in the 
hiftory of the human fpecies, mull be 
interefting to a curious enquirer. — The manner ot 
fettling a new country, exhibits a view of the human 
mind fo foreign to the views of it which have been 
taken for many centuries in Europe, that I flatter 
myfelf the following account of the progrefs of po- 
pulation, agriculture, manners, and government in 
Pennfylvania will be acceptable to you. I have 
chofen to confine myfelf in the prefent letter to 
Pennfylvania only, that all the information I fhall 
give you may be derived from my own knowledge 
and obfcrvatipns. 

Thcjirff fettler in the woods is generally a man who 
has outlived his credit or foitune in the cultivated 
parts of the State. His time for migrating is in 
the month of April. His firft objedl is to build a fmall 
cabbin of rough logs for himfeif and family. The 
floor of this cabbin is of earth, the roof is of fplit 
logs — the light is received through the door, and, in 
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feme inftanccs, through a fmall whidow made of 
grcafcd paper. A coarfer building adjoining this 
cabbin affords a flicker to a cow and a pair of 
poor horfes. The labor of erefting thefc buildings 
is fucceeded by killing the trees on a few acres of 
ground near his cabbin ; this is done by cutting a 
circle round the trees, two or three feet from the 
ground. The ground around thefe trees is then 
plouglied and Indian-coni planted in it. The fcaf6n 
for planting this grain is about the 2oth of May — 
It grows generally on new ground with but little 
cultivation, and yields in the month of Oftobcr fol- 
lowing, from forty to fifty buftiels by the acre. After 
the firft of September it affords a good deal of nou- 
rifliment to his family, in its green or unripe ftate, in 
the form of what is called roafting ears. His family 
is fed during the fummer by a fmall quantity of grain 
which he carries with him, and by fifli and game. 
His cows and horfes feed upon wild grafs, or the 
fucculent twigs of the woods. For the firft year he 
endures a great deal of diftrefs from hunger — cold— 
and a variety of accidental caufes, but he feldom 
complains or finks under them. As he lives in the 
neighbourhood of Indians, he foon acquires a ftrong 
tincture of their manners. His exertions, while they 
continue, are violent ; but they are fucceeded by long 

m 

intervals of reft. His pleafures confift chiefly in 
fifhing and hunting. He loves fpirituous liquors^ 
and he eats, drinks and fleeps in dirt and rags in 
his little cabbin. In his intercourfs with the world 
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he manifefts all the arts which chara<9:eTize the 
Indians of our country. In this iituation he paflTes 
two or three years. In proportion as population 
increafes around hira, he becomes uneafy and diflatisfi- 
ed. Formerly his cattle ranged at large, but now 
his neighbours call upon him to confine them with- 
in fences, to prevent their trefpaffing upon their 
fields of grain. Formerly he fed his family with 
wild animals, but thefe, which fly from the face of 
man, now ceafe to afford him an eafy fubfiftence, and 
he is compelled tp raife domeftic animals for the 
fupport of his family. Above all, he revolts again ft 
the operation of laws. He cannot bear to furrender 
up a fingle natural right for all the benefits of go- 
vernment, — atid therefore he abandons his little 
fettlement, and feeks a retreat in the woods, where 
he again fubmits to all the toils which have been 
mentioned. There are inftances of many men who 
have broken ground on bare creation, not lefs than 
four different times in this way, in different and more 
advanced parts of the State. It has been remarked, 
that the flight of this clafs of people is always in- 
creafed by the preaching of the gofpel. This will 
not furprife us when we confider how oppofite its 
precepts are to their licentious manner of living. If 
our firft fettler was the o^imer of the fpot of land 
which he began to cultivate, he fells it at a confidera- 
ble profit to his fucccflTor ; but if (as is oftner the 
cafe) he was a tenant to fome rich landholder. 



2l6 AN ACCOUNT OE THE PROGRESS Or 

he abandons it in debt ; however, the fmall improve- 
ments he leaved behind him, generally make it an 
obje£t of immediate demand to a fecond fpecics of 
fettler. 

This fpecies of fettler is generally a man of fome 
property, — ^he pays one third or one fourth part in 
cafli ibr hi^ plantation, which confifts of three or 
four hundred acres, and the reft in gales or inftal- 
ments, as it is called here ; that is, a certain fum 
yearly, without intereft, 'till the whole is paid, The 
firft obje£t of this fettler is to build an addition to 
his cabbin ; this is done with hewed logs : and as 
faw-mills generally follow fettlements, his floors arc 
made of boards ; his roof is made of what are call- 
ed clapboards, which are a kind of coarfe fhingles, 
fplit out of fhort oak logs. This houfe is divided by 
two floors, on each of which are two roonis : under 
the whole is a cellar walled with ftone. The cabbin 
ferves as kitchen to this houfe. His next objeft is to 
clear a little meadow ground, and plant an orchard 
of two or three hundred apple trees. His ftable is 
likewife enlarged ; and, in the courfe of a year or 
two, he builds a large log barn, the roof of which is 
commonly thatched with rye ftraw : he moreover 
cncreafes the quantity of his arable land j and, inftead 
of cultivating Indian corn alone, he raifes a quantity of 
wheat and rye : the latter is cultivated chiefly for 
the purpofc of being diftilled into whilkey. This fpe- 
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cies of fettler by na means extrafta all from the earthy 
which it is capable of giving. His fields yield but a 
fcanty incrcafe, owing to the ground not being {\iffici* 
ently ploughed. The hopes ofthe year are often blafted 
by his cattle breaking through his half made fences, and 
deftroying his grain. His horfes perform but half the 
labor that might be expe£^ed from them, if they were 
better fed j and his cattle often die in the fpring from 
the want of provifion> and -the delay of grafs. His 
boufe, as well as his farm, bear many marks of a weak 
tone of mind. His windows are unglazed,or, if they hava 
bad glafs in them, theruins of it are fupplied witholdhats 
or pillows. This fpecies of fettler is feldbm a good mem- 
ber of civil or religious fociety : with a large portion 
of a hereditary mechanical kind of religion, he neglefts 
to contribute fufficiently towards building a church, or 
maintaining a regular adminiftration of the ordinances 
of the gofpel : he is equally indifpofed to fupport civil 
government : with high ideas of liberty, he refufes to 
bear his proportion of the debt contrafted by its ef- 
tablifhment in our country : he delights chiefly in com- 
pany— fometimes drinks fpirituous liquors to excefs — 
will fpend a day or two in every week, in attending 
political meetings ; and, thus, he contrafls debts which, 
(if he cannot difcharge in a depreciated paper curren- 
cy) compel him to fell his plantation, generally in 
the courfe of a few years, to the third and laft fpecies 
of fettler. 

F f 
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, This fpecies of fettlcr is commonly a man of proper- 
ty and good chara£ler — fomctimes he is the fon of si 
wealthy farmer in one of the interior and ancient 
counties of the ftate. His firft objeft is to convert 
every ipot of ground^ over which he is able to draw 
water, into meadow : where this cannot be done, he 
iele^s the moft fertile fpota on the farm, and devote* 
U by manure to that purpofe. His next objeft is to 
build a barn, which he prefers of ftone. This build- 
ing i3> in fome inftances, loo feet in front, and 40 
in depth : it is made very compa£t, fo as to fliut out 
the cdd in winter ^ for our farmers find that their 
horfes and cattle, when kept warm, dp not require 
near as much food, as when they are expofi^d to the 
cold. He ufes oeconomy, likewife, in the confump- 
tion of his wood. Hence he keeps himfelf warm in 
winter, by means of ftoves, which fave an immenfe 
deal of labour to himfelf and his horfes, in cutting 
and bawling wood in cold and wet weather. His 
fences are every where repaired, fo as to fecure his 
grain from his own and his neighbour's cattle. But 
further, he increafcs the number of the articles of his 
cultivation, and, inftead of raifing corn, wheat and 
rye alone, he raifes oats, buckwheat, (the fagopyrum 
of Linnaeus) and fpelts. Near his houfe, he allots 
an acre or two of ground for a garden, in -which he 
raifes a large quantity of cabbage and potatoes. His 
newly cleared fields, afford him every year a large 
increafe of turnips. Over the fpring which fupplie* 
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him with water, he builds a milk-houre and over this, 
in feme inftances, he builds a fmoke houfe ; he Hkewife 
adds to the number, and improves the quality of his 
fruit trees: — ^H is fens work by his fide all the year 
and his wife and daughters forfake the dairy and the 
fpinning wheel, to ftiarc with him in the toils of harvcft. 
The laft objeft of his induftry 13 to build ^ dwelling 
houfe. This bufinefs is fometimes e ffefted in the 
courfe of his life, but is oftener bequeathed to his 
fon^ or the inheritor of his plantation : and henctf wc 
have a common faying among our beft farmers, ^^ that 
*' a fon fhould always begin where his father left 
off;" that is, he fhould begin his improvements, by 
building a commodious dwelling-houfe, fuited to the 
improvements and value of the plantation. This 
dwelling-houfe is generally built of ftone — it is large, 
convenient, and filled with ufeful and fubftantial 
furniture — It fometimes adjoins the houfe of the 
fecond fettler, but is frequently placed at a little 
diftance from it. The horfes and cattle of this 
fpecies of fettler, be^r marks in their ftrength, fat 
and fruitfulnefs— -of their being plentifully fed and 
carefully kept. His table abounds with a variety of 
the beft provifions — his very kitchen flows with 
milk and honey-*-beer, cyder, and home made wine 
are the ufual drinks of his family : the greateft part 
of the cloathing of his family is manufa£lured by his 
wife and daughters : in proportion as he encreafes 
in wealth, he values the proteftion of Iaw$ : hence 
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he punctually pays his taxes towards the fupport of 
government. Schools and churches likewife, as the 
means of promoting order and happinefe in fociety, 
derive a due fupport from him : for benevolence and 
public fpirit, as to thefc obje6ts, are the natural off- 
ipring of affluence and independence. Of this clafsjof 
fettlers are two-thirds of the farmers of Pennfvlvania. 
Thefe are the men to whom Pennfylvania owes her an^ 
cient fame and confequence. If they poflefs lefs re- 
finement ttian their fouthern neighbours, who cultivate 
their land with flaves, they poffefs more republican vir- 
tue. It was from the farms cultivated by thefe men, 
that the American and French armies were chiefly fed 
with bread during the late revolution ; and it was from 
the produce of thefe farms, that thofe millions of dollars 
were obtained from the Havanna after the year 1780, 
which laid the foundation of the bank of North Ame- 
rica, and which fed and cloathed the^American army, 

till the peace of Paris. This is a fliort account of 

the^happinefs of a Pennfylvania farmer — To this happi* 
nefs our ftate invites men of every religion arjd country. 

We do npt pretend to offer emigrants the pleafures 
of Arcadia — It is enough if affluence, independence, 
and happinefs are enfured to patience, induflry, and 
labour. The moderate price of land,* the credit which 

* The unoccupied lands are fold by the ftate for ahouf fix guineas 
inclufive of all chargesi per hundred acres. But as nioft of the lands 
that are fettled, are procured from pcrfons who had purch^Krvi them from 
the ftate, they are fold to the firft fcttler for a much higher price. Thf 



POPULATION, BCC. IN PENNSYLVANIA* a^P 

arifes from prudence, and the fafety from our courts of 
law, of every /pecies of property, render the bleflingt 
'which I have defcribed, objefts within the reach of 
every man. 

From a review ef the three diiFerent fpecies df fet- 
tlers, it appears, that there arc certain regular ftages 
-which mark the progrefs from the favagc to civilized 
life. The firft fettler is nearly related to an Indian in 
his manners — In the fecond, the Indian manners are 
more diluted : It is in the third fpecies of fettlers 
only, that we behold civilization completed — It is 
to the third fpecies of fettlers only, that it is proper to 
apply the term oi farmers n While we record the vices 
of the firft and fecond fettlers, it is but juft to men- 
tion their virtues likewife. — ^Their mutual want§ pro- 
duce mutual dependance : hence they are kind and 

<ijuality of the foil — Its vicinity to mills, court -rl^ufes, places of worihipy 
and navigable water ; the diftance of land-carriage to the fea-ports of 
Philadelphia or Baltimore, and the nature of the roadi> all influence the 
price of land to the firft fettler. The quantity of cleared land, and the 
nature of the improvements, added to all the above circumfta&ces, in- 
fluence the price of farms to the fecond and third fettlers. Hence the 
price of land to the ftrft fettlers is from a quarter of a guinea to two 
guineas per acre 5 and tbe price of farms is from one guinea to ten 
guineas per acre, to the fecond and third fettlers, according as the land 
la varied by the before -mentioned circumftances. When the firft fettler 
is unable to purchafe, he often takes a traft of land for feven years on a 
leafe, and contra^s inftead of payin;; a rent iq cafli, to clear 50 acres of 
land, to build a log cabbin, and a barn, and to plant an orchard on iu 
This traft, after the expiration of this leafe, fells or rents for a confidera- * 

We profit. ' 
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friendly to each other — their folltary fituation makes 
vifitors agreeable to them ; — hence they are hofpitable 
to ftrangers : their want of money, (for they raife but 
little more than is neceflary to fupport their families) 
has made it neceflary for them to aflbciate for the pur- 
pofes of building houfes, cutting their grain, and the 
like : — ^This they do in turns for each other, without any 
other pay than the pleafures which ufually attend a 
country frolic — Perhaps what I have called virtues are 
rather qualities, arifing from neceflity, and the peculiar 
ftate of fociety in which thefe people live. — Virtue 
fliould, in all cafes, be the offspring of principle. 

I do not pretend to fay, that this mode of fettling 
farms in Pennfylvania is univerfal — I have known 
fome inftances where the firft fettler has performed 
the improvements of the fecond, and yielded to the 
third. I have known a few inftances like wife, of * men 
of cnterprizing fpirits, who have fettled in the wil- 
dernefs, and who, in the courfe of a fmgle life, have 
advanced through all the intermediate ftages of im- 
provement that I have mentioned and produced all 
thofe conveniences which have been afcribed to the 
third fpecies of fettlers 5 thereby refembhng, in their 
exploits, not only the pioneers and light-infantry, 
but the main body of an army. There are inftances 
likewife, where the firft fcttlement has been improved 
by the fame family, in hereditary fucceflion, 'till it 
has reached the third ftage of cultivation. There 
are many fpacious ftone houfes and highly culiivatcd 
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farms in the neighbouring counties of the city of 
Philacfelphia, which are poflefled by the grandfons anJ 
great- grandfons of men who accompanied William 
Penn acrofs the ocean, and who laid the foun- 
dation of the prefeht improvements of their pofterity, 
in fuch cabbins as have been defcribed. 

This paflion for migration which I have defcribed, 
will appear ftrange to an European. To fee men 
turn their backs upon the houfes in which they 
drew their firft breath — upon the church in which 
they w^ere dedicated to God — upon the graves of their 
anceftors — upon the friends and companions of their 
youth — and upon all the pleafurcs of i cultivated 
fociety, and expofing themfelves to all the hard- 
Ihips and accidents of fubduing the earth, and thereby 
eftablifliing fettlements in a wilderncfs, muft ftrike a 
philofopher on your fide the water, as a pifture of 
human nature that runs counter to the ufual habits 
dnd principles of a£t;ion in man. But this paffion, 
ftrange and new as it appears, is wifely calculated 
for the extention of population in America: and 
this it does, not only by promoting theincreafe o£ 
the human fpecies in new fettlements, but in the 
old fettlements likewife. While the degrees of in- 
duftry and knowledge in agriculture, in our country, 
are proportioned to farms of from 75 to 300 acres, 
there will be a languor in population, as foon as 
farmers multiply beyond the number of farms of the 
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above dimenfions. To remove this languor, which 
IS kept up alike by the increafe of the price, and the 
divifion of farms, a migration of part of the com- 
munity becomes abfolutely neceflary. And as this 
part of the community often confifts of the idle and 
extravagant, who eat without working, their removal, 
by increafing the facility of fubfiftence to the frugal 
and induflrious who remain behind, naturally increafes 
the number of people, juft as the cutting off the 
fuckers of an apple-tree increafes the fize of the tree, 
and the quantity of fruit. 

I have only to add upon this fubjeft^ that the 
migrants from Pennfylvania always travel to the fouth* 
ward. The foil and climate of the weftern parts of 
Virginia, North and South-Carolina, and Georgia, 
afford a more eafy fupport to lazy farmers, than the 
ftubborn but durable foil of Pennfylvania. — Here, our 
ground requires deep and repeated plowing to render 
it fruitful — there^ fcratching the ground once or twice 
affords tolerable crops. Jn Pennfylvania, the length 
and coldnefs of the winter make it neceffary for the 
farmers to beftow a large (hare of their labour in pro- 
viding for and feeding their cattle } but in the fouthem 
ftates, cattle find pafture during the greateft part of 
the winter, in the fields or woods. For thefe reafons, 
the greateft part of the weftern counties of the States, 
that have been mentioned, are fettled by original in- 
habitants of Pennfylvania. During the late war, the 
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militia of Orange county, in North Carolina, were 
enrolled, and tlicir number amounted to 3,500, every 
tnan of whom had migrated from Pennfylvania. From 
this you will fee, that out State is the great outport 
of the United States for Europeans 5 and that, after 
performing the office of a iiev^e by detaining all 
thofe people who poflefs the ftamina of induftry and 
virtue, it allows a paffage to the teft, to thofe States 
which are accommodated to their habits of indolence. 

I (hall conclude this letter by remarking, that in 
the mode of extending population and agriculture, 
which I have defcribed, we behold a new fpecies of 
war. The third fettler may be viewed as a conqueror. 
The weapons with which he atchieves his conquefts, 
are the implements of hufbandry : and the virtues which 
direft them, are induftry and ccconomy. Idlenefs — 
extravagance — and ignotance fly before him. Happy 
would it be for mankind, if the kings of Europe 
would adopt this mode of extending their territories : 
it would foon put an end to the dreadful conne£l:ion, 
which has cxifted in every age, between war and 
poverty, and between conqueft and defolation. 

' With great refpedl, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your moft obedient 
humble fervant. 
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[Am account of the hankers of the German 

INHABITANTS OF PeNNSTLYANI A. 
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IHE ftate of Pennfylvania is fo much in* 
debted for her profperity and reputation, 
to the German part of her citizens, that a fhort 
jiccount of their manners may, perhaps, be ufefiil 
and agreeable to their feUow citizens in every part 
of the United States. 

The aged Germans, and the anceftors of thofe wha 
are young, migrated chiefly from the Palatinate i from 
Alcace, Swabis, Saxony, and Switzerland : but native* 
of every principality and dukedom, in Germany, are 
to be found in difFerent parts of the ftate. They 
brought but little property with them. A few pieces^ 
of gold or filver coin, a cheft filled with clothes, a 
bible, and a prayer or an hymn book conftituted the 
whole ftock of moft of them. Many of them bound 
themfelves, or one or more of their children, to maf- 
ters after their arrival, for four, five, or feven yearis, 
in order to pay for their pafiages acrofs the ocean. 
A clergyman always accompanied them when they 
came in large bodies. 

The principal part of them were farmers; but 
there were many mechanics, who brought with 
them a knowledge of thofe arts which are necef- 
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fary and nfeful in all countries. Thcfc mcchanict 
were chiefly weavers, taylofs, tanners, fhoemakerSf 
comb-makers, fmithsoi all kinds, butchers, paper 
makers, watch makers, and fugar bakers* I (hall 
begin this account of the German inhabitants of 
Pennfylvania, by defcribing the manners of the 
German fairmers* ' 

This body of citizens are not only induftriout 
and frugal, but ikilful cultivators of tjie earth, I 
(hall enumerate a few particulars, in which they 
differ from ii^oft of the, other farmers of PennfyU 
vania. 

I ft. In fettling ^ traQ of land, they always pro* 
yid/e large and fuitable accomodation^ for their horCe$ 
and cattle, before they lay out ipucb money in 
building a houfe for th^mfelvesi The barn and 
the ftables are generally under one roof, and contrived 
in fuch a manner as to enable them to feed their 
horfe^ ^tii cattle, and to remove their dung, with 
^ little trouble as p<^ble. The firft dwelling houfe 
upon this fi^rm is fmaUj and built of logs. It gen- 
erally lafts the life time of the firft fettler of a tra£k 
of land J and hence they have a faying, that " a 
*« fon ihould always begin his improvenients where 
" his father left off," — ^that is, by building a large and 
convenient ftone houfe^ 

2d. They always prefer good land or that land 
cm which there is a large quantity of meadow grounds 
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From an attention to the cultivation of grafs, they 
often double the Talue of an old farm in a few years, 
and grow rich on farms, on which their predecefTors 
of whom thejr purchftfed them, have nearly ftarved. 
They prefer purchafing farms with fome improvement$ 
to fettling on a new traft of land. 

3d. In clearing new land, they do not girdle the 
trees fimply, and leave them to periih in tiie ground, 
as is the cuftom of their Englifh or Irilh neighbours ; 
but they generally cut them down and burn them. 
In deftroying under- wood and buflies, they generally 
grub them out of the ground ; by which means a field 
is as fit for cultivation the fecond year after it is 
cleared, as it is in twenty years afterwards. The 
advantages of this mode of clearing, confift in the im- 
mediate produft of the field, and in the greater faci- 
lity with which it is ploughed, harrowed and reaped. 
The expenfe of repairing a plough, which is often 
broken two or three times in a year by fmall flumps 
concealed in tlie ground, is offlip greater than the ex- 
traordinary expenfe of grubbing the fame field com- 
pletely, in clearing it. 

4th. They feed their horfes and cows, of which 
they keep only a fmall number, in fuch a manner, 
that t'ne former perforin twice the labour of thofe 
horfes, and the latter^ yield twice the quantity of 
milk of thcfe cows, that are Icfs plentifully fed. 
There is great ceconomy in this prafticc, efpecially 
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in a country where fo much of the labour of a 
farmer is neceffary to fupport his domeftic ani- 
mals. A German horfe is known in every part 
of the ftate : indeed he feems to '* feel with his 
<^ lord, the pleafure and the pride" of his ex- 
traordinary fize or fat. 

5th- The fences of a German farm are generally 
high, and well built) fo that his fields feldom fuf- 
fer from the inroads of his own or his neighbours, 
horfes, cattle, hogs, or fheep. 

6th. The German farmers are great oeconomifts of 
their wood. Hence they burn it only in ftoves, in which 
they confume but a 4th. or 5th. part of what is com- 
monly burnt in ordinary open fire places: befidcs, 
their horfes are faved by means of this oeconomy, 
from that immenfe labour, in hauling wood in the 
middle of winter, which frequently unfits the horfes 
of their neighbours for the toils of the enfuing fpring. 
Their howfes are, moreover, rendered fo comfortable, 
at all times, by large clofe ftoves, that» twice the 
bufmefs is 'done by every branch of the family,in knit- 
ing, fpinning, and mending farming utenfils , that is 
done in houfes where every member of the family 
crouds near to a common fire-place, or fliivers at a 
diftance from it, — ^with hands and fingers that move, 
hf rcafon of iJie cold, with only half their ufual quick- 
ncfs. 
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They difcover occonomy in the prefcrvation ftnd m- 
creafe of their wood in feveral other ways. They 
fometimes defend it, by high fences, from their cattle ; 
by which means the young foreft trees are fufifered 
to grow, to replace thofe that are cut down for the 
ncceflary ufe of the farm. But where this cannot be 
conveniently done, they furround the ftump of that tree 
which is moft ufeful for fences, viz. the chefnut, with 
a (inall triaugul^ir fence. From tliis ftump a number 
of fuckers fhoot out in a few years, two or three of 
which in the courfe of five and twenty years, grow 
into trees of the fame fize as the tr^e from whofc 
roots they derived their origin. 

7th. They keep their liorfes and cattle as warm 
IS poffible in winter, by which means they fave a 
great deal of their hay and grain ; for thofe animal& 
when cold, eat much more tlian when they are in a 
more comfortable fituation. 

8;h. The German farmers live frugally in their 
families, with refpeft to diet, furniture and apparel. 
They fell their moft profitable grain, which is wheat ; 
and eat that which is lefs profitable, but more nouriih- 
ing, that is rye or Indian corn* The profit to a farmer* 
from this fingle article of occonomy, is equal, in the 
courfe of a life time, to the price of a farm for 
one of his children. They eat fparingly of boiled 
animal food, with large quantities of vegetables* 
particularly fallad, turnips, onions, and oabbage^ 
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the laft of which they make into four crout. They 
like wife ufe a large quantity of milk and cheefe 
in their diet. Perhaps the Germans do not propor- 
tion the quantity of their animal food, to the degrees 
of their labour; hence it has been thought, by fomc 
people, tliat they decline in ftrength (boner than their 
Englifli or Iriih neighbours. Very few of them 
ever uie diftilled fpirits in their families: their com* 
moH drinks are cyder, beer, wine, and fimple water. 
The furniture of their houfe is plain and ufefuL 
They cover themfeves in winter with light feather 
beds inflead of blankets : in this contrivance there is 
both convenience, and oeconomy, for the beds are 
warmer than blankets, and they are nude by them- 
felvcs. The apparel of the German farmers is u- 
fually homefpun. When they ufe European articles 
of drefs, they prefer thofe which are of the bed qua- 
lity, and of tlie higheft price. They ^e afraid of 
debt, and feldom purchafe any thing without paying 
cafh for it. 

9th. The German farmers have large or profitable 
gardens near their houfcs. Thefe contain little clfe but 
ufeful vegetables. Pennfylvania is indebted to the Ger* 
mans for the principal part of her knowledge in hor- 
ticulture. There was a time; when turnips and cabbage 
were the principal vegetables that were ufed in diet by 
the citizens of Philadelphia. This will not furprife 
thofe perfons, who know that the firft Englifti fettler* 
in Pennfylvania left England while horticulture was i» 
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its infancy in that country. It was not till the reigii 
of William III. that this ufeful and agreeable art was 
cultivated by the Englifh nation. Since the fcttlemcnt 
of a number of German gardeners in the neighbour- 
hood of riiiladelphia, the tables of all claiTes of citizens 
have been covered with a variety of vegetables, in 
every feafon of the year ; and to the ufe of thefc 
vegetables, in diet, may be afcribed the general exemp- 
tion of the citizens of Philadelphia from difcafes 
of the {kin. 

I oth. The Germans feldom hire men to work upon 
their farms. The feeblenefs of that authority which 
mafters poflefses over hired fervants, is fuch that their 
wages are feldom procured from their labour, except 
in harveft, when they work in the prefence of theiir 
mailers. The wives and daughters of the German 
farmers frequently forfake, for a while, their dairy and 
fpinning- wheel, and join their hufbands and brothers in 
the labour of cutting down, collecting and bringing 
home the fruits of their fields and orchards The work 
of the gardens is generally done by the women of the 
family. 

nth. A large and ftrong waggon covered with 
linen cloth, is an effential part of the furniture of a 
German farm. In this waggon, drawn by four or 
five large horfes of a peculiar breed: they convey to 
market over the rougheft roads, between 2 or 3 thou- 
fand pounds weight of the produce of their farms. In 
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the months of September and Oftober, it is no uncom- 
Oion things on the Lancafler and Reading roads^ to 
meet in one day from fifty to an hundred of thefe wag- 
gons, on tlieir way to Philadelphia^ moft of which be- 
long to German farmers. 

1 2th* The favourable influence of agriculture, as 
condu£t9d by the Germans in extending human hap« 
pinefe, is manifefted by the joy they exprefs upon the 
birth of a child. No dread of poyerty, nor diftruft of 
Providence from an encreafing family, deprcfs the- 
fpirits of thefe induftrious and frugal people. Upon 
the birth of a fon, they exult in the gift of a ploughman 
or a waggoner ; and upon the birth of a daughter, they 
rejoice in the addition of another fpinfter, or milkmaid 
to thtir family. Happy ftate of human fociety ! what 
bleflings can civilization confer, that can atone for the 
extin£):ion of the ancient and patriarchal pleafure olT 
caifing up a numerous and healthy family of children, 
to labour for their parents, for themf-lves, and for their 
country ; and finally to partake of the knowledge andhap- 
pinefs which are annexed to exiftence ! The joy of pa- 
rents upon the birth of a child is the grateful echo o£ 
creating goodnefs. May the mountains of Pennfylvania 
be for ever vocal, with fongs of joy upon thefe 
ocgafions J They will be the infallible figns of inno- 
cence, induklry, wealth and happinefs in the ftate. 

13th. The Germans take great pains to produce, 
in their children, not only habits of labour, but a love 

Hh 
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of it. In this they fubmit to the inrcverfible fentencc 
infliiSkd upon man, in fuch a manner, as to convert 
the wrath of hearen into private and public happinefs. 
" To fear God, and to love work," are the firft leflbns 
they teach their children. They prefer induftrious ha- 
bits to money itfelf ; hence, when a young 'man afks 
the coiifent of Lis father to marry the girl of his choice, 
he does not enquire fo much whether fhe be rich or 
poor ? or whether Ihe poflefses any pcrfonal or mental 
accompliftiments — as whether {he be induftiious, and 
acquainted with the duties of a good houfe-wife ? 

J 4th. The Germans fet a great value upon patrimo- 
nial property. This ufeful principle in human nature 
prevents much folly and vice in young people. It 
moreover leads to lading and extenfive advantages^ in 
..the improvement of a farm ; for what inducement can 
be ftronger in a parent to plant an orchard, to preferve 
foreft-trees or to build a commodious and durable 
houfe, than the idea, that they will all be poflefsed by a 
fucceflion of generations, who fhall inherit his blood and 
name. 

15 th. The German farmers are very much influenc- 
ed in planting and pruning trees, alfo in fowing and 
reaping, by the age and appearances of tlie moon. 
This attention to the ftate of the moon has been afcribed 
to fuperftition j but if the fa£ts related by Mr. Wilfon 
in his obfervations upon climates are true, part of their 
fuccefs in agriculture mud be afcribed to their being 
£» much influenced by it. 
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1 6th. From the hiftory that has been given of the 
German agricuhure, it will hardl y be neceffary to add 
that aGernlan farm may be diftinguiftiedfrom the farms 
of the other citizens of the ftate, by the fuperior fize 
of their bams ; the plain, but conipafl: form of their 
houfes; the height of their enclofuresi the extent of 
their orchards; the fertility of their fields; the luxuri- 
ance of their meadows, and a general appearance of 
pknty and neatnefs in everything that belongs to them. 

The German mechanic poflefles fomc o£ the traits 
t>f the charadler that has been drawn of the German 
farmer. His firft object is to become a . freeholder ; 
and hence we find few of them live in rented houfes. 
The higheifc compliment, that can be paid to them on 
entering their houfes is to afk them, " is this houfe 
your own/* They are induftrious, frugal, punctual 
and juft. Since their fettlement in Pennfylvanis, 
many of them have acquired a knowledge of thofe 
mechanical arts, which are more immediately neceHa- 
ry and ufeful in a new country ; \yhile they continue 
at the fame time, to carry on the arts they, impor- 
ted from Germany, with vigolir and fuccefs. 

But the genius of the Germans of Pennfylvania, is 
not confined to agriculture and the mechanicaj. arts. 
Many of them have acquired great weaWj: by foreign 
and domeftic commerce. As merchant* rthdjftjirc can- 
did and punftual. The bank of North America has . 
witneffed, frt)m -its firft inftitution, their fidelity to jsill 
their pecuniary engagements, 
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Thus far hav« I defcribed the individual chzrz&er oi 
feveral orders of the German citizens of Pennfylvania. 
I fhall now take notice of fome of their manners in 
a colleflive capficitjr. All the different fefts amon 
them are particularly attentive to the religious ediica 
cation of their children, and to the eftablifliment an 
fupport of the chriilian religion. For this purpofi 
they fettle as much as pofSble together — and make the 
ereftion of a fchool houfe and a place of worfhip the 
iirft objcft of their care. They commit the educa- 
tion and in{lru6lion of their children in a peculiaf - 
manner to the minifters and officers of their churches 5 
— hence they grow up with prejudices in favour of pub- 
lic worihip, and of the obligations of chriftianity« 
Such has b^en the influence of a pious ed^catfon 
among the German Lutherans in Pennfylvania, that 
in the courfe of nineteen years only one of them 
has ever been brought to a place of public ihame pa 
puni{hmei\t. 

As. members of civil government, the Germans 
arc peaceable T-and exaft in the payment of their tax- 
es. Since they have participated in the power of 
the ftatc, majiy of them have become fenfible and 
enlightened in the fciencc of legiflatipn. Pennfylvania 
has bad At fpeafccr's chair of her aiTemblyi and 
the vice-prcfident's office of lier council, filled with 
dignity by gentlemen of German families. The fame 
jgehtlemen have fince bee;n advanced to feats in the 
houfe of reprefentatives, under the new <^nftitutioz\ 
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of the United States. In the great controverfy about 
the national gOTernment^ a large majority of the 
Germans in Pennfylvan^a decided in favour of its 
adoption, notwithftandin^ the moil popular arts were 
ufed to prejudice them againft k. 

The Germans are Imt little addi£ked to conyivial 
pleafures. 

They feldom meet for the fimple purpofe of eatiqg 

and drinking m what are juftly called << feeding 

^' parties'* ; but th«y are not ftrangers to the virtue 

of hofpitality. — ^Thc hungry or benighted traveller, 

is always fure to find a hearty welcome under their 

roofs. A gentleman of Irifli cxtradlion, who loft 

his way in travelling through Lancaiter county, 

called late at night at the door of a German farmer. 

He was kindly received aAd entertained with the 

bcft of every thing the houfe afforded. The next 

morning, he offered to pay his hoft for his lodging, 

and other accoramodatiops : " No" laid the friendly 

German, in broken Englifh — « 1 will take nothing 

r« fr«m you. I was once loft^ and entertained, as 

*< you have been, at the houfe of a ftranger who 

*' would take no pay from me for his trouble. I 

« am therefore now only difcharging that debt : — 

<« do you pay your debt to me in the fame way* 

«« to fomehody elfe." — 

They are extremely kind and friendly as neighbours. 
They often affift each other by loans of money for 



1 



^3^ AN ACCOUNT OF THE GERMAN 

a fliort time, without intereft, when^ the p^jrchafc 
of a plantation makes a larger fum neceflary than is 
commonly poflcfsed by a fiiigle farmer. To fecure 
their confidence, it is neceflary to be pundlual. They 
never lend money a fecond time, to a man who has 
once difappointed them in paying what he had bor- 
rowed agreeably to his promife or obligation. It 
was remarked, during the late war, that there were 
very few inftances of any of them difch?rging a bondj 
or a debt, with depreciated paper nxoncy. 

It has been faid, that the Germans are deficient in 
learning ; and that in confequence of their want of 
more general and extenfive education, they are 
much addifted to fuperftition, and are frequently 
impofed upon in the management of their afFatra* 
Many of them have loft valuable eftates by being 
unacquainted with the common forms of law, in the 
moft fimple tranfaftionsj and many more of them 
hairc loft their lives, by appfying to quacks in fick- 
ncfs : but this objeftion to the Germans will foon 
ccafe to have any foundation in Pcnnfylvania. Sevc-" 
ral young men, born of German parents, have been 
educated in law, phyfic and divinity, who have de- 
monftrated by their abilities and knowledge, that the 
German genius for literature has not depreciated in 
America. A college has lately been founded by the 
ftate in Lancafter,f and committed chiefly to the care 

f This college is called after Dr. Franklin, who wai prcfidt^t 
•r t-he ftatc aMltc tkos, it was tbun<icd; and who contiibuted very Uberall y 
t»iti funds. 
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m the Germans of all fe£ts> for the purpofe of difiu- 
fing learning among their children. In this college 
they are to be taught the German and Engliih lan- 
guages, and all thofe branches of literature which arc 
ufually taught in the colleges of Europe and America* 
The principal of this college is a native of Pennfylvania, 
of German parentage.* His extenfive knowledge and 
tafte in tlie arts and fciences, joined with his induftry 
in the difcharge of the duties of his -ftation, have 
afforded to the friends of learning in Pennfylvania, the 
moft flattering profpefis of the future importance and 
ufefulnefs of this inftitution, 

Both fexes of the Germans difcover a ftrong propen- 
(ity to vocal and inftrumental mufic. They excd, m 
■pfalmody^ all the other religidus focieties in the ftatel 

, The freedom and toleration of the government has 
produced a variety of fefts, among the Germans in 
Pennfylvania. The Lutherans compofe a great propor- 
tion of tlie German citizens of the ftate. Many of their 
churches are large and fplencUd. The German Prefbyte- 
rians are the next to them in numbers. Their churches 
are likewife large and furnifhed, in many places, with 
organs. The clergy, belonging to thefe churches, have 
moderate falaries, but they are punftually and juftly 
paid. In the country they have glebes which are flocked 
and QccaGonally worked by their congregations. The 

* The Revarend Dr. Henry Mahlenberj. 
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extra expences of their minifters, in all their excurdon^ 
to their ecclefiaftical meetings, are borne by their rcf- 
pedlivc congregations. By this means the difciplinc 
arid general interefb of their churches are preferved 
and promoted. The German Lutherans and Prefby- 
terians live in great harmony with each other^ infomuck 
that they often preach in each other's churches, and in 
fome inftances unite in building a church, in which 
they both worfhip at different times. This harmony 
between two fcfts, one fo much oppofed to each 
other, is owing to the relaxation of the Prefbyterians in 
fome of the peculiar doftrines of Calvanifm. . I have 
called th^m Prefbyterians, becaufe mod of them obje'Q: 
to being defignatcd by the name of Calvanlfo. The 
Menonifts, the Moravians, the SwingfieJders, and the 
Catholics, compofe the other fefts of the German inha- 
bitants of Pennfylvania. The Menonifts hold war 
and oaths to be unlawful. They admit the. facramentj 
of baplifm, hy Jpr inklings and the fupper. From them a 
fed has arifen, who hold, with the above principles and 
cerenwnies, the neceflity of immerfton baptifm ; hence 
they are called Dunlersy or Baptifts. Previoufly to 
their partaking of the facramcnt of the fupper, they 
waflb each other's feet, and fit down to a love-feaft. 
They praftice thefe ceremorties of their religion with 
great humility and folemnity* They, moreoTer, hold 
the doftrine of univerfal lalvation. From this feA 
there have been feveral feceders, one of whom devoted 
themfelves to perpetual celibacy. They have exhibited 



for Win^ ye;ir^, a cunobBiQ)e£bu:le of pious, mortifica^ 
tidily ^t^iitoge- called EpliFaU) in Lancafteri connty^ 
tbey ' ate a« prefent reduced tio' fourteen or fif deciv 
tnembersL: -The 5^imzf|^j': who like wife difleiKed' from- 
ther&iMkefa, teje'id; theordEnamre&of baj^tifm andthe. 
factaitient; and- hold the do£tritle of the JRr/>/tf<£r^ con« 
cerni/ng. the* internal revehtiott ^ pf die -gof^iieL Theff* 
hold) with 'the Dunkersy.the doftrine of univerfal fdU 
Vadonw The> fingulai^ piety, arfd^expmplary morality oif 
thcffc fiS^i hiavebeca urged, by the advocates for the 
falvatioh Qi'all' mankind^ ae a^prooiF that the belief o£ 
thiat do^rine is not fo unfeiendly to mora)8> and the 
order of-'focictyi us- had been Aippofed. . The Dunkers* 
and Separatifts agree in taking no intereft uppti 
money, and- in not applying to law to recover theif 
debts. 

The Gerjnan Moraviins are,^ numerous' aAd vefpcC* 
bble body of . chriftians. in Pennfylvania. In thei t 
village of Bethlehem, there are two large ftone buildingsji 
in which the different fexes ar^ educated in habit^ of 
induftry in ufef ul manufactures. The fifters (for • by 
that epithet the women are- called) all^fleep in two 
large and neat apartments.' Two of them watch over 
the reft, in turns, every night, to afford relief fvqm 
thofe fudden indifpofitions which fometimes occur, m 
the m oft healthy pcrfons, in the hours of fleep. It 
is impoffihle to record: this faft, without paufing a 
tt)Qment to do homage ta that religion, which pro- 

li 
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doces fo much union : axlH kindiicfs in ^human foukr 
The number of women, who belong to. this icqueiU 
cred female fociety, amounts, fometimcs to 120, and 
feldom' to lefs than ido. It is remarkable thac not- 
, withftanding they lead :a fcdentary life, tind:. fct.ifcfr- 
ftantly inclofc ftove-ropms 'in winter^ that pot. .'more 
Aan one of them, upon an average, dies in a . year.' 
Th^ difeafe .Avhich generally produces this anxiuali 
death, is the confumptioH. The conditions, and agcf. 
of the women of the village, as well as oi fhf. iociety 
that has been mentioned, are diftinguiOied by ribbont . 
of a peculiar kind whiph; they wear 01; their caps : 
the widows, by white ; the married women, by blue ; 
the fingle women, above 18 years of agCj by pi^; 
and thofe imder that age, by a ribbon of a cinnamon 
colour. Formerly this body of Moravians held all 
their property in common in imitation of the primi- 
tive chriftians; but, in the year i7(Jo, a divifion of 
the whole of it took place, except a tavern, a tan-yard, 
Sooo acres of land near Bethlehem^ and 5000 acres 
near Nazareth, a village in the neigbourhood of 
Bethlehem. The profits of thefe eftates are appropri- 
ated to the fupport and propagation of the gofpel. 
There are many valuable manufactures carried on at 
Bethlehem. The inliabitants pofiefs a gentlenefsin 
their mariners,' which is peculiarly agreeable to (trangers. 
They inure their children, of five and fix years old, to 
habits of early induftry. By this means they arc not 
•nly taught thofe kindi of labor which are fuited f 
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tkeir ilrength and cap2lGitteay'':but are prefinrved from 
ihany of the burtful vic^iiMtd' accidents to- "which 
'diildren arc ez{k)fed. . ." . » : . . 

The S wingfielders are a , fmafl focicty." . They hoM 
the feme principles as the . Friendsi but they 'difier 
frotoi them in ufihg pfalmbdy in their worfliip". 

;' •• • •-. *. , • ^ ........ 

T^e German Catholics ^e numerojus in Philadelphia, 
2fi^i have feveral' fqiall chapels in other .paits of the 

There is ah'^incorporated charitable fddety of 
Germans in Philadelphia, whofe objefts if^ theit 
pQor.and diftreflid countryjlien. . . 

There is likewife a German fociety of labourers 
and jdurheymen *mechanicSj who contribute 2S. 6dl 
eight times a year, towards a fiind, out of which th<fy 
allow 30s. a week to each other's familieSi when the 
head of it is unabl6 to work; and 7I. ios ' to his 
widow, as foon as he is taken from his family by 
death. 

The Germans of Pennfylvania, including all the fedli 
that have been mentioned, compofe nearly one third 
part of the whole inhabitants of the ftate. 

The intercourfe of the Germans with each otheri 
is kept up chiefly in their own language } but mod 
of their men, who vifit the capital, and the trading 
or country towns of the ftate, fpeak the Englifh Ian- 
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gtsagCk A- ceitslin ntxinber.of the rlawsof tb^ .ftato 
«re m)w-prklted in Gc]fn(&ir|')fbr !the::.tenefit of ^thofe 
of them who cannot read Englifh. . A large .mntifaer 
pf Qermz^n newsrpapjcrs are Ijkewife circulated thrpi^gh 
the ftatCf . through .whicj} knowledge apd intelligence 
have been convey ed> much, to tjhip advantage of ^he go* 
vemment. There is fcarcely an iriftance of a German, 
df-'el^r'^i^iniPeaniyt^ftniay'that cannot r^d^^^ut 
nialxiy of' the 'wives and ^atighiers 6f ihe-'Gern^ari £ur. 
mers cannot write. The prefent ftate of fociety amdii| 
them ve^nders this accomplishment oEUttle confcquence 
to .Uiejt. Improvement or happinefs. 

If it were pof&ble 40 detevmine t& :^X)«u>unt-6f a!| 
tfee ,propei^ brought into Pennfylvania.by the jrefen^ 
G^nng.n. inhabitants of the ftate, and their anceftors, 
and. then compare it with the prefent amount of their 
prpperty, the contraft would form fuch a monument 
pf fh\iman indu/lry an4 cecqnomy as has feldon^ beei^ 
Cpnti^mpla^ed in any age ;0r cpuntry. ^ 

I have been informed that there was an anc4€nt 
prophecy, which foretold, that *^ God would blefs 
<^ the Germans in fpreign countries." This predic- 
tion has been faithfully verified in Pennfylvania. 
They enjoy here every bleffing that liberty, toleration," 
hjdependence, affluence, virtue and reputation, can 
,^6nfer upon them. 

How different is their fitviation here j from what 
it was in Germany ! Could the fubje£ls of tlie prince^ 
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of Gernxaayi who myw'groza away their Irrcs ia 
jlav«Ty .^nd unpToiitsd>Ie labouT, ^vkiw fnim an.eim% 
nence^ in ^the month of jroney the German fcttlementi 
of Stratftuilg, ofManheim in Xiancafter county^orof 
I^banon or Bethlehem in .the counties of Dauphto 
and Northampton ; could they be accompanied on this 
^minenoje^ -by a venerable Oerbian farmer, and be 
told by ^him'^that many of thdfe ^ettenfive fieUbi. of 
grain, fiiU-fed herds, . luxuriant meadows, orcharda^ 
promifing -loads of fruit, together with ''the fpacious 
barns — and commodious :ftone-d welling houfes, which 
Gompofe the profpc6is that .ha>Bre been mentioned, 
were all the produS: of thb labour of a fingle fa- 
mily, and of one generation-; and that they were all 
fecured to the owners of them by certain laws; I 
am perfuaded, that no chains would be able to detain 
$hem from fl^aring in the freedom of their Pennfyln 
vania friends and former fellow-fubjefts. ** We 
will affert our dignity — (would be their language) 
we will be men— we will be free — we will enjoy 
the fruits of our own labours-— we will no longer 
be bought and fold to fight battles — ^in which we 
have neither intereft nor refentment — we will inherit 
a portion of that bleffing which God has promifed 
to the Germans in foreign .countries — we will be 
Pennfylvanians.* ' 

i fliall conclude this account of the manners of 
the German inhabitants of Pennfylvania by remark- 
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shgthat if I have failed in doing them juftice, it has 
not. been the iauh of my fubjefl. The German 
charaSer once employed the pen of one. .of the firft 
hiftorians of antiquity. I mean the elegant aixd 
enlightened Tacitus.. It is very remarkable that tho. 
Germans in Pennfylvania retain in a great degrecr 
an the virtues, which this author afcribies. to their 
ancdKors in'his treatiie..<«ifr moribus Genmnorum^* . — : 
They inherit their, integrity — ^fidelity — and chaftity — 
but chriftiahity has .baniOied iroip themi their drun- 
kennefs, idlenefs, and love of military glory. There 
is a lingular trait in the features of the Germari 
charafler in Pcniifylvania, which (hews how 
long the moft trifling cuftoms.may exjft among a 
people who have not been mixed with other nations. 
Tacitus defcribes the manner in which the ancient 
Germans build their villages in the following words. 
•* Suam qui/que domum fpatiis circumdat five adverfus 
iafus ignis remedhim^ five injckia adijicandii^\. Many 
of the German villages in Pennfylvania are conftruc- 
ted in the fame manner. Ths. fmall houfes are com- 
pofed of a mixture, of wood, brick and clay, neatly 
united together. The large houfes are built of ftonc, 
and many of them after the EngUfti faftiion. Very few 
of the houfes in Germantown are connefted together. 
— Where the Germans conned their houfes in their 

•f Each man leaves a fpacs between his houfe, and thofe of his neigh- 
bours, cicher to avoid the danger fiom fire, or from unfkilfulnefs in 
achite-iturt;. 
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villages^ they appear to have deviated from one of 
the cuftoms. they imported from Germany. 

Citizens of )the United States learn from thd 
account that has been given of the Germ;?n inhabitants 
of Pennfylvariia, to prize kno^yledge and induftry lu 
agriculture and manufaAures, as the bafis of domeftic 
happinefs and national profperity. 

Legislators of the United States, learn from th« 
wealth, and independence of the German inhabitants 
of Pennfylvania, to encourage by your example, and 
lavrs, the republican virtues of induftry and economy. 
They are the only pillars which can fupport the prefeut 
conftitution of the United States. 

Legislators of Pennfylvania, — learn from the 
hiftory of your German fellow citizens that you pof- 
fefs an iriexhauftible treafure in the bofom of the 
ftatc, in their manners and arts. Continue to patro- 
nize their newly eftablifhcd feminary of learning 
and fpare no expenfe in fupporting their public 
free-fchools. The vices which follow the want 
of religious inftruftion, among the children of poor 
people, lay the foundation of moft of the jails, and 
places of public punifliment in the ftate. Do not 
contend with their prejudices in favour of their 
language. It will be the channel through which 
the knowledge and difcoveries of one of the wifeft 
nations in Europe, may be conveyed into our colm- 
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try. In proportion as they arc inftru<9:ed and tHa^ 
lightened in their own language, they will becom^ 
acquainted with the language of the United States; 
Invite them to fhare in the power and offices of go- 
vernment : it will he the means of producing, an 
union in principle and conduft between them, and 
thofc of their enlightened fellow-citizens who ard 
defcended from other nations. Above all, cherift 
with peculiar tendernefs, thofe fefts among them whd ' 
hold war to be unlawful. — Relieve tliem from the 
opprefTion of abfurd and unnecefTary miHtia ]awa« 
Proteft them as the rcpofitorics of a truth of the, 
gofpel, which has exifted in every age of the churchy 
and which muft fprcad hereafter over every part of tho: 
world. 

The opinions refpcfting the commerce and flavel^ 
of the Africans, which have nearly produced a revo* 
lution in their favour, in fome of the European go- 
vernments, were tranfplanted from a feft of chriftiana 
in Pennfylvania. JPerhaps thofe German fedis oi 
chriftians among us, who refufe to bear arms for the 
purpofe of fhedding hum?n blood, may be prcfcrved hf 
divine providence, as the centre of a circle, which ihaU 
gradually embrace all the nations of the earth in a per* 
petuaJ treaty of friendfhip and peace- 
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•t . fnriHE humaj mind in common witk other branches of 

1 philosophy, has become the subject of attention in the 

^ lircisent age of free and general enquiry. While new facul- 

^ A6s are discovering in it, it will conduce equal to our acquir- 

* ing a perfect knowledge of its powers, to detect and remove 

such sufifitbed fsicnXtXGS as do not belong to it. 

I have long suspected the term common sense to be applied 
improperly to designate a faculty of the mind. I shall not re- 
peat the accounts which have been given of it by Cicero-^ 
Buffieiv-iBerkely— Shaftesbury— .Bentely—iFenelon--i-Ldcke 
Hume— •Hobs— Priestly and others, all of whom agree in de- 
scribing it as a /acuity or part of a faculty, possesing a quick 
and universal perception of righi and wrong, truth and error ^ 
and oiprofiriety and improtmety in human affairs. 

I shall copy, as the substance of all that those authors have 
said upon this subject. Dr. Reid's account of common sense, 
published in the 2d. chapter of the sixth number of his Essays 
on the intellectual powers of man.— ^" It is absurd to concieve 
" (says the Doctor) that there can be any opposition between 
^ reason and common sens^e. It is the firstborn of reason, 
. " and, as they are commonly joined together in speech and 
« writing, they are inseperable in their nature." 

<^ We ascribe to reason two offices or two degrees. The first 
" is to judge of things self-evident ; the second is to draw con- 
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'* elusions that are not self-evident from things that arc. The 
" first of these 15 the province, and the sole province, ofcom.- 
^^ mon sense, and therefore it coincides with reason initstuAo^ 
" extent, and is only another name for one branch or jootd^ 
" grcc of reason." + Jf -. 

« There is an obvious reason why thi^degree of relAi^i 
<< should have a name appropriated to it, and that is, ttiatbi 
" the greatest part of m inkind no other deg)ree of reaaon 
^ be found. It is this degree of reason that entitles tbrii 
" the denomination of reasonable creatures." ^*T 

" These two degrees of r^son differ in other respectSi 
" which would be sumcient to^ntitle them to distinct nameSi 
" The first is the gift of heaven — the second is learned hf 
" practice and rules, when the first is not wanting."——— 
Thus far Dr. Reid. 

It is with great diffidence that I object to any thing that 
comes from a gentleman from whose writings I have derived 
so much entertainment and insti*uction, and who has done lo 
much towards removing the rubbish that has for many ages 
obscured the science of mctaphysicks. Tliis diffidence to 
offer a single objcclion to T>i\ Rcid's opinion upon the subject 
under consideration, is encrcased by the groupe of popular and 
respectable names under which he has supported it. 

The idea which I have adopted of common sense is plain 
and simple. I consider it as the perception of things as they 
appear to the greatest part of mankind. It has no relation to 
their being tru.? or Jalscy right or wrof:gy firofier or imfirofler. 
For the sake of perspicuity, I shall define it to be, O/anioru 
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mnd Fee&ngain unUon vdth the OfiinioTU and FcelingM ^fthc bulk 
of mankind. 

From this definidon itftv evident that common sense m'Ust 
' ^ necessarily differ in different ages and countries and, in both, 
' . ipOLUst vary with the progresiiiof taste^ science, and religion. 
: « In the iiiii iiliiTj^iJjJttfiifif iiiii nn^ the opinions and feeJlngs 

fl£ a ma|nrky.^iMniitin>l will^^. ^ronsr. and, f>f cjbirsei their 





"^' will partake of tlieir dki. In 




Lvasd stoHHpTeason, wf opinions and feelnigt^^ 

^ome {flfneral, aiv the commm^nse of the majority will 
be in unisdt with truth. I beg leave to illustrate what I mean 
by a few examples. ', 

1 . There are many things which were contrary to common 
.tense in foi;mer ages, both m philosophy and religion, which 
lure now universally believed, insomuch that to cull them in 
question is to discover a want of judgment^ or a defective edu- 
cation. 

3. It is contrary to common sense to speak or write in favour 
of republicanism, in several European countries ; and it is 
equally contrary to it to speak or write in favour of monarchy, 
in the United States of America. 

3. The common sense of the planters in Jamaica, is in fa- 
vour of the commerce and slavery of the Africans.— In Penn- 
sylvania, reason, humanity^ and common sense, have miiver- 
sally declared against them. 

4. In Turkey, it is contrary to tlrie common sense of de- 
licacy which prevails in that country for a gentleman to dance 
with a lady. No such common sense prevails in any of the 
western countries of Europe, or in the States of America. 
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5. It is contrary to the common sense of many numerous 
sects to believe that it is possible for men to go to heaven, 
who do not embrace their principles, or mode of worship^— 
Among rational men, this common sense is contrary' to 
truth and christian religion. ^ 

6. The common sense of mankind has generally been in v. 
favour of established modes and habits of pr^tice, in mefi-..^ 
cine. . Opium, bark, mercury and the MfeNBt have ail forced ^ 
their way into general use^' contrary tottiis common adkf^ 
Their utility is a proof how little common sense attcords 'mtt^- 
the decisions of reason, and how improperly it is lupposed to 
be a part of that noble power of the mind. 

7. It is agreable to the common sense of a great part of 
of mankind, to revenge public and private injuries by wars and 
and duels, and yet no wise or just reason has ever been g^ivea 
to justify the practice of either of them. 

8. The common sense of the bulk of the inhabitants of the 
British Dominions, and of the United States, is in favour 
of boys spending four or five years in learning the Latin and 
Greek languages, in order to qualify them to understand the 
English language. Those persons who recollect that the most 
perfect language in the world, viz. the Greek, was learned with- 
out the medium or aid of a dead or foreign language, consider 
the above practice (founded in common sense) as contra* 
ry td'right reason and productive of many evils in education. 
But further, under this head. The common sense of the 
same immense proportion of people, is in favour of teach- 
ing boys worcle^ before they are taught ideae. Now na- 
ture and right reason botli revolt at this absurd pimctice.- 
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9. The common sense of nearly all nations, is in favour of 

preventing crin^s by the punishment of death, but right reu- 

«on, policy, and the experience of a wise and enlightened 

,-i '. prince,t all concur in proving that the best means of preven- 

f: \ ting crimes, is by Uving and not by dead examples. 

I 

w 

In the perfection of knowledge, common sense and truth will 
=■ be in unison with each other. It is now more related to error 
than to truth, and in the sense in which I have descnbed it, it 
Implies more prsdse than censure to want it. 

To say that a man has common sense, is to say that he th'nks 
-with his age or country, in their false, as well as their true 
opinions ; and the greater the proportion of people, he acts 
and thinks with, the greater share he possesses of this com* 
mon sense.— After all that has been said in its favour, I can- 
not help thinking that it is the characteristic only of commqp 
minds. 

To think and act with the majority of mankind, when they 
are right, and differently from them, when they are wrong', 
constitutes m my opinion, the perfecdon of human wisdom and 
conduct. 

The feeHngM and opinions of mankind are often confounded ; 
but they are widely different from each other. There may 
be^ws^ feelings connected with erroneous opinions and conduct. 
This is often the case in religion and government— But, in 
general, opinions and feelings are just and unjust in equal de- 
grees, according to the circumstance of age, country, and the 
progress of knowledge before mentioned. 



t Leopold, Emperor of Germany. 
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il id tM-. .:\..!i:ii :ii Kc:isc depended upon the information of any 
cjjL cT L-e „-/«••• txii^rnal scr.Fcs, I should have had no difficulty 
i". adTTiiioi:!;; Dr. I\c!d's ::ccount of it, inasmuch as the per- 
»:t p-ioiis tlicy zJaovCv ure the Bame^ in their nature, in all heal- 
il:y men, and in all a;^cs and countries. But to suppose it to be 
an inferior dcsroc, or t\\(^fi'9t act of reason, and afterwards 
to siipixjsc it to bo universal^ is to contradict every thing that' 
history and observation teach us of human nature.* 

In matters addressed to our reason, the principal buaincMw 
of reason is to correct the evidence of our senses. Indeed, the 
perception of t.uth, in philosophy, seems to conast in little 
else than in the refutation of the ideas acquired from tlie testis 
mony of our senses. In the progress of knowledge, when 
the exact connection between the senses and reason is perfect- 
ly understood, it is probable that the sqnses and reason will be 
in unison with each other, and that mankind will as 9ud- 
dcnly connect the evidence of all the senses with the decieioBs 
cjf reason, as they row connect, with certainty, the distance 
of objects with the evidence of the eyes. This general uni- 
f'On betv7een the scnccs ;ind reason, as in the case of visioo, 
nust be the result only cf experience and habit. 

1 cannct disiTiioDt-ils subject without adding the following 

rtTriUv.:. 

Mankind are govei'iieu, sa", 3 I/Ir. Bayle, by their prejudices, 
iiiid not by their prhxi j*c'j. To do them good, we must, in 
3^;;nc ni'^asurc, coiifonn to tiio^e prejudices ;— •hence we find 



* The Kinr 01 J^russia, in his posthumous works, says, 
'- IU^:i -on lyrv't: c'ul uro/ thin?; '^reat,*' by which he must have 
fy.cwi tLc t.r;/>.'r.;; di-yrvv.'.: oz lU or v/hat is called, by Dr.* 
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the most acceptable men in practical society, have been tho^:e 
who have never shocked their cotcmporarics, by opposing 
Jwpular or common opinions. Men of opposite characters, 
like objects placed too near the eye, are seldom seen distinct- 
ly by the age in which they live. They must content them- 
selves with the prospect of being useful to the distant tnd 
more enlightened generations which arc to follow them. Gali- 
leo, who asked pardon .of the Pope, on hib knees, for contra- 
tiicting, the common sense of the church, respecting the revo- 
lution of the earth, and Dr. Harvey, v/lio lost all his business 
•by refuting the common sense of former ages, respecting the 
-circulation of the blood, now enjoy a reputation for their opin- 
ions and discoveries, which has in no instance ever beep 
given to the cold blood of common ^t nae. 

Ji/iril^d. 1791. 
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North America. 
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IT has become fashionable of late years for the philosopheiil 
of Europe to celebrate the virtues of the savages of Americti 
Whether the design of their encomiums was to expose chrisi- 
tiunity^ and depreciate the advantages of civilization, I know 
not ; but they have evidently had those effects upon the minds 
of weak people . Without contradicting the accounts that have 
been published by those gentlemen^ of the virtues of the In- 
dians in North America, I shall briefly add an account of some 
of their vices, in order to complete their natural history. Mjn 
informatibn shall be taken from the travels of Charlevc 
Hennepen— -Carver — Romans and Bartram, and fr 
sations with persons of veracity who have resided atnon^ 
them. 

The first vice I shall name, that is universal among our sav-^ 
ages, is UNCLEANNESS. They are, in general, stran- 
gers to the obligations both of morality and decency, as far a»" 
they relate to the marriage bed.— The exceptions to this re^' 
mark, have been produced among those nations chiefly, who' 
have had an occasional intercourse with civilized nations. 

2. NASTINESS is another Indian vice. This is exempli- 
fied in their food— drinks— <lress— .^persons— *and above all, in 
their total disregard to decency in the time — .^/ace— and manner 
of their natural evacuations. 
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3. DRUNKENNESS is a more general vice ain«ng sav- 
ages than among civilized nations.— «Whole Indian tribes have 
been destroyed by it. Indeed they glory in their fondness for 
strong liquors, and consider it as a part of their character. 
A countryman who had dropt from his cart a keg of rumi 
rode back a few miles in hopes of finding it. On his way he 
met an Indian who lived iii his neighbourhoodi whom he ask- 
ed if he had seen his keg of mm on the road? The Indian 

'laughed in his face, and addressed him in the following words. 

^ What a fool you are to ask an Indian such a question. Don't 

* you see I am sober ? Had I mot with your keg, you would 

^ liave found it empty on one side of the road, and Indian 

" Tom drunk and asleep on the other." 

4. GLUTTONY is very common among Indians. To this 
tl^eir long abstinence, produced by their idleness, nattirally 
tempts thcm.-^It is very common to see them stretch them- 
"^^Ives on the ground after a full meal, and grunt there for sev- 
^*al hours till tHey recover from the effects of their intemper- 
ance. Mr. Bartram tells us, thMt they sometimes rise m the 
■^middle of the night, in order to gratify their appetites for 
bating. i»; 

5. TREACHERY is another Indian vice. Who ever trust- 
-«d to an Indian treaty ?—*They: generally begin their wars, 

'^th professions of peace and perpetual friendship. 

6 The. CRUELTY of Indians is well known. They consi- 
der compassion as a mark of effeminacy. Their treatment 

of their prisoners, shews them to possess a spirit of revenge, 

which places them upon a footing with infernal spirits. 

7 IDLENESS is the universal vice of savages. They are 
not only too lazy to work, but even to think. Nothing but the 

L 1 
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powerful stimulus of hunger, of revenge, is sufficient to rouse 
them into action. 

8. THEFT is an Indian vice. The Indians not only steal 
from their civilized neighbours, but from each other. A hone 
•^41 gun— or spirits, have charms m the eyes of an Indian that- 
no restraints can prevent his stealing, whenever they comii 
in his way. 

9. GAMING belongs in an eminont degree to the Cata- 
logue of indian vices. 

10. But the infamy of the Indian character is completedbf i 
the low rank to which they degrade their women. It is wd 
known that their women perform all their work. . They not 
only prepare their victuals, but plant, hoe and gather thdr ' 
com and roots. They are seldom admitted to their feasts, or 
share in their conversation. The men oblige them to Ue at 
then* feet, when they sleep without fire ; and at their bada 
when they sleep before a fire; They afford them no assistance 
in the toil of tending, feeding, and carrying their chil^tn. 
They are even insensible of the dangers to which their women 
are often exposed in travelling with them. A gentleman from 
Northumberland touftty, informed me, that he once saw a bo- 
dy of Indian men and women wading across the river Susque- 
hannali. The men arrived first on the opposite shore, and 
pursued their journey along the river. The women, some 
of whom had children on their backs, upon coming to a deep 
and rapid current, suddenly cried out for help, and made signs 
to their husbands and fathers to come to their assistance. The 
men stood for a few minutes— and after attentively surveying 
their distress, burstcd out a laughing, and then with a merry 
indifference, walked from them along the shore. 
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This is a short nomenclature of the vices of the Indians of 
North America. If it were necessary, I would quote the cbap<- 
[ ters and pages of the authors who have established, by their 
[ observatio^is, the truth of the character I have given of them. 
; I am not disposed to enter into an examination of their viitues, 
but I cannot help supposing them to be ratlier the gualitiea of 
necessity^ than the offspring of feeling, or principle. Their 
hospitalitiy— -dieir friendships— «their patience--«tnd their fi- 
delity to engagements, are the ef&cts of necessity, and are as 
essential to their existence, as honesty is to a band of associated 
robbers. Their politeness in never contradicting any person, 
I believe is the effect of indolence, for I know of nothing that 
lazy people dislike more than to dispute, even where truth is 
on their side, or where victory is certain.— .Where is the man 
that in a lazy fit (to which all men at times are subject) has not 
beard false and absurd opinions advanced in company, without 
contradicting them ? 

The taciturnity of the Indians which has been so much cele- 
brated, a6 a mark of their wisdom, is the effect of their want 
of ideas. Elxcept in cases of extraordinary pri^Cj I believe 
taciturnity, in nine cases out often, in civilized company, is 
the effect of stupidity. I will make one more exception to 
this rule, and that is in favour of those people' who are in the 
habits of communicating their thoughts, by writing for the 
public, or by corresponding with their friends. Ideas, whe- 
ther acquired from books, or by reflection!! produce a plethora 
in the mind, which can only be relieved by depletion from 
the pen, or tongue. 

But what shall we say to the encomiums that have been 
lavished upon the love of liberty which characterizes our sav- 
age neighbours ?— •Why— .that they arise from an ignorance 
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of the influence of property, upon the human mind.^— •Proper-^ 
ty, and a regard for law, are bom together in all sodedes. 
The passion for liberty in an Indian, is as different from the 
passion for it in a civilized republican, as the impurity of lust^' 
is, from the delicacy of love. There is a certain medium to be 
observed between an affection for law, and for liberty. An 
excess of the former has sometimes led to tyranny, while tt 
excess of the latter, leads to idleness and vice. The Affie? 
nians appear to have been intoxicated with an excess of libertj 
when they spent their whole time in hearing and telling neir*. 
There is always an excess of law or liberty in a commumtf 
where poor men are idle, or where vices of any kind are sut 
fered with impunity. 

The only reflections that I shall add upon this subject, shall 
be, how are the blessings of civil government which exter 
pates, restrains, or punishes the vices that have been menr 
tioned ! and how great is the efficacy of chridti^ty^ wUchf 
by purifying the heart, renders the practice of the ccmtn* 
ry virtues natural and agreeable ? 



Observations upon the influence of the habitual 
USE of Tobacco upon health^ morals, and property. 



WERE it possdble for a being who had resided upon our 
globe, to visit the inhabitants of a planet, where reason 
governed, and to tell them that a vile weed was in gene- 
ral use among the inhabitants of the globe it had left, which 
stfforded no nourishment — that this weed was cultivated with 
immense care— •that it was an important article of com* 
merce— «that the want of it produced real misery— ^at its 
taste was extremely nauseous, that it was unfriendly to 
health and morals, and that its use was attended with a 
considerable loss of time and property, the account would 
be thought incredible, and the author of it would proba- 
bly be excluded from society, for relating a story of so im* 
probable a nature. In no one view, is it possible to con- 
template the creature man in a more absurd and ridicu- 
lous light, than in his attachment to Tobacco. 

This weed isf of a stimulating nature whether it be used in 
smoaking, chewing or in sntifiT. Like opium and spiritous 
liquors, it is sought for in all those cases where the body is 
debilitated indirectly by intemperance in eating, or by excessive 
application to study, or business, or directly by sedative pas- 
sions of the mind, particularly by grief and fear. Persons 
after losing relations or friends by death, often resort to it. 
One of the greatest snuffers I ever knew, used it for the first 
time, in order to console her under a presentiment she enter- 
tained, that she should die in childbed. Fear creates' a desire 
for Tobacco. Hence it is used in a greater quantity by sol- 
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ciicrs aiid sailors than by oUier classes of people. It is used 
most profusely by soldiers when they act as picket guards, 
or ccntinels, and by sailors in stormy weather. Persons la- 
bouring under that state of madness which is accompanied 
with a sense of misery, are much devoted to it, hence the 
tenants of mad-houses often accost their attendants and vig- 
ors, with petitions for Tobacco. 

The progress of habit in the use of Tobacco is exactly the 
same as in the use of spiritous liquors. The slaves of it beg^in, 
by using it only after dinner^— «then during the whole after- 
noon and evening, afterwards before dinnei^, then before 
breakfast, and finally during the whole night. I knew a lady 
who had passed through all these stages, who used to wake 
regularly two or three dmes every night to compose her sys- 
tem with fresh doses of snuff. Again»— ^he progress in the 
decay of the sensibility of the nose to the stimulus of snuff is 
analogous to the decay of the sensibility of the stomach, to the 
stimulus of spiritous liquors. It feels for a while the action 
of Rappee ; next it requires Scotch snuff, afterwards Irish- 
})Iack-guard— land finally it is affected only by a composition of 
Tobacco and ground glass. This mixture is to the nose, what 
Cayenne pepper and Jamaica spirits are to the stomachs of 
Jiabitual dram drinkers. 

The appetite for Tobacco is wholly artificial. No person 
was ever born v/ith a relish for it. Even in those persons who 
arc much attached to it, nature frequently recovers her disrel- 
ish to it. It ceases to be agreeable in every febile indispo- 
sition. This is so invariably true, that a disrelish to it is of-. 
ten a sign of an approaching, and a return of the appetite for 
it, a sign of a departing fever. 



USE OF TOBACCO. 263 

In considering the pernicious effects of Tobiacco, I shall 
begin s^reeably to the order I have laid down, by taldng no- 
tice of its influence upon health ; and here I shall mention 
its effects hot only upon the body, but upon the mind. 

1. It impairs the ' appetite. Where it docs not produce 
this effect, 



2, It prevents the early and complete digestion of the food, 
and thereby induces distressing, and incurable diseases not 
only of the stomach, but of the whole body. This effect of 
Tobacco is the result of the waste of the saliva in chewing, 
and smoking, or of the Tobacco insinuating itself into the 
stomach, when used in chewing, or snuffing. ■■« I once 
lost a young man of 17 years of age, of a pulmonary con- 
sumption, whose disorder was brought on by the intemperate 
use of segars. 

3. It produces many of those diseases which are supposed 
to be seated in the nerves. The late Sir John Pringle was 
subject in the evening of his life to tremors in his hands. In 
his last visit to France, a few years before he tlied, in compa- 
ny with Dr. Franklin, he was requested by the Doctor to ob- 
serve, that the same disorder was very common among those 
people of fashion who were great snuffers. Sir John was led 
by this remark to suspect that his tremors were occasioned by 
snuff which he took in large quantities. lie immediately left 
off taking it, and soon afterwards recovered the perfect use 
of his hands. I have seen head-ache, vertigo, and epilepsy 
produced by the use of Tobacco. A Physician in Connecti- ' 
cut has remarked that it has in several instances produced pal- 
sy and apoplexy ; and Dr. Tissot ascribes sudden death in one 
instance, to the excessive use of it in smoakinp^. 
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4. A citizen of Philadelphia lost all his teeth by dniiniig 
the hot smoke of Tobacco into his mouth by means of asliort 
pipe, and I have ^en informed of a cancer on the Up^ which 
terminated fatally from the same cause, in a Saumer in N(»^ 
thumberland county in this state. The acrid nature of the 
matter which is mixed with the smoke of the Tobacco ms) 
easily be discovered by the taste or smell of a pipe stem thaSt' 
has been in use for two or three weeks. 

5. Tobacco when used in the form of snuff seldom feils ^^ 
impairing the voice by obstructing the nose. It morco^^^^ 
imparts to the complexion a disagreeable dusky colour. 

I have thus briefly enumerated the morbid effects of Toba^^ c 
CO upon the human body. It remains qOLder this head ^< 
mention, that the want of it is a source of uneasiness mo^^^ 
distressing than many bodily disorders. This uneasiness S-fi 
persons who have long been accustomed to the use of Tcftwtc- 
co has in some instances produced an agitation of mind that 
has bordered upon distraction. Colonel Burr informed tofi 

m 

that the greatest complaints, dissatisfaction and suffering tlut 
he heard the soldiers who accompanied General Arnold in his 
march from Boston to Quebec through the wilderness, in the 
year 1775, were from the want of Tobacco. This was the 
more remarkable, as they were so destitute of provisions as 
to be obliged to kill, and eat their dogs. The Persianss we 
are told by travellers, expatriate themselves, when they are 
forbidden the use of Tobacco, in order to enjoy it in a foreign 
country. These facts will not surprise those persons who 
have been accustomed to view our appetites when perverted 
to such things as artificial and disagreeable, to be much more 
ungovernable than the appetite for things that are originally 
natural and agreeable. 
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, fitt tlie tide of Tobacco has been kho>¥n to fitoduce a iho^ 
i^iious effect upon the mind than the distress that has beeh 
mentioned. Sir John Pringle's memory was impaired by 
snuff. This was profved by his recovering the perfect exer- 
cise of it after he left off taking sntiff agreeably to the advice 
<)f his friend Dr. Franklin. Dr. Masillac infoimed me tAt 
his father lost hi* memory at forty years of age by the exim- 
•sive use of snuff. He took for several years two ounces o'f it 
ivery day. 

in answer to these observations upon the morbid effects of 
Tobacco it has been said> 

1. That it pcfesesses m^y iWfedical virtues.' I grant it, 
^d the facts ilirlnch establish its utility in medicine furnish 
tfs in^thi stdditioiial argtfm^nts against the habitual use of it. 
How feeble would be the effects of opium anfd Imrk upon thd 
the body, if they constituted a part of the condiments of our 
daily food ;--4While I atdmit th^ efficacy of tobacco as & mi6di- 
tine, I cannot help adding, that iSom6 of the diseases, o'r 
83nnptoms of diseases which it relieves, are evidently induced 
by the habit of using it. Thtt's a di^m of ardent spirits sus- 
pends', for a while, a vomiting and tr^^nors of the hands, biit 
who does^ ne/t know that those complaints', a^ th^ effects of 
the intemperate and habitual use of spii^tous liqttora* ? 

2. The adv6ca:tes for Tobaecoi tell fiSf that sttioKhig aflA' 
^uff relieve that uneasiness which succeeds a plentiful meaf. 
I admit that the stimulars of the Tobacco restores the systeitf' 
from the indirect weakness which is induced by intemper- 
ance in eating, but the relief which is thus obtained, illy com- 
^ensates f6r the waste of the saliva in smoking^ at ati'm^ 
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when it is most wanted, or for the mixtre of a portion of the 
tobacco with the aliment in the stomach hj means of snuffinj^. 
But why should we cure one evil by producing another ? 
Would it not be mucli better to obviate the necessity of using 
Tobacco by always eating a moderate meal ? The recollec- 
tion of the remedy probably disposes to that intemperance in 
eating which .produces the uneasiness that has been men- 
tioned. 

r 

3. We are sometimes told that Tobacco is a preservative 
from contagious diseases. But many facts contradict this 
assertion. Mr. Howard informs us that it had no efficacy la 
checking the contagion of the plague, and repeated ex- 
perience in Philadelphia has proved, that it is equally in- 
effectual in preserving those who use it, frojgL the In&uenza 
and Y^ow Fever. 

4. It has been further said that chewing and smoking To** 
bacco assist the intellectual operations. So do wine, and dis- 
tilled spirits, but shall we upon that account, have recourse to 
those liquors when we wish to stimulate our thinking facul- 
ties ? Tea and Coffee are to be preferred, when we wish to 
stimulate the niind. Mr. Pope recommends a trotting horse 
for the same purpose. Rousseau excited his invention by 
tvalking backwards and forwards in liis room. I suspect that 
Tobacco is often used, rather to supply the want of ideas 
than to collect^ or excite them. The absence of sensation, 
whether of external impressions upon th^ bpdy, or of the re- 
action of the mind in thought, is always accompanied with 
misery* The Indians afford a striking proof of this remark 
•—hence they spend whole days and even weeks in smoking, 
in order to relieve themselves from the anguish which attends 
the inactivity and vacuum of their minds. 
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We proceed next to mention the influence of the habitual 
use of Tobacco upon morals. 

1 . One of the usual effects of smoaking and chewing is. 
thirst. This thirst cannot be allayed by water, for no seda- 
tive or even insipid liquor will be relished after the mouth 
and throat have been exposed to the stimulus of the smoke> 
or juice of Tobacco. A desire of course is excited for strong 
drinks, and these when taken between meals soon lead to in- 
temperance {Old drunkenness. One of the greatest sots I 
ever knew, acquired a love for ardent spirits by swallowii^g 
cuds of Tobacco, which he did, to escape detection in the 
use of it, for he had contracted the habit of chewing, con- 
trary to the advice and commands of his fether. He died of 
a Dropsy under my care in the year 1 780. 

3. The ute of Tobacco, more eispecially in smoking, dis- 
poses to idleness, and idleness has been considered aathe root 
of all evih << An Idle man's brain, (says the celebrated and 
miginal- Mr. Bvnyui) is the Devil's woiii shop.'' 

3. The use of Tobacco is necessarily connected wi^ the 
neglect of cleanliness^ The^ influence of this neglect upon 
morals has been happily pmnted out in an extract from cap- 
tain Cook's journal, which is published by Sir John Pringle 
in one of his Orations before the Royal Society of London. 

4. Tobacco, more especially when used in smoking, is 
generally offensive to those people who do not use it. To 
smoke in company under such, circumstances, is a breadi of 
good manners; now, manners have an influence upon morals. 
They may be considered as the out post of virtue. A habit 
of offending the senses of friends or'Strangers, by the use of 
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Tobacco, cannot therefore be indulged with innocence. It 
produces a want of respect for our fellow creatures, and thi9 
always disposes to unkind and unjust behaviour towards them. 
Who cvpr knew a rude man pompleatiy, or uniformly moral? 

The mcthodists forbad the use of Tobacco in the infiincf 
of their society. Thp prohibition discovered a high and joit 
sense of the selfrdeiua], dpccncy, and universal civility which 
arc required by the gospel. What reception may we supr- 
pose would the apostles have met with, had th^y carried into 
the cities and houses to which they were sent, snufif-boxefli 
pipes, segars, and bundles of cut, or rolls of hgg, pr pigtMl 
Tobacco ? Such a costly and offensive apparatus for g2:atify'; 
i^g their appetites, would have furnished solid objections to 
their persons and docti'ines, and would have been a just cause, 
for the clamoui*s and contempt which were excited against 
them. It is ag^eable to observe that a reg^rc} to good man* 
ners, upon diis subject, has at last aifakened in some parts 
9( the wpr}d. In £ng;land smoking is no^ permitt^ji 14 tar 
vcms and coff/eerhouses un^l after 10 o'clock at night, aildiBi 
France snuffing is becoming imfashionable and vulgar. How 
n)uch is it to be lamented that while the use of Tobacqo is de- 
clining in two of thq most enlightned countries in Europe, it 
Is becoming more genei:al in America. Who can see groups 
of boys of six or eight years old in our streets smoking 
segiars, without anticipating such a depreciation of oui; ppsr 
tcrity in health and character, as can scarcely be contemplat- 
ed at this distance of time without pain and hprrpr { 

It remains now that I briefly point out the influence of the 
use of tobacco upon time and property. Snufling makes a great 
inroad upon time. A man who . takes a pinch of snuff every 
twenty minutes, (which most habitual snuffers do) and snyiff^ 
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fiteea hours in four and twenty, (allowing him to consume not 
.^uite half a minute every time he uses his box,) will waste a- 
bout five whole days of every y,ear of his life in this uselees, and 
unwholesome practice. But when we add to the profitable use 
to which this time might have been q>plied, the expences of 
Tobacco, pipes, snuff and spitting boxes—and of the injuries 
!which are done to the cloathing, during a whole life, the ag- 
f;regate sum "^ould probably amount to several hundred dol- 
lars. To a labouring man this would be a decent portion for a 
.aon or daughter, wlule the same sum, saved by a man in 
affluent circumstances, would have enabled him by a contribu* 
lion to a public charity to have lessened a large portion of the 
4gporance, or misery of mankind. 

In reviewing the account that has been given of the disa- 
greeable and mischievous effects of Tobacco, we are led to 
enquire, what are its uses upon our globe,r-^for we are as- 
sured that nothing, exists in vain. Poison is a relative term, 
and the niost noxious plants have been discovered to afford 
sustenance to certain animals. But what animal besides man, 
will take Tobacco into its mouth ? Jlorses, Cows, Sheep, 
Cats, Dogs, and even Hogs refuse to taste it. Flies, Musque- 
toes, and the Moth are chased from our cloaths by the smell 
of it. But let us not arraign the wisdoni and economy of na- 
ture in the production of this plant. Modem Travellers have 
at last discovered that it constitutes the food of a solitary and 
filthy wild beast, well known in the deserts of Africa, by the 
name of the Rock Go a*?:. 

• • • 

1 

I shall cpnclude these pbservations by relating an Anecdote 
of the late Dr. Franklin. A few months before his death, he 
declared to one of his friends that he had never used Tobacco 
^n any way in the course of his long life, and that he was dis- 
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posed to betieve there was not much advanti^ to be derived 
from it, for that he had never met with a man who lued it» 
who advised him to follow his example. 



'if. ■ . '. : !i "■■■■»,'■, ■■■ " 



BE 



k » 



▲k account OV the sugar MAPLE^taXE OV THE UNITED 
states: IM a letter to THOMAS JEFVERaOMf Esq. TKES; 
SEtRETART OF STATE OF THE UNITED STATES). ANR OKB) 
OF THB> VICE-PRESIDENTS OF THE AMERICAN PHII.980* 
PHICAI. SOCIETY. 



Dear Sir^ 

■ 

IN obedience to your request, I have sat down to commu* 
nicate to our society) through the medium of a letter to youj 
a short account of the Sugar Mafdc'tTree of the United Statesi 
together with such facts and remarks as I have been able to 
collect, upon the methods of obtaining sug^ from it, and up- 
on the advantages both public and private, of this Sugar. 

The jicer Sacharinum of Linnxus, or the Sugar Maple^ree, 
grows in great quantities in the western counties of all the 
Middle States of the American Union. Those which gjrow 
in New-York and Pennsylvania yield the sugar in a-greater 
quantity than those which grow on the waters of the Ohio.^«>* 
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These trees are generally found mixed with the Beech, (a) 
Hemlock, (b) White axui water A$h, (c) the Cucumber tree, 
(d) Linden, (e) Aspen, (f) Butter Nut, (g) and Wild Cher* 
-ry trees (h)* They sometimes appear in groves covering 
five or six acres in a body, but they are more commonly in« 
^erspersed with some, or all of the forest ti-ees which have 
•l>een mentioned. From SO to 50 trees are generally found 
upon an acre of ground* They gtow only in thq richest soils 
and frequently in stony ground* Springs of the purest water 
abound in their neighbourhood. They are, when fully grown, 
as tall as the white and black oaks, and from two to three feet 
in diameter.* They put forth a beautiful white blossom in 
the Spring before they show a single leaf* The colour of the 
blossom distinguishes them from the <icer rubmm^ or tiie 
common ma{4e, which affords a blossom of a red colour. 
The iTood of the Sugar Maple-tree is extremely infiammaUe, 
and is prefer^d upon that account by hunters and sUrvey«Hs 
for fire wood. Its small branches are so much impregnated 
with sugar as to afford support to the cattle, horses, and 
and sheep of the first settlers during the winter, before they 
are able to cultivate forage for that purpose. Its ashes afford 



(a) Fagus Ferruginea. (b) Pinus abies. (c) Fraxinus 
Americana, (d) Magnolia acuminata, (e) TiHa Ameri- 
cana, (f) Populus tremula«. (g) Juglans alba (oblonga.) 
(h) Prunus Virginiana, of Linnaeus. 



* Baron La Hontan, in his voyage to North America, 
gives the following account of the Maple-tree in Canada. 
After describing the black Cherry-tree, some of which he 
says ai^e as tall as the loftiest oaks, and as big us a hogs^ 
head, he adds, " The Maple-tree is much of the same height 
^< and bulk. It bears no resemblance to that sort we have in 
<* Europe." 
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a great quanuty of pot ash, exceeded by few, or pMiapt 
by none of the trees that grow in the woods of the Unitedf 

States. 

The tree is supposed to arrive at its full growth in the 
woods in twenty years« 

It is not injured by tapping ; on the contrai^y, the oftner 
it is tapped, the more syrup is obtained from it. In this re- 
spect it follows a law of animal secretion. A single tree has 
not only survived, but flourished after /or/y-zwo tappings mthrf 
same number of years. The effects of a yearly discharge of 
sap from the tree in improving and increasing the kap, is dfr-' 
monstimted from the superior excellenceF erf" those trees wluck 
have been perforated in an hundred places, by a small wood- - 
pecker which feeds upon the sap. These trees after having 
been wounded in this way, distil the remains of their jmce on 
the ground, and afterwards acqiure a black colour. The sa^ 
of these trees is much sweeter to the taste than that which il 
obtained from trees which have net been previously wounded' 
and it affords more sugar. 

From twenty -three gallons and one quart of sap pvocuredm 
twenty hours from only two of these dark coloured titees, Ar-' 
thur Noble, Esq. of the state of New-York, obtained four 
pounds and thirteen ounces of good grained sugar. 

A tree of an ordinary size yields in a good season botO^ 
twenty to thirty gallons of sap, from which are made ftarO- 
five to six pounds of sugar. To this there are sometimes fe^ 
markable exceptions. Samuel Low, Esq. a Justice of PeaC^ 
in Montgomery county, in the state of Netr-York, informed^ 
Arthur Noble, Esq. that he had nuide twenty pounds and onep' 
ounce of sugar between the 14th and 23d of Aprii9;in tii#' 
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year 1789, from a single tree that had been tapped for seve- 
ral sviccessive years before. 

From the influence which culture has upon forest and other 
trees, it has been supposed, that by transplanting the Sugar 
Maple-Tree into a garden, or by destroying such other trees as 
shelter it from the rays of the Sim, the quantity of tjhe sap 
might be increased ; and its quality much improved. I have 
heard of one fact which favours this opi^on. A farmer in 
Northampton county, in the state of Pennsylvania, planted a 
number of these trees above twenty years ago in his meadow 
from three gallons of the sap of which he obtains every year a 
pound of sugar. It was remarked formerly that it required 
jftve or sia: gallons of the sap of the trees which grow in the 
woods, to produce the same quantity of sugar^ 

The sap distils from the wood of the tree. Trees which 
have been cut down in the winter for the support of the do- 
mestic animals of the new settlers, yield a considerable quan- 
tity of sap as soon as their trunks and limbs feel the rays of the 
Sun in the spring of the yesLt. 

It is in consequehce of the sap of these trees being eqiiaK 
ly diffused through every part of them, that they live three 
years after they are girdled^ that is, after a circular incision 
is made through the bark into the substance of the tree for the 
purpose of destroying it. 

It is remarkable that grass thrives better, under this tree 
in a meadow, than in situations exposed to the constant action 
of the Sun. 

Nn 
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The T ff|j*0»» - &ir taopia:^ die trees is in FebRsi?T'« Maich^ and 
A^rL accarrfinty to the weather which, occms i& these mooQife. 

• 

Wjrm days amffi^sty nights are most &v«icin!!ile to a |deil- 
tifhldEschar^ of aap.* Tbe qoozidcf obtained in a da j fitmi 
a tree, is from five ^alfaos-to a piaCr accordbig to the grea te r 
or less heat of the air. Str. Low, mfimicd Arthur Nol^ 
Esq. that he obcamed near three uaf twenty- gaDdns of sap la 
tfieAiT(ApriI 14, ir89.]froin Ac sin^ tree wMch wasbe- 
fiire inmfiinped. Soch instances of a profbsion of sap in angte 
t rees are howeTer not verj common. 

There is alwajs a suspen^on of the £scharge of sap in the, 
night if a frost succeed a warm day. The perfbradon in the 
tree is made with an axe or an auger. The btter is prefbr- 
ed from exparience of its acbantiges. Th« auger is introdu- 
ced about thrcc-<piarters of an. iachy and in an ascending di- 
rection (that the sap may not be froi;^ in a slow current in 
the mornings or evenings) and is afterwards depened gr^f 
dually to the extent of two inches. A spout is introduced 
about half an inch into the hole, made by this auger, and pro- 
jects from three to twebre inches from the tree. The spout 

* The influence of die weather in increasing and fess^s- 
iog tite discliarge of tlm sap from trees ia very remaikaUc* 

Dr. Tongue supposed, long ago, (Pfailose;rfiicaI- T)n:rfMc* 
tions, No. 68) that changes in ^e weather of every kind might 
be better ascertained by the discbai^^es of sap from trees 
than by weather glasses. I have seen a journal of the ef- 
fects of heat, cold, moisture, drought and thunder upon the 
discharges from die sugar trees, which disposes me to be- 
lieve there b some foundation for Dr. Tongue's opinion. 
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gcnenl nude of the Sumaclt (a.) or Elder, (b) whidi com- 
nonly grow in the neiglUiuuxhood of the sugar trees. The 
tree is first tapped on the Sout& Mde ; when the discharge of 
its sap begins to lessoi^ an opcaing is made on its M/ri/i side, 
Irom wKich an increased discharge takes place. The sap 
flows fivni four to £ix weeks, according to tbe temperature of 
the weather. Troughs large enough to contain three or four 
^JaDons made of vfbite pine, or white a^, or of dried water 
aspen, linden, poplar, (c) gr common maple, are placed 
mtler the spout, to receive the sap, wliich is carried ev«ry day 
to a large receiver, made of either of the trees before men- 
tioned. From this receiver it h convened, after being strain- 
ed, to the txiiler. 
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To pfesetve the sap from rain and impuTities of all kinds, 
it is a good practice to COTCr the tronghs "with a concave board, 
■with a hole in the middle of it. 
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yet to be determined whether some artificial 
may be applied so as to increase the ijuantity otid im- 
! the quality of the sap. Mr. Noble informed me, that 
w a tree, under whicb a farmer had acddently burnt 
some brush, which dropped a thick heavy syrup resembling 
molasses. This fact may probably lead lo something useful 
herea&«r. 



Doling the remaining part of Ibe spring months, a* tAto ih 
the Summer, and in the beginning of Autumn, the Mitple 
Tree yields a thin sap, bat not fit for the msuiufactory of su- 
gar. It affords a pleasant dtink in harvest, and has been tisad 

(a) Rhus, (b) Sambucus canadensis, (c) Liriodcndron Tnii- 
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instead of mm, in some instances by those fanners in Connecti- 
cut} whose ancestors hare left to them here, and there, a sugar 
maple tree, (probably to shade their cattle,) in all their fields. 
Mr. Bruce describes a drink,* of the same kind prepared by the 
inhabitants of Egypt, by infiinng the sugar cane in water, which 
*hc declares to be ** the most refreshing dtink in^the world.*** 

There are three methods of reducing the sap to sugar. 

'. ... 

1. By frcrzzng it; this method has been tried foi: many 
.years, by Mr. Obediah Scptt, a &rmer in Luzerne county in thi^ 
state, with great success. He says that one half of a given 
quantity of sap reduced in this way, is better than ope-third 
of the same quantity reduced by boiling. If the frost should 
not 'be intense enough, to reduce th^ sap to the graining 
pointf it may afterwards be .e^|M>sed to .th^. action of the fire 
for that purpose. 

■ 2. By s/iontaneous evafioration. The hollow stump of a 
maple-sugar tree, which. had been cut^o^vnin the spring, 
and which was found isometime afterwards filled with sugar, 
first suggested this method of obtaining sugar Xo our farmers. 
So many circumstances of cold and dry weather, large and 



* Baron La Hontan, gives the following account of the sap 
of the sugar maple-tree, when used as a diink, and of the 
manner of obtaining it. " The tree yields a sap which has a 
much plcasanter taste than the best lemonade or cherry wa- 
ter, and makes the wholesomest drink in the world. This 
liquor is drawn by cutting the tree two inches deep in the 
wood, the cut being made sloping to the length of ten or 
twelve inches ; at the lower end of this gash, a knife is thrust 
into the tree slopingly, so that the water runs along the cut or 
gash, as through a gutter and falls upon the knife, which has 
some vessels placed underneath to receive it. Some trees 
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fiat vessels, and above all so much time are necessary to ob- 
^n sugar, by either of the above methods, that the most gene* 
ral method among our farmers iis to obtain it, 

3. By botUng', For this purpose the following facts which 
have be6n ascertained by many experiments, deserve atteii- 
tion. 

1 . The sooner the sap is boiled, afteir it is collected from 
the tree, the better. It should never be kept longer than 
twenty four hours, before it is put over the fire. 

2. The larger the vessel in which the sap is boiled, the 
more sugar is obtained from it. 

■ ■■ ■ • ■ k • f ■ 
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3. A copper vesset affords a sugar of a fairer colour than 
an iron vessel. 

The sap flows into wooden troughs from which it is carried 
and poured into stone troughs or lai^e cisterns in the shape 
of a canoe orlai^e manger made of white ash, linden, bass 
wood, or white pine, from which it is conveyed to the kettle 
,in which it is to be boiled. These cisterns, as well as the 
kettle, are generally covered by a shed to defend the sap 



will yield five or six bottles of this water in a day, and some 
inhabitants of Canada might draw tWelity hogsheads of it in 
one day, if they would thus cut and notch all the maple trees 
, of their respeptiye plantations. The gash does no harm to the 
tree, Ofthjssap they make sug^r and syrup which is so 
valuable that there caA be no better remedy for fortifying the 
stomach . 'Tis but few of the inhabitants that have the patience 
to make them, for as common things are slighted, so thei^e 
are scarce any body, but children that give themselves the 
trouble of gashing these trees.** 



'i t ikkL 'He :-n. ni£ oiipr ^ .rnrnra^gd hf ^^^""^^^ the sm 
±rT;u"j * ^ lirtnigp*' ?r --air:- .^--riirr isexbre or w&er k is half 
imie^ Btircr. zazrr-.zrim ir ailcw ase added to tbe sap in 
xi TTCT^r^ la xniin^ icer. ami iDBey eggs or new 



silk ore TiiTrg Tim x m jeobt a rianfr k. I^haw seen 
sicar Affir oiaiie Ttcaour "lie •■*^nirTin of cttl^ of tfacBk 
A. ipcanmi if i^ack Ime. -±e -xtiioE of oae cggy and a ]■«» 
17 3e^-aiiik 3rc Tne Tmat pmpuriun a ofdieae articies wMch 
asB ^^"^'^** *iin '.iUBcn. ;p^*'"^'^ ot sp^ - In aonie esmples 
v'sacjx I iaa^e laGoeiy «en of nipii iiii^ir *-i*»SfiH vith each 
zf rile ibove iraciea* diaz^ in vmcii m2k aloBc vis isecL ^^y^ 
tf! ^-^.d'TC.r npcricritj zv^r tSxe cdiez^ in point of ccJour. 

The Stzg^ir after being' ^iflkifiuly bofledL is grauied and 
rjaed^sni i&erwzrds TTj/btrd^ or tuuvcited into loaf sugar. The 
mccbods of cgmhrrtaig esca of tibeae fvocessea is so nearly 
'jze same witfi these ^iiiuh xre osed in the Tnaniifartniy of 
V/etst-LicLi 3cq;ar. md ^e 5o ^oersJlT known, that I need 
.fx •nfrv: anT cbzie in descnfaiB&r them. 



[: LULs bees a ssaject rJ cnquirf whet h er the nu^e sugtf 
r:-r;ir z^A br ixapfT7v«i 'si its qoafixy and increased in ito 
r'2.jid:y by uie esstblshzcfn: of boihng housea in the sug^ 
t;u.~k crjcLZrv zo b's ccccisrrcd br oMtociaied lahpr. From the 
---i-crc-fl sit'-^rior of :be uees, the difficulty of carrying the 
•*:; fja i-^cir rLsiUDc*, aDT: fran the many expenses which 
rr.T-.t accrue iron si^sponing labourers and horses in the 
-K'yjcs in a seasor. 'if trte year in which nature afTonis lio sui- 
;t:;.rj,:,cc to msji or beast, I am disposed to believe, that 
^'«i: i vyr, prodiiCUVfT nwrhctU boih in quantity and profit, of ob- 
^itir^ii.^ thi% h'Vf^r wIU oe by the lafaonr of private femittes. 
I'or «: ^'eat uuml^r of years many hundred private families 
lit Nf: .-Voik aiifl P*:nnsTivania have suppfied themselves 
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plentifully with this sugar during the whole year. I have 
heard of many families who have made from two to four 
htmdred pounds in a year ; and of one ma» who sold six hun-* 
dred pounds, alf made with his own hands in one season.* 

Not mere kiiowliedge is nocessary for making this sugar 
than is rehired to make soapt cyder^ beer, sour-crout» 8cc. 
aftd yet oiie or all of these are made In most of the farm houses 
<^\k<e United Slates. The kettles and other utensils of 9l. 
btrntt^s kitehe»y witt serve most of the purposes^ of making 
SQgftr) and the time required for the kibor, (if it deserves that 
name) is at a season when it i» impossibte for the £M*mer to 
empley himself in any species of agriculture. His wifo and 
airhis children above ten yeai^ of age, nK>reover may assist 
Mm lA this business, for the profit of the weakest of them is 
nearly equal bo thaife <^a man, when hired for that purpose. 

A comparative view of this sugar has been frequently made 
mth the sugar which ia obtained from the West'kidn sugar 
cane, with respect t» its qw^ty, firiccy and the possible or 
prebable qtumtky that c»a be made of it in the United Stales, 
each of winch I shall consider in order. 



* The follQwing receipts published by William Cooper, 
Esq. in the Albany Gazette, fully establishes this fact. 

« Receiflred, Cooper's Town, April 30th, 1790, of William 
Cooper,, sixteen pounds, for six: hundred and forty pounds of 
sugar made with my own. hands^ without any assistance in less 
than four weeks, besides attending to the other business of 
my farm, as providing fire wood, taking care of the cattle, 
&c. John Nkholh. Witness R. Smiths. 

A single famUy, consisting of a man and his two sons, on 
the ma^ sugar landa between the. Delaware and Susque- 
hanmybimade UOQlb. of maple sugar in one season. 
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1. The quality of this sug^r is necessarily better than that 
which IS made in the West Indies. It is prepared in a sea- 
son when not a single insect exists to feed upon it, or to mix 
its excretions with it, and before a particle of dust or of the 
poUen of plants can float in the air. The same observation 
cannot be applied to the West India sugar. The insects and 
worms which prey upon it, and of coui'se mix with it, com" 
pose a pa^ in a nomenclature of natural history. I shall say 
nothing of the hands which are employed in making sugar 
in the West Indies, but, that men who work for the exclusire * 
benefit of others, are not under the same obliga.tion8 to keep 
their persons clean while they are employed in this work, that 
men women and children are, who work exclusiyely for the 
benefit of themselves^ and who have been educated in the hab- 
its of cleanliness. The superior purity of the maple sugar is 
farther proved by its leaving a less sediment, when dia-^ 
solved in water, than the West India sugar. 

It has been supposed tluit the maple sugar is inferior to 
to the West India sugar in strength. The experiments which 
led to this opinion, I suspect have been inaccurate, or have 
been made with maple sugar, prepared in a slovenly manner. 
I have examined equal quantiues, by weight, of both the 
grained and the loaf sugar, in hyson tea, and in coffee, made 
in every respect equal by the minutest circumstances that 
could effect the quality or taste of each of them, and could 
percieve no inferiority in the strength of the maple sugar. 
The liquors which decided this question were examined at 
the same time, by Alexander Hamilton, Esq. Secretary of 
the Treasury of the United States, Mr. Henry Drinker, and 
several Ladies, who all concurred in the above opinion. 

2. Whoever considers that the gift of the sugar maple trees 
is from a benevolent Providence, that we have many milUons 
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of acres in our country covered with them, that the tree is 
improved by repeated tappings, and that the sugar is obtain- 
ed by the frugal labpur of a farmer's family, and at the 
same time considers the labour of cultivating the sugar cane, 
the capitals sunk in sugar works, the first cost of slaves and 
cattle, the expenses of provisions for both of them, and in 
some instances the additional expence of conveying the sugar 
to a market, in all the West India islands, will not hesitate 
in believing that the maple sugar may be manu&ctured miuch 
cheaper, and sold at a less firice thaA that which is ^lade in 
the West Indies. 

3. The resources for making a sufEoient quantity of this 
sugar not only for the consumption of the United States, but 
for exportation, will appear from the following &cts. There 
are in the states of New-York and Pennsylvania alone at 
least ten millions of acres of land which produce the sugar 
xnaple-tree, in the proportion of thirty trees to one acre. 
Now, supponng all the persons capable of labour in a family 
to consist of three, and each person to attend 1 50 trees and 
each tree to yield 5lbs. of sugar in a season, the product of 
the labour of 60,000 £a.milies would be 135,000,000 pounds of 
sugar, and allowing the inhabitants of the United States to 
compose 600,000 families, each of which consumed 200 
pounds of sugar in a year, the whole consumption would be 
120,000,000 pounds in a year, which would leave a balance 
of 15,000,000 pounds for exportation. Valuing the sugar at 
6-90 of a dollar per pound, the sum saved to the United 
States would be 8,000,000 dollars by home consumption, and 
the sum gsdned by exportation would be, 1,000,000 dollars. 
The only part of this calculation that will appear improbable 
is, the number of families supposed to be employed in the 

O o 






'lie naitn..i_L:ui-7 ji iie i^i-rir. T:*:- -2ie iSruItr of addiitdiig 
-hU iupnositzon Vil -uljIi ▼hen "Vi rocsS&r, that dooMii 
-iiat .Timber n families irt ^m3lc7-»d every yea? . in xnB&iii^ 
:Tdcr. ±e muble. riaks ^nd -iXiSicss 'jf wMch arc aH uracil 



Bat 'he profit ^f '.-!c -naple tr^e h wst ttiafecrf to it!l sttgvr. 
It jfffcris i meat irrrseacle mx^tsaes- and ah e^celJent 
▼inegar. The sap ^hlch Is roitable for tiieae pwrposiK^ is 
■obtained anar ±o lap tt^VZi i3brd3 the segar bas cicased fb 
2o"w. -io tiui ".h.- mjarifingries of di^se diflfepc rt products df 
the maple tre**. bj ficci-^-fiiij, do not interfere with each 
other. Tbe mclajsea nixr be mi'ie to compose the ba^ of 
a pleasant aiiT-yner beer. The sap of the miiple is ttkOfeover 
enable of affording a spirit, but we hope thb |in£dbhs jotce 
will noTcr be prcstlruted 5^ our citizc'ns to this ignoble pill'- 
pose. Should the 'i5e of sugar in diet become more g^hl^fal 
in our countTT, it mav tend to lessen the inclination or aup- 
pcscd necessity for spirits, for I have observed a relish fl>r 
sugar in diet to be seldom accompanied by a tov^ for dthong 
drink. It Is the sugar which is mixed vrith tea Which makes 
it so generally disagreeable to drunkards. But a diet, con- 
sisting of a plentiful mixture of sugar has other advantagies 
to recommend it, which I shall briefly enumerate : 

1 . Sugar affords the greatest quantity of nourishment in 
a given quantity of matter of any substance in nature ; of 
course it may be preserved in less room in our houses, and 
and may be consumed in less time^ than more bu&y and 
and less nourishing aliment. It has this peculiar advantage 
over most kinds of aliment, that it is not liable to have its 
nutritious qualities affected by time or the weather ; hence it 
is preferred by the Indians in their excursions from home. 
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They mi;c a certain qi^tity of niaple sugar, with an equal 
quantity of Indian com, dried and powdered, in its milky 
state. T}us mixture is packed in little baskets, which are 
frequently wetted i{i travelting, without injuring the sugar. 
A few spoqi^ full of it piixed with half a pint of spring water, 
affQirltheim ajdeasant and strengthening meal. From the 
degrees of strength .and ^nourishment, which are conveyed 
jnto animal bodies by ^ small bulk of sugar, I cgncieve it 
nught be f^iyen to hprse^s with great adyapitage, when they 
ure .i\^ .^1 qircui^asta^ces .^yUch ii]^ake it.d^fiBcult or expen- 
dve to support fhem, yri^th more bulky or lye^hty aliment. 
A pound ofsi\gfir with gx^jass or bay, I have been told, has 
supported the strength ^nd s]urits of an hox;se, during a 
whole ^ay ;S l^ur in one of the iWe^t-Xndi^ Islands. A 
larger qjiantity ^v;en.^Ione, jhasi'ftttened ihorses and cattle, 
during'^e ivar.l^ore last in iiispaiuDlai for a jterjiod of several 
:mQUth^.in«diich.tj|;^,ex]i^^ and the ipapprta- 

:Uon pf,gi^, lYere ^cevenlieid by i^e .want of ?bips. . 

.^. The plentiful ^iise of s\Lgar in diet;, is one of the best 
.pjrpven^ye;3 ^at ,l^s ever been discoyco^ed of the diseases 
."^hiph .^a^re jpr^duced ,by worms. The Author of Nature 
^(^(vpfis to haye UDci^^ for this aliment in al] children, 

,as if it^w^re on nuipo^^tp defend them from. those diseases. 
I knowja^i^ptlemanjb Philadelphia, wh,o early .adopted this 
opinion, a^d who l^y ip^ulgipR a large family of children, in 
the use of sugar, .has preserved thepi all from t)ie diseases 
usually occasioned by worms. 

3. Sir John Piingle -has remarked, that, the plague has 
never been known in any country where sugar composes a 
material part of the diet of the inhabitants. I think it pro- 
bable, that the frequency of malignant fevers of all kinds has 
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been lessened by this diet, and that its more general use 
would defend that class of people, who are most subject to 
malignant fevers, from being so often affected by them. 



^ ■ ■ 

1^ 



4. In the numerous and frequent disorders of the breast, 
which occur in all countries, where the body is exposed to a 
variable temperature of weather, sugar affords the basis of 
many agreeable remedies. It is useful in weaknesses, and 
acrid defluxions upoh other parts of the body. Many 
facts might be adduced in favour of this asserdoh. I 
shall mention 'only one, which froin the venerable name of 
the person,' Wholse case furnished it, caniiot fail of command- 
ing attention and credit. Upon my enquiring of Dh Frank- 
lin, at the request of a friend, about a year t>efbre he died^ 
whether he had found any belief from the pcdn of the stone, 
from the Blackben^-Jam, of which \it took large quantitieSf 
he told "me that he had, but that he believed the medicinal 
part of the jam, resided wholly in the sugar^ and as a reason 
for thinking so, he added, that he often found the same relief, 
by taking about half a pint of a syrup, prepared by bdillng a 
little brovm sugar in water, Just before hie went to bed, that 
he did from a dose of opium. ' ' It has beeii supposed by sonie 
of the early physicians of bur country, that the sugaf obtained 
from the maple tree, is more medicinal, than that obtained 
from the West-India sugar cane, but this' opinion' I *beUevc 
is without foundation. It is preferrable in its qualities to the 
West-India sugar only fh)m its superior cleanliness. 

Cases may occur in which sugar may be required in 
medicine, or in diet, by persons who refuse to be benefited, 
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even indirectly by the labour of slavesi. In such cases, the 
innocent maple sugaf will always be preferred*. 

It has been said, that sugar injures the teeth, but this 
opinion now tias so few advocates, that it does not deserve a 
serious refutation. 

To transmit to future generations, all the advantages 
which have been enumerated from the maple tree, it will be 
necessary to protect it by law, or by a bounty upon the 
maple sugar, from being destroyed by the settlers in the 
maple country, or to transplant it from the woods, and cul- 
tivate it in the old and improved parts of the United States. 
An orchard consisting of 200 trees, planted upon a common 
farm would yield more than the same number of apple trees, 
at a distance from a market town. A full grown tree in the 
woods' yields five pounds of sugar a year. If a greater ex- 
posure of a tr^ to the action of the sun, has th^ same effects 
upon the maple, that it has upon other trees, a larger quan- 
tity ^f sugar might refasonably be expected from each tree 
planted in an orchard. Allowing it to be only seven pounds, 
then 90Q trees will yield 1400 pounds of sugar, and deduct- 
ing 200 from the quantity, for the consumption of the 
£aimily, there wUl remain for sale 1200 pounds which at 6-90 
of a dollar per pound will yield an annual profit to the farmer 



* Dr. Knowles, a physician of worthy character in London, 
had occasion to tecommiend a diet to a patient, of which sugar 
composed a material part. His patient refused to submit to 
his prescription, and gave as a reason for it, that he had 
witnessed so much of the oppression and cruelty which were 
exercised upon the slaves, who made the sugar, that he had 
made a vow never to taste the product of their misery as long 
aA he lived. - • 
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1*, ii said- that Vi* *»>*r!jr -7^«s whfm depnxed of the. shelter 
*r^i v; >po7t v.ev derlTt :V:;-.i ether fiwest trees, are liable to 
1/5 Movr* flown, cccisionelby their lowing in.a.xjch, s^id 
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of course, a loose soil. To obviate this, it will only be neces- 
^ry to cut off some of their branches, so as to alter its center 
of gravity^ and to allow the high winds to have an easy pas- 
sage through them. Orchards of sugar maple trees, which 
, grow v^th an original exposure of all their parts to the action 
of the sun, will not be liable to this inconvenience. 

In contemplating the present opening prospects in human 
affairs^ I am led to expect that « material share of the hap- 
piness, which Heaven seems to have prepared for a fiOtt of 

. mankuidv will be derived from the manu&ctory end general 
use of maple sugar, for the benefits which I flatter myself 
are to result itom it, will not be confined to our own country. 

.They wiU^ I hope, extend themselves to tiie interests of 
humanity ia the Wegt-^ImUes. With this view of the si&- 

.ject of this lettevi I cannot help contemplating a sugar 
maple tree with a species of afiectioa and even veneration, 
for I have persuaded my«el^ to behold in it the happy means 
of rendering the coKunerce and slavery of our African 
brethren, in the sugar Islands as unnecessary^ as it has 
always been inhuman and unjust. 

Froiii, dear Sir, your smcere friend, 

BENJAMIN RUSH. 
Mf lOlh, 1791. 
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An ACCOUXT OF THE LIFS AND DEATH OF EdWARD 
DbIXKEB, who died on the 17th of NOVEMBER) 

1782, IN THE IOSrd. tear of his age. 



EDWARD DRINKER was bom on the 24th. a^. 
December, 1680, in a small cabbin, near the present 
comer of Walnut and Second-streets, in the city of Philadel- 
phia. His parents came from a place called Beverly, in the 
state of Massachusetts. The banks of the Delaware, on which 
the city of Philadelphia now stands, were inhabited, at the 
time of his lurtb, by Indians, and a few Swedes and Hol- 
landers. He often talked to his companions of jnddng 
whortle berries and catching rabbits, on spots now the most 
improved and populous in the city. He recollected the 
second time William Penn came to Pennsylvania, and used 
to point to the place where the cabbin stood^ in which he, 
and his friends, that accompanied him, were accommodated 
upon their aiival. At twelve years of age, he went to Boston, 
where he served his apprenticeship to a cabinet maker. In 
the year 1745, he returned to Philadelphia, with his family, 
where he lived until the time of his death. He was four times 
married, and had eighteen children, all of whom were by his 
Rrst wife. At one time of his life, he sat down, at his own 
table, with fouiteen children. Not long before his death he 
heard of the birth of a grand-child, to one of his grand-chil- 
dren, the fifth in succession to himself. 

He retained all his faculties till the last year of his life. 
Itven his memory, so early and so generally diminished by 



AN ACCOUNT OP THE LIFE OF E« ORINlEKR. 389 

age was but little impaired. He not only remembered the 
incidents of his childhood and youth*, but the events of latter 
years ; and so faithful was his memory to him, that his son 
has inforn^ed tne he never heard him tell the same story 
twice, but to different persons, and in different companies. 
His eye-sight failed him, many years before his death, but 
his hearing was uniformly perfect and unimpaired. His ap- 
petite was good till within a few days before his death. He 
generally atie a hearty breakfast of a pint of tea or coffee, as 
8lx>n as he got out of his bed, with bread and butter in pro- 



* It is remarkable that the incidents of childhood and 
youth are seldom remembered or called forth until old age. 
I have sometimes been led, from this and other circumstan- 
ces, to suspect that nothing is ever lost that is lodged in the 
memory, however it may be buried for a time by a variety of 
causes. How often do we find the transactions of early life, 
which we had reason to suppose were lost from the mind for 
ever, revived in our memories by certain accidental sights or 
sounds, particularly by certain notes or. airs in music. I 
have known a young man speak French fluently when drunk, 
that could not put two sentences of that language togetlier, 
when sober. He had been taught it perfectly, when a boyj 
but had forgotten it from disuse. A French countess was 
nursed by a Welsh woman, from whom she learned to speak 
her language, which sjie soon forgot, after she had acquired 
the French, which was her mother tongue. In. the delirium 
of a fever, niany years afterwards, she was heard to mutter 
vrords which none of her family or attendants understood. 
An old Welsh woman came to see her, who soon perceived 
that the sounds which were so unintelligible to the family, 
were the Welsh language. When she recovered, she could 
not recollect a single? word of the language, she had spoken 
in her sickness. I can conceive great advantages may be 
derived from this retentive power in our memories, in the 
advancement of the mind towards perfection in knowledge 
(so essential to its happiness) in a future world. 

pp 
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portion. He ate Kkewise at eleven o'clock, and never failed 
to cat plentifullj- at dinner of th<^gro&sest soHd food. He 
drank tea, in the evening, but never ate any supper : he had 
lost all his teeth thirty years before his death. Which was oc- 
casioned, his son says, by drawing excessive hot smoke df 
tobacco into his mouth : but the want of suitable masticatioli 
of his food, did not prevent its speedy digestion, nor impair 
his health. Whether the gums, hardened by age, st^iplied. 
the place of his teeth in a certain deg^e, or whether the 
juices of the mouth and stomach became so much more acrid 
by time, as to perform the office of dissolving the food more 
speedily and more perfectly, I know not, but I have often 
observed, that old people are most disposed to excessive eat- 
ing, and that they suffer fewest inconveniences from it. He 
was inquisitive after news in th^ last years of his life. His 
edutation did not lead him to increase the stock of his ideas 
any other way. But it is a fact well worth attending to, that 
old age, instead of diminishing, always increases the desire 
of knowledge. It must afford some consolation to those who 
expect to be old, to discover, that the infirmities to which the 
decays of nature expose the human body, are rendered more 
tolerable by the enjoyments that are to be derived from the 
appetite for sensual and intellectual food. 

He was remarkably sober and temperate. Neither hard 
labour, nor company, nor the usual afHictions of human life, 
nor the wastes of nature, ever led him to an improper or ex-« 
ccssivc use of strong drink. For the last twenty-five years 
of his life, he drank twice every day of toddy, made with two 
table spoonfuls of spirit, in half^a pint of water. His son, a 
man of fifty -nine years of age, told me that he had never 
seen him intoxicated. The time and manner in which he 
used spiritous liquors, I believe, contributed to lighten tlie 
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weight of his yeart, and probably to prolong his Ufe. ^< Give 
wine to him that ig of a heavy heart, and strong drink to him 
that is ready to perish with age, as well as with sickness. 
Let him drink and forget his sorrow^ and remember his 
misery no more.'* 

He enjoyed m uncommon share of health, insomuch that 
in the course of his long life he never was con&ped more than 
diroe'days to his bed* He pften declared that he had no ideiT 
of that xaost distressing pidn called the head ache. His sleep 
was interrupted a Httle in the last years of his life with a 
defiuxion on hia breast» which produced what is commonly 
called the old man's cough. 

The character of this aged citizen wus not summed up in 
bis negative quality of temperance : he was a man of the 
XX)ost amiable temper : old age had not curdled his blood ; he 
was uniformly cheerful mi kiud to eyery body ; his religious 
principles were as steady aa his morals vere pure. He 
attended public worsUp about thirty years in the Rev. Dr. 
Sproat's church, and died in a full assurance of a happy immor" 
tality. The life of this man is marked with several circum- 
stances, which perhaps have seldom occurred in the life of an 
individual events. He saw and heard more of those events 
which are measured by time, than have ever been seen or 
heard by any name since the agfe of the patriarchs ; he saw 
the same spot of earth, which at one period of his life, was 
covered with wood and bushes, and the receptacle of beasts 
and birds of prey, afterwards become the seat of a city not 
only the first in wealth and arts in the new, but rivalling in 
both, many of the first cities in the old world. He saw regu- 
lar streets where he once pursued a hare : he saw churches 
rising upon morasses, where he had often heard the croak- 
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ing of frogs ; he saw wharfs and ware-houses, where be Lad 
often seen Indian savages draw fish from the rivpr for thpir 
dailv subsistence ; and he saw ships of every size and use in 
in those streams, where he had often seen nothing but Incjian 
canoes ; he saw a stately edifice filled with legislators, astor 
nishing the world with their wisdom and virtue, on the same 
spot, probably, where he had seen an Indian council fire r he 
saw the first treaty ratified between the newly confederated 
powers of America and the ancient monarchy of France, with 
I all the formalties of parchment and seals, on the same spot, 

probably, where he once saw William Penn ratify his fint 
and last treaty with the Indians, without the formality of peO} 
ink or paper ; he saw all the intermediate stages through 
which a people pass, from the most simple to the highest 
degrees of civilization. He saw the beginning and end of the 
empire of Great-Britain, in Pennsylvania. He had been the 
subject of seven successive crowned heads, and afterwards be- 
came a willing * citizen of a republic ; for he embraced the 
liberties and independence of America in his withered arms, 
and triumphed in the last years of his life in the saiyation of 
his country. 



Remarkable circumstances in the constitution and 
LIFE OF Ann Woods, an old woman of 96 years of 

AGE. 



IN the summer of the year 17a8, while I was engaged 
in collecting the facts upon the subject of old age, which 
I have since published,* a poor woman came to my house to 
beg for cold* victuals. Perceiving by her countenance, and 
the stoop in her walk, that she was very old, I requested her 
to sit down by me, wliile I recorded the following information, 
which I received from her, and which was confirmed to me a 
few days afterwards, by one of her daughters with whom she 
lived. Her name was Ann Woods. Her age at that time 
was 96. She was bom in Herefordshire, in England, and 
came to this city when she was but ten years old, where she 
had lived ever since. She had been twice married. By her 
first husband, William Dickson, she had nine children, four 
of whom were then living. By her second husband, Joseph 
Woods, whom she married after she was sixty years old, she 
had one child, bom within ten months after her marru^e. 
There were intervals of two and nearly three years between 
each of her children. Three died soon after weaning them 
at the usual age in which children are taken from the breast. 
This led her to suckle her other children during the whole 
time of her pregnancy, and in several instances, she suckled 
two of them, bom in succession to each other, at the same 

* Medical Enquiries and Observations, vol. 2. 
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time. (Jnc of her children by her first husband« sucked until 
it was five years old. Her menses appeared between her 
nineteenth and twentieth years and coutniQed without any in* 
tcrmission, except during her pregnancy and eleven months 
after the birth of each of her children, until she was eighty 
years of age. At the time I saw her, she heard tolerably well, 
but her sight was lost in one eye, and was weak in the other. 

She lost all her teeth when she was between fifty and sixty 

, f 

years of age. Her hair became grey when she was between 
forty and fifty. Her sleep was not sound, owing to her bafing 
been afflicted with the 'Rheumatism, a disease which was 
brought on her by the alternate heat and cold to which she 
had exposed herself, by following the business of a washer 
woman for many years. She had had ssveral attacks of the 
Intermitting Fever and of the Pleurisy, in the course of her 
life, and was much afflicted with the Head-Ache, after her 
menses ceased. She had been frequently bled while afflicted 
with the above diseases. Her diet was simple, con^sting 
chiefly of weak tea, milk, cheese, butter and vegetables* 
Meat of all kinds, except veal, disagreed ynth her stomach. 
She found great benefit from frequently changing ber aliment. 
Her drinks were water, cyder and water, molasses and vine- 
gar in water. She had never used spirits. Her memory 
was but little impaired. She was cheerful and thankful that 
her condition in life was happier than himdreds of other old 
people. 

From the history of this old woman's constitution and man* 
nor of life, the following observations will naturally occur to 
tlie reader. 

! . That there is a great latitude in the time in which the 
menses cease. It is more common for them in their excen- 
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tricities, to disappear at the usukl time, and to return in ex- 
treme old age. In the year 1795, I saw a case of this kind 
in a woman of seventy years of age in the Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital. 

2. There is a great latitude in the time in which women 
bear diildren. Many children are bom between fifty and 
sixty, but very few I believe beyond sixty. 

S. It appears from the history that has been given, that 
acute and chronic diseases if opposed by temperance and suit- 
able remedies, do not necessarily shorten the duration of 
human life. 

4. That child4>earing, and suckling children, do not ma- 
terially affect health, or longevity, where their effects are 
opposed by tem'perance and moderate labour. 

5. That the evils of life are seldom so numerous, as not to 
leave room for thankfulness for an exemption from a great 
deal of misery. This poor woman did not complain of her 
weakness, pains or poverty. Oji the contrary, she appeared 
thanful under all the afflictions of her life. While the indo- 
lent are commanded by the wise man to go to the ant to learn 
industry, those persons who abound with all the external 
means of happiness, and at the same time complain of the 
moral government of our world, may be invited to sit down 
by the side of Ann Woods, and learn frbm the estaraple of 
her gratitude to heaven, for a single drop of divine goodness, 
to render unceasing thanks for the ocean of blessings they 
derive from the same source. 



Biographical anecdotes of Benjamin Lay. 



THERE was a time when the name of diis celebrated 
Christian Philosopher, was familiar to every man, 
woman and to nearly every child, in Pennsylvania.— •His size, 
which was not much above four feet, his dress, which vnA 
always the same, consisting of light coloured plain clothes, a 
white hat, and half-boots ;— ^his milk-white beard, w)iich hung 
upon his breast ; and, above all, his peculiar principles and 
conduct, rendered him to many, an object of admiration, dnd 
to all, the subject of conversation.— 

He was bom in England, and spent the early part of his 
life at sea. His first settlement was in Barbadoes, as a mer- 
chant, where he was soon convinced of the iniquity of the 
slave trade. He bore an open testimony against it, in all 
companies, by which means he rendered himself so unpo- 
pular, that he left the island in disgust, and settled in the 
then province of Pennsylvania. He fixed his home at Abing- 
ton, ten miles from Philadelphia, from whence he made fre- 
quent excursions to the city, and to different parts of the 
country.—. 

At the time of his arrival in Pennsylvania, he found many 
of his brethren, the people called Quakers, had fallen so far 
from their original principles, as to keep negro slaves. He 
remonstrated with them, both publickly and privately, against 
the practice; but frequently with so much indiscreet zeal, as 
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to give great offence. He often disturbed their public meet- 
^gs, by interrupting or opposing their preachers, for which 
he was once carried out of a meeting-house, by two or three 
friends.'— «Upon this occasion he submitted with patience to 
what he considered a species of persecution.— ^He lay down 
Ht the door of the meeting-house, in a shower of rain, till 
divine worship was ended ; nor could he be prevailed upon to 
rise, till the whole congregation had stepped over him in their 
way to their respective homes.— ^ 

To shew his indignation against the practice of slave- 
keeping, he once carried a bladder filled with blood into a 
meeting ; and, in the presence of the whole congregation, 
thrust a sword, which he had concealed under his coat, 
into the bladder, exclaiming, at the same time, ^^ Thus shall 
God shed the blood of those persons who enslave their fellow 
creatures.** The terror of this extravagant and unexpected 
act, produced swoonings in several of the women of the con- 
gregation.*—* 

He once went into the house of a friend in Philadelphia, 
and found him seated at breakfast, with his family around 
him. Being asked by him to sit down and breakfast with 
them, he said, <^ Dost thou keep slaves in thy house ?" Upon 
being answered in the affirmative, he said, <^ Then I will not 
partake with thee, of the fruits of thy imrighteousness." 

He took great pains to convince a farmer and his wife, in 
Chester county, of the iniquity of keeping negro slaves^ but 
to no purpose. They not only kept their slaves, but defended 
the practice. One day he went into their house, and after a 
short discourse with them upon the wickedness, and particu- 
larly the inhumanity of seperating children from their parents, 
which was involved in the slave trade, he seized the only 

Qq 
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child of the fiinuly, (a little girl about three years old) and 
pretended to run away with her.— The child cried bitterly, 
^ I will be goody— «I will be good»" and the parents shewed 
signs of being alarmed. Upon observing this scene, Mr. 
Lay said) very emphatically r—" You secy zxAfsel now, a little 
of the distress you occasion every day> by the inhuman pracr 
lice of slave-keeping." 

This singular philosopher did not limit bis pious testimony 
against vice, to slave-keeping alone. He was opposed to 
every species of extravagance. Upon the introduction of tea, 
as an article of diet, into Pennsylvania, his wife bought a 
small quantity of it, vnth a sett of cups and saucers, and 
brought them home vnth her. Mr. Lay took them £rom 
her, brought them back again to the city, and from the bal- 
cony of the court-house scattered the tea, and broke the cups 
aiid saucers, in the presence of many hundred spectators, 
delivering, at the same time, a striking lecture upon^the 
folly of preferring that foreign herb, with its expensive appur- 
tenances, to the simple and wholesome diet of our country. 

He possessed a good deal of wit, and was quick at repartee. 
A citizen of Philadelphia,' who knew his peculiarities, once 
met him in a croud, at a funeral, in Germantown. Being 
desirous of entering into a conversation with him that should 
divert the company, the citizen accosted him, with the most 
respectful ceremony, and declared himself to be " his most 
humble servant." , " Art thou my servant.*' said Mr. Lay, 
— ^* Ye^— I am" said the citizen. " Then, said Mr. Lay, 
(holding up his foot towards him,) clean this shoe.'*— .This 
unexpected reply turned the laugh upon the citizen. Beings 
desirous of recovering himself in the opinion of the company, 
he asked him to instruct him in the way to heaven. " Dost 
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thou indeed wish to be taught,'* said Mr. Lay. ** I do,'* 
said the citizen. " Then," said Mr. Lay, " Do justice-^ 
love mercy, and walk humbly with thy God.'* 

He wrote a small treaUse upon negro-slavery, which he 
brought to Dr. FraniJin to be printed. Upon looking over 
it, the Doctor told him that it was not paged, and that there 
appeared to be no order or arrangement in it. << It is no 
matter said Mr. Lay-Sprint any part thou pleasest fii^t.**— < 
This book contained many pious sentiments, and strong ex- 
pressions against negro slavery ; but even the address and 
skill of Dr. Franklin were not sufficient to connect its dif- 
ferent parts together, so as to render it an agreeable or use- 
ful work. This book is in the library of the city of Phila* 
delphia. 

Mr. Lay was extremely attentive to young people. He 
took great pleasure in visiting schools, where he often 
prei^hed to the Jrouth. He frequently carried a basket of 
religious books wi^ faim, and distributed them as prizes, 
among the scholars. 

He was fond of reading. In the print of him, which is to ' 
be seen in many bouses in Philadelphia, he is represented 
with ^' Tryon on Happiness**, in his hand, a book which he 
valued very much, and which he frequently carried with him 
in his excursions from home. 

He was kind and charitable to the poor, but had no com* 
passion for beggars. He used to say, <^ there was no man 
or woman, who was able to go abroad to beg, that was not 
able to earn four fience a day, and this sum, he said, was*" 
enough to keep any person above want, or dependence, in 
this country.'* 
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His humanity vfdis as ingenious as it was extensive^ and 
embraced the 8ufirerings"^which arise from even the common 
inccMiveniences of life. One, among many instances that 
might be mentioned of this species of humanity, was his ad- 
viung the £uiners who lived near to public roads to plant 
fruit trees along them, in order ^< to protect the weary travel- 
ler by their shade, and to refresh hlia with their fr^ts." 

He was a severe enemy to idleness, insomuch that when 
he could not. emj^oy himself out of doors,, or when he was 
tired of reading, he uaed to spend his time in spinning. His 
common sitting room was- hung wkh skains of thread, spun 
entirely by himself. . All his clothes were of his own manu- 
factory. 

He was extremely temperate in his diet, living cluefly 

upon vegetables^— «Tumips boiled, and afterwards roasted^ 

were his &vourite dinner. His drink was pure watier. From 

.a desire of imitating our Saviour, in every thing, he once 

attempted to fast for forty days. Tlus experiment, it is said 

had nearly cost him his life. He was obliged to desist from 

it, long before the forty days were expired ; but the fasting, 

it was said, so much debilitated his -body, as to accelerate his 

death. . He lived above eighty years, and died in his own 

house in, Abiogton, about thirty years ago. 

. : • . ■ •- ' 

In reviewing the history of this extraordinary man, we 

cannot help absolving him of his weaknesses, when we con- 
template his many active virtues. He was the pioneer of 
that war, which has ^ce been carried on, so successfully, 
against the commerce and slavery of the negroes.^— Perhaps 
the turbulence aiid severity of his temper were necessary to 
rpus^ the torpor of the human mind, at the period in which 
he lived, to this interesting subject. The meekness and 
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gentleness of Anthony Benezet) who compleated what Mr. 
Lay began would probably have been as insufficient for the 
work performed by Mr. Lay, as the humble piety of De 
Renty, or of Thomas A. Kempis, would have been to accom- 
plish the works of the zealous Luther, or the intrepid Knox 
in the sixteenth century. 

The success of Mr. Lay, in sowing the seeds of a principfe 
which \Ad& fair to produce a revolution in morals^-4Commerce 
— «and government, in the new and in the old world, should 
teach the benefactors of mankind not to despair, if they do 
not see the fruits of their benevoknt propositions, or under* 
takings, during their lives^-^o one seed of truth or virtue 
ever perishedtp— Wherever it may be sowed, or even scat- 
tered, it will preserve and cany with it the principle of life.-^ 
Some of these seeds produce their fruits in a short time, but 
the most valuable of them, like the venerable oak— <are cen- 
turies in growing ; but they are unlike the pride of the forests, 
as well as all other vegetable productions, in being incapablo 
(^a decay; 

They exist and bloom for ever. 
February lOth. 1790. 
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ed tcmputions to a woridlj qnity he left lus masler^ and 
bouad himself as an appna6ct to a cooper. Fin^g this 
bosiness too labocioiis for his constitotioDy he deelined it, 
and devoted himself to school-keepiiig ; in which vseiul em*, 
ployment, be condnoed during the greatest part of hb life* 

He possessed uncommoii nctiyitj and industry m^ every 
thing he undertook. He ^ad every thing as if the words of 
his Saviour 'Were perpetoaDy sounding in his earS) ^ wist ye 
not, that I must be about my Father's business V* 

He used to say, ^ .the highest act of charity in the world 
was to bear with the unreoMonabUne— of mankind." 

He generally wore phish clothes, and gave as a reason for 
it, that after he bad worn them for two or three years, they 
marie comfortable and decent garments for the poor. 

He once informed a young friend, that his memory began 
to fail him ; " but this," said he, " gives me one great ad- 
^* vantage over thee— *for thou canst find entertainment in 
^ reading a good book only once— 4}ut I enjoy that pleasure 
** as often as I read it ; for it is always new to me." 

lie published several valuable tracts in favor of the emand^ •. 
pation of the blacks, and of the civilizing and christianidng 
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the Indians. He also published a pamphlet agdnst the use 
of ardent spirits. All these publications were circulated with 
great industry^ and at his own expense, throughout every 
part of the United States. . 

He wrote letters to the queen of Great-Britain, and to the 
queen of Portugal to use their influence with their respective 
courts to abolish the African trade. He accompanied his let- 
ter to the queen of Great-Britain with a present of his works. 
The queen received them with great politeness, and said after 
reading them, ^ that the author appeared to be a very good 
« man." 



He also wrote a letter to the king of Prussia, in which he 
endeavoured to convince him of the unlawfulness of war. 

During the time the British army was in possession of the 
city of Philadelphia, he was indefatigable in his endeavours 
to render the situation of the persons who suffered from capti- 
vity as easy as possible. He knew no fear in the presence of 
his fellow men, however dignified they were by titles or sta- 
tion, and such were the propriety and gentleness of his man- 
ners in his intercourse with the gentlemen who commanded 
the British and German troops, that when he could not ob- 
tain the objects of his requests, he never failed to secure therfj>^^ ■ j^ 
civilities, and frequently their esteem. W5v!^^ "f^* 

So great was his sympathy with every thing that was capa-^^ " 
ble of feeling pain, that he resolved towards, the close of his 
life, to eat no animal food. Upon coming into his brother's 
house one day, when his family was dhiing upon 'poultry, ^ 
he was asked by his brother's wife, to sit down and dine with 
them. " What !" (said he,) " would you have eat my neigh- 
" hours-?*' 
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This misapplication of a moral feeling, was supposed to 
have brought on such a debility in his stomach and bowels^ 
as produced a d^ase in those parts of which he Bnally died. 

Few men, since days of the apostles, ever lived a more 
disinterested life. And yet, upon his death bed, he said, he 
wished to live a little longer, that <^ he might bring down 

« SELF." 

The last time he ever walked across his room^ was to take 
frcmi his desk six dollars, which he gave to a poor widow 
whom he had long assisted to maintain. 

' He bequeathed after the death of his widow, a house and 
lot in which consisted his whole estate, to the support of a 
school for the education of negro children, which he had 
founded and taught for several years before his death. 

He died in May 1784, in the 71st. year of his age. 

His funeral was attended by persons of all religious denomi- 
nations, and by many hundred black people. 

4 

Colonel J n , who had served in the American army, 
during the late war, in returning from the funeral, pro- 
nounced an eulogium upon him. It consisted only of the 
following words : " I would rather,"^ said he, " be Anthony 
5* Benezet in that coffin, than Gedrge Washington with all 
* his fame." 

July 15, 1788. 
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PARADISE OF N£GRO-3LAy£S.*-^A DREAM. 



SOON siitet reading Mr. Clarkson^s ingenious and 
pathetic essay on the slavery and commerce of the 
human species, the subject made so deep an impression upon 
my mind, that it followed me in my sleep, and produced a 
dream of so extraordinary a nature, that I have yielded to 
the importunities of some of my friends, by communicating 
it to the public, I thought I vjras conducted to a country, 
which in point of cultivation and scenery, far surpassed any 
thing I had ever heard, or read of in my life. This country, 
I found, was inhabited only by negroes. They appeared 
cheerful and happy. Upon my approaching a beautiful 
grove, where a number of them were asse^nbled for reli- 
gious purposes, I pelx:eived at once a pause in their exer- 
cises> and ah appearance of general perturbation. They 
fixed their eyes upon me— while one of them, a venerable 
looldng man, came forward, and in the name of the whole 
assembly, addressed me in the followmg language : 

" Excuse the panic which you have spread through this 
" peaceful and happy company : we perceive that you are a 
" white Tnaw.— ^That colour which is the emblem of innocence 
" in every other creature of God, is to us a sign of guilt in 
" man. The persons whom you see here, were once drag- 
** gcd by the men of your colour from their native country, 
*^ and consigned by tliem to labour— .punishment— «aHd death. 

Rr 
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44 «-,\Ve are here collected together, and enjoy ah ample 
<* compensation in our present employments for all the mise- 
« lies we endured on earths We know that we are secured 
" by the Being whom we worship, from injury and oppres- 
" sion. Our appearance of terror, therefore, was entirely 
" the sudden effect of habits which have not yet been eradi- 
" cated from our minds." 

" Your appi^ehensions of danger from the siglit of ti #hite 
" man,*' said I, " are natural. But in me— .you behold a 
« friend. I have been your advocate— -and.'*-^— -Here, he 
interrupted me, and said, " Is not your nam 6- ?** I ah* 
swered in the affirmative. Upon this he ran up and embraced 
me in his arms, and afterwards conducted me into the midst 
of the assembly, whcre^ after being introduccll to the prin- 
cipal characters, I was seated upon a bank of moss ; and the 
following account was delivered to me by the venerable per- 
son who first accosted me. 



" The place we now occupy, is called the fiaraetise qfnegr\ 
" slarveft. It it destined to be our place of residence 'till th 
" general judgement ; after which time, we expect to 
** admitted into higher and more perfect degrees of happiness ^ 
** Here we derive great pleasure from contemplating the infi — 
" nite goodness of God, in allotting to us our full proportion 
" of misery on earth ; by which means we have escaped the 
" punishments, to which the free and happy part of mankind 
" too often expose themselves after death. Here we have 
*' learned to thank God, for all the afflictions our task-mas- 
" ters heaped on us ; inasmuch^ as they were the means of 
" our present happiness. Pain and distress are the unavoid- 
" able portions of alf mankind. They are the only possible ave- 
*• nues that can conduct them to peace and felicity. Happy are 
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" they, who partake of their proportion of both upon the 
" earth.*^ Here he ended.*-^ 

After a silence of a few minutes, a young man, who bore 
on his head the mark of a wound, cume up to me and asked 
" If I knew any thing of Mr. — —»> of the Island of——" I 
told him " I did not."—*" Mr.——," said he, " was my 
^^ master. One day, I mistook his orders, and saddled hi$ 
" mare instead of his horse, which provoked him so much, 
^ that he took up an axe which laid in his yard, and with a 
^ stroke on my head dismissed me from life. 

^^ I long to hear, whether he has repented of this unkind 
^^ action. Do, sir, write to him, and tell him, his sin is not 
^ too great to be forgiven, tell him, his once miserable slave, 
^ Scipio, is not angry at himr*ihe longs to bear his prayers 
^ to the offended majesty of heaven^— and— when he die^— 
^^ Scipio will apply tx> be one of the convoy, that shall conduct 
^ his spirit to the regions of bliss appointed for those who 
^ repentof their iniquities.'' 

Before I could reply to this speech, an old man came and 
sat down by my ude. His wool wa^ i^hite ai^snow. With 
a low, but gentle vc^ce, he thus addressed me. 

" Sir, I was the slave of Mr.——, in the Island o f 
^< I served him &ithfully upwards of >4UEly years. No xiting 
^ sun ever caught me in my cabin— -4io setting sun ever saw 
'^ me out of the sugar field, except on Sundays and holydays. 
^ My whole subsistence never cost my master more than 
^ forty shillings a year. Herrings and roots were my only 
^< food. One day, in the eightieth year of my age, the over- 
/ ^ seer saw me stop to rest myself against the side of a tree, 
^ where I was at work. He came up to me, and beat me, 
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" 'till he could endure the fatigue and heat occasioned by the 
« blows he gave me, no longer. Nor was this all— -he com- 
" plained of me to my master, who instantly set me Up at 
" public vendue, and sold me for two guineas to a tavern- 
" keeper, in a distant parish. The distress I felt, in leaving 
« my children, and grand-children(28 of whom I left on my 
<* old master's plantation) soon put an end to my existence, 
<< apd landed me upon tliese happy shores. I Mve now no 

• • • 

*' wish to gratify but one — and that is to be permitted to visit 
" my old master's family. I long to tell my master, that 
" his wealth cannot make him happy.— ^That the sufferings 
>' of a single hour in the world of misery, for whiph he is 
<^ preparing himself, will overbalance all the pleasures he 
" ever enjoyed in his life — and that for every act of imneces- 
^^ sary severity he inflicts upon his slaves, he shall suffer ten^ 
" fold in the world to come." . . 

■ 

He had hiirdly finished his talc, when a decent looking 
woman came forward, and addressed me in the following 
language.— -Sir, 



^' I was once the slave of Mr. m » , in the state of • 



" From the healthiness of my constitution, I ^as called upon 
" to suckle my Master's eldest son. To enable me to per- 
** form this office more effectually, my own child was taken 
" from my breast, and soon afterwards died. My affections 
*^ in the first emotions of my grief, fastened themselves upon 
" my infant master; He thrived under my care and grew 
" up a handsome young man. Upon the death of his father, 
" I became his property. — Soon after this event, he lost;^.100 
*' at cards. To raise this money I was sold to a planter in a 
*• neighbouring state. I can never forget the anguish, with 
«' which my aged father and mother followed me to the ernj 
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^ of the lane, when I left my master's house, 2U\d hung upon 
<* me, when they bid me farewell." 

" My new master obliged me to work in the field ; the 
*^ consequence of which was, I caught a fever which in a tew 
*^ weeks endecji my lif(?. Say, my friend, is my first young 
<^ master still alive ? — -«If he is-r^o to him, and tell him, his 
" unkind lehaviour to me is upon record against him. The 
" gentle spirits in heaven, whose happiness consists in ex- 
" pressions of gratitude and love, will have no fellowship 
" with him. His soul must be melted with pity, or he can 
" never c^scape the punishment which awaits the hard-heartedf 
** equally with the impenitent, in the regions of misery." 

As soon as she had finished her story, a middle aged wo- 
Xnan approached me, and after a low and respectful curtsey, 
thus addrjessed m(&. 

^< Sir I was bom and educated in a christian family in one 
<< of the southern states of America. In the thirty-thin) 
^^ year of my age, I applied to my master to purchase my 
<« freedom. Instead of granting my request, he conveyed 
<^ me by force on board of a vessel and sold me to a planter 
<* in the island of Hispaniola. Here it pleased God. " - i 
Upon pronouncing these words, she paused, and a general 
silence ensued.^— *A1I at once, the eyes of the whole assembly 
were turned, from me, and directed towards a little • white ^ 
man who advanced toward^ them, on the opposite side of the 
grove, in which we were seated. His face was grave, placid, 
and full of benignity. In one hand he carried a subscription 
paper and a petition-^4n the other, he carried a small pam- 
phlet, on the unlawfulness of the Afncan slave-trade, and a 
letter directed to the King gf Prussia, upon the unlawfulness 
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of war. While I was employed in contemplating tlus veiict 
rable figure— suddenly I beheld the whole assembly ruiuung 
to meet him— ^c air resounded with the clapping of hands— 
and I awoke from my dream, by the noise of a general accla- 
mation of^ 

ANTHONY BENEZETJ 
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AN INQUIRY INTO THE CAUSES OF PREMATURE DEATHS. 



THE frequency of death in infancy, childhood, and 
middle life, and the immense disproportion between 
the number who die in those periods, and ofihose ^ho die in 
old age, have often been urged as arguments against the wis- 
dom and goodness of the divine government. The design of 
this inquiry is to shew that, in the present state of the world 
those supposed evils, or defects, are blessings in disguise, 
and a part of a wise and extensive system of goodness to the 
children of men. 

The reasons for this opinion are : 

1. Did all the people who are bom, live to be seventy or 
eighty years of age, the population of the globe would spon 
HO far surpass its present cultivation, that millions would 
perish yearly from the want of food. 
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S. Did all the men and Women who come into the world, 
live to be old^ how miserable would be the condidon of most 
of them) from weakness, sickness, and pain I Unable to as- 
sist each other, and neglected or deserted by their children, 
or friends, they would perish from want, or perhaps putrify 
above ground. This view of the consequences of universal 
longevity is not an exaggerated one. A tribe of northern 
Indians, Mr. Heames says, always leave their parents, when 
they become old and helpless, to die alone with hunger. 
They meet death, he adds, with resignation, from an idea of 
its necessity, and from the recollection of their having treat- 
ed their pai'ents in the same manner. In support of the re- 
mark, imder this head, let us recollect how many old people 
in humble life, are maintained by the public, and how few 
parents in genteel life, after they have exhausted their libe- 
rality upon their children, receive from them a due propor- 
tion of gratitude or respect. 

3. In the present depraved state of human nature, how 
great would be the mass of vice in the world, if old age were 
universal ? If avarice in an individual strikes a whole city witli 
surprise and horror, how great would be the mass of this 
vice in a city that contained 30 or 40,000 old people, all equal- 
ly absorbed in the love of money ? Again, what would be the 
extent and degi*ees of ambition, malice and cruelty, nurtured 
and cherished for 70 or 80 years in tlie same number of hu- 
man beings ? But, to do justice to this part of our subject, 
let us view the effects of universal longevity upon another and 
greater scale. Suppose Alexander, Caesar, Nero, Caligula, 
and many others of the conquerors and tyrants of the ancient 
world, had lived to be old men with the ambition and love of 
power that have been ascribed to them, growing with their 
years, how much more accumulated would have been their 



12 INQUIRY INTO THE CAUSES OF 



I 



Climes, and how much more distressing would have been the? 
history of the nations which were conquered and enslaved by 
them ! The same Alexander, who at thirty years of age, only- 
demanded divine homage from his captives, would probably 
at seventy have exacted human saciifices to satisfy his assum- 
ed divimty ; and the same Nero, who, when a young man, 
only fiddled at the sight of the houses of Rome in a blaze, 
had he lived to be old, would probably have danced at the 
bight of all the inhabitants of that city perishing in its general 
conflagration. But I will not rely upon mere suppoddon, to 
evince the pernicious influence which universal longevity has 
tipon morals. The inhabitants of the antediluvian world ex- 
habited a memorable instance of it. Their wickedness is cha- 
racterized by the sacred historian in the following words. 
*' And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
eairth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil, continually. The earth also was coiTupt be- 
fore God: and the eaith was filled with violenoe." Gen. vi. 
6 8c 1 1 . The extent of the wickedness among the antedilu- 
vians may easily be conceived from the two following circum- 
dtanceSk 

1. The small number of those persons who escaped 
the general depravity of morals which had overspread the 
world, being eight only ; and that at a time when the world was 
probably more populous than it has ever been since. 

2. The abortive issue of the means that God employed to* 
reform tliem. Noah preached to them several hundred years, 
and probably during that long period, travelled over a great 
portion of the world, and yet not a single person was converted, 
or saved from destruction by his ministry, except the mem- 
bers of his own familv. 



^H^MATURE DEATHS. 313 

It '^as from a review of this wickedness, by the Supreme 
Being, that life was shortened, as if in mercy to present a 
si similar accumulation of it in any future age of the world. 
^ And the Lord said, my breath shall not always remain in 
these men because they are flesh, yet shall their days be one 
hundred and twenty years.*** For the same reason they were 
afterwards reduced to seventy, or a few more years, as Is 
obvious from the 10th verse of the 90th Psalm. 

4. The niass of vice is n6t only lessened by the small pro-* 
portion of the human race who live to be old, but the mass 
of virtue is thereby greatly increased. The death of persons 
Who have filled up the measure of their days, and who descend 
to the grave in a good old age, seldom excites a serious re- 
flection ; but every death that occurs in early or middle life, 
has a tendency to damp the ardor of worldly pur^fhs, to 
weaken the influence of some sinful pas^on, and to produce 
some degrees of reverence for that religion which opens pros- 
pects of life and happiness beyond the grave. 



* This'translatioti of the vferseis copied from the L>XX. whose 
version is jusdfied by all the circumstances of the case.. The 
Creator had breathed into man's nostrils the breath of life, 
(Gen. ii. 7.) and a continuance in life was promised him dur- 
ing his continuance in innocence ; but upon his transgressioB 
he became mortal ; and upon an increase of wickedness, hu- 
man life was proportionably shortene(J. It was for this reason 
(Gen. vi. 13.) that God determined to destroy the old w6tW; 
and this occasioned tlie above declaration : the punctuality 
with which it was verified deserves particular notice; for 
Noah was employed 120 years in building the ark; and at 
{he expiradon of that time the flood came, and destroyed << all 
in whose nostrils was the breath of Itfe^ of all that was in thcr 
dry land." Gen. vii. 22. 

S s 
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5. If vice, as we are taught to believe, will be pum&bed) ac* 
cording to its degrees, in a future state of existence, how much 
greater would be the mass of misery hereafter, if tho whole 
human race lived to be old, and with increatong habits of 
^vickedness, than it will be in the present contracted duratiiai 
of human life ? It is therefore no less an act of mercy, than 
justice, that the " wicked live not out half their days." 

6. If old age were universal, how difficult and severe would 
be the conflicts of virtue ! To be exposed to the malignant 
passions of bad men, or, yrhat is often worse, to contend with 
our own evil propensities for seventy or eighty years, would 
render the war&re of good mepi much more perilous, and 
their future happiness much more precarious, than it is at 
present. Ho^ few persons who live to be old, escape thi^ 
idolatrous passion of covetousne8s?"Were old age universal^ 
this passion would probstbly exclude one half of tbcm fron 
the kingdom of heaven. 

7. Did all tnen live to be old, it would render knowledge 
stationary. Few men alter their opinions, or admit new 
truths, after they are forty years of age. None of the con- 
temporary physicians of Dr. Harvey, who had passed that 
age, admitted his discovery of the circulation of the blood. 
Now considering that nearly all discoveries in science are 
made by men under forty, and considering the predominating 
influence and authority which accompany the hostility of oM 
men to new truths, discoveries made by young men could 
never acquire belief, or an establishment in the worid. They 
o>ve both, to the small number of philosophers who live to be 
seventy or eighty years of age. 

8. Were longevity universal, with all the deformity from 
wrinkles, baldness, and the loss of teeth and complexion, 
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that are usuaHr connected i^ith it, what a gloomy and offen- 
sive picture would the assemblies of our fellowrcreatures ex- 
hibit? In the present small proportion of old people to the 
young and middle aged, they seem like shades in painting, 
or like a few decayed tre^s near a highly cultivated garden, 
filled with blooming and fragrant flowers, to exhibit the 
charms of youth and beauty to greater advantage. From an 
assembly composed exclusively of old men and women, we 
should turn our eyes with pain and disgust. 

If the causes of premature deaths which have been assigned, 
be correct, instead of complaining of them, it becomes us, 
in the present state of the culuvation, population, govern- 
ment, religion, morals, and knowledge in the world, to con- 
sider them as subjects for praise and* thanksgiving to tii^ 
wise and benevolent Governor of the Universe. 

While we thus do homage tp the divine wisdom and good- 
ness, let us look forward to the time when the improvements 
in the physical, moral, and politfcal condition of the world, 
predicted in the Old Testament, shall render the early and 
distressing separation of parents and children, and of hus« 
bands and wives, wholly unnecessary ; when the physical and 
moral sources of those apparent evils shall be removed by 
the combined influence of philosophy and religion, and when 
old age shall be the only outlet of human life. The following 
verses, taken from the 65th chapter of the prophecy of 
Isaaih, justify a belief in an order of things, such as has been 
mentioned : ^ There shall be no more thence an infant of 
days,'' [or an infant that has lived but a few days] ^ nor an 
old man that hath not filled his days, for the child shall die 
an hundred years old. And they shall build houses, and 
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inhabit thenqi, and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the 
fruit of them. They shall not build, and another imhabit, they 
fihall not plant) and another eat, for as the days of a tree, are 
the days of my people, and mine <;leqt shall long enjoy the 
work of their hsoids.'* 
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AN EULOGIUM UPON DR. WILLIAM CULLEN, PROFESSOR OF 
THE PRACTICE OF PHYSIC, IN THE UNIVERSITY OF EDIN- 
BURGH ; DELIVERED BEFORE THE COLLEGE OF PHYSI- 
CIANS OF PHILADELPHIA, ON THE 9tH OF JULY, AGREEA- 
BLY TO THEIR VOTE OF THE >Tp OF MAY, 1790, ANXJ 
AFTERWARDS PUBLISHED AT THEIR RJU^UEST, 



• 



Mr. President and Gentlemen, 

BY your unanimous vote, to honor with an Eulogiuro, 
the character of the late Dr. William Cullen, 
Professor of medecine in the University of Edinburgh, you 
have done equal homage to science and humanity. This 
illustrious Physician was the Preceptor of many of us :— He 
was moreover a distinguished citizen of tl>e republic of me- 
dicine, and a benefactor to mankind ; and although, like the 
sun, he shone in a distant hemisphere, yet many of the rays 
of his knowledge have fallen upon this quarter of the globe. 
I rise, therefore, to mingle your grateful praises of him, 
with the numerous offerings of public and private respect which 
have been paid to his memory in his native country. Happy 
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^1 be.the effects of such acts of distant sympathy, if they 
should serve to unite the influence of science with that of 
commerce, to lessen the prejudices of nations against each 
other, and thereby to prepare the way for the operation of 
that di>Jiie system of morals, whose prerogative alone it is, 
to teach mankind that they are brethren, and to make th6 
name of a fellow-creature, in every region of the world, a 
signal for brotherly affection. 

Jxx /BxecijLt^g the task you have imposed upon me, I shall 
confine myself to such parts of Dr CuUen's character as came 
within the compass of my own knowledge, during two years 
residence in Edinburgh.—To his fellow citizens in Great 
Britain, who wer^ more intimately acquainted with him, we 
jnust resign the history of his domestic character, as well as 
the detail of all those steps which, in early life, led him to 
his unparalleled height of usefulness and fan^e. 

Dr. CiJi;.L£N possessed a great and original genius. By 
genius, in the present instance, I mean a power in the human 
mind of discovering the relation of distant truths, by the 
shortest train of intermediate propositions. This pr^dous 
^ift of Heaven, is composed of a vigorous imagination, Quick 
sensibility, a talent for extensive and accurate observation, a 
faithful memory, and a soimd judgment. These facul&es 
were all united in an eminent decree in the mind of Dr. Cul« 
len. His imagination surveyed all qature at a glance, and) 
like a camera obscura, seemed to produce in his mind a pic- 
ture of the whole visible creation. His sensibility was so exqtii- 
site that the smallest portions of truth acted upon it. By means 
of his talent for observation he collected knowledge from 
levery thing he heard, saw, or read, and from every person 
yrixh whom he conversed. His memory was ihe faithful re- 



jiQ AN EULOOIUM VTOV 

a 

poatory of all hid ideas, and appeared to be alike acGOrale 
upon all subjects. O^xr each of these faculties of his nand 
a sound judgment presided, by means of which he diacovered 
the relation of ideas to each other, and thereby produced 
those new combinations which constitute principles «««eience. 
This process of the mind has been caUed inyention^ and is 
totally different from a mere capacity of acquiring learning, 
or collecting knowledge from the discoTCiies of others* It 
elevates man to a distant resemblace of his Maker; for the 
discovery of truth, is the perception of things as they appear 
to the Divine Mind. 

In contemplating the hunuA faculties, thus exquisitely 
formed, and exactly balanced, we feel the same kind of plea- 
sure which arises from a Tiev of a magnificent palace, or an 
•xtenuve and variegated prospect; but with this difference^ 
that the pleasure, in the first instance, is as much superior 
to that which arises from contemplating the latter objects, as 
the mind of' man is superior, in its importance, to th^ most 
finished productions of nature or of art, 

Dn. CtTLixN possessed not only the genius that has been 
ilescnhed, but an uncommon share of learning, ireading, and 
knowledge. 

His learning was of a peculiar and useful kind— «He ap« 
peared to have overstepped the slow and tedious forms of the 
schools, and, by the force of his understanding, to have seized 
upon the great ends of learning, without the assistance of 
many of those means which were contrived &r the use of less 
active minds. He read the ancient Greek and Roman wri- 
ters only for the sake of the knowledge which they cootaiiied, 
ivitliout wasting any of the efforts of lu6.geia«sin aUcraptin^ 
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to iimtate their style< He was intimately acquainted with 
modem languages^ and through thqir meansi with the iin-> 
provements of medicine in every country in Europe. Such 
was the facility with which he acquired a language, and so 
great was his enterprise in his researches in medidnc, that 
I once heard him speak of learning the Arabic for the sake 
of reading Avicenna in the original, as if it werie a matter of 
as little difficulty to him, as it was to compose a lecture^ or 
or to visit a padent. 

Dr* Cullsn^s reading was extensive^ but it was not con- 
fined wholly to medicine. He read books upon all subjects ; 
and he had a peculiar art of extracting something from all of 
them which he made subservient to his profession. He was 
well acquainted with ancient and modem history, and de- 
lighted in the poets, among whom Shakespeare was his 
&vourite. The history of otur globe, as unfolded by books of 
geography and travels, was so familiar to him that strangers 
could not converse with him, without supposing that he had 
not only travelled, but that he had lived every where. His 
memory had no rubbish in^it. Like a secretory organ, in 
the animal body, it rejected every tiling in reading that could 
not be applied to soma useful purpose. In this he has given 
the world a most valuable lesson, for the difference between 
error and useless truth is very small ; and a man is no wiser 
for knowledge which he cannot apply, than he is rich from 
possessing wealth, which he cannot spend. 

Dr. Cullrk's knowledge was minute in every branch of 
medicine. He was an accurate anatomist, and an ingenious 
physiologbt. He enlarged the boundaries, and established 
the utility of Chemistry, and thereby prepared the way for 
the disGQtveriea and fame of his illustrious pupil Dr. Black 
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He stripped Materia Medica, of most of the errors that had 
been accumulating m it for two thousand years, and reduced 
it to a simple and practical science. He was intimately ac« 
quainted with all the branches of natural histoty and philoso^ 
phy. He had studied every ancient and modem system of 
physic. He found the system of Dr. Boerhave universally 
adopted when he accepted a chair in the University of Edin- 
burgh. This system was founded chiefly on the supposed 
presence of certain acrid particles in/ the ikiids> and in the 
departure of these, in point of consistency, from a natural 
state. Dr. Cullen's first object was to expose the errots of 
this pathology ; and to teach his pupUs to seek for the causes 
of diseases in the solids. Nature is always coy. Ever since 
she was driven from the heart, by the discovery of the circula- 
tion of the blood, she has concealed herself in the brain and 
nerves. Here she has been pursued by Dr. Cullen ; and if 
he has not dragged her to public view, he has left us a chie 
which must in time conduct us to her last recess in the hu^ 
man body. IMany, however, of the operations of nature in 
the nenous system have been explained by him; and no 
candid man will ever explain the whole of them, without 
acknowledging that the foundalion of his successful inquiries 
was laid by the discoveries of Dr. Cullen. 

He was intimately acquainted with the histories and dis- 
tinctions of the diseases of all countries, ages, stations, occu- 
pations, and states of society. While his great object was tor 
explode useless renvedies, he took pains to increase the 
influence of diet, dress, air, exercise, and the action of the 
mind, in medicine. In a word he was a great practical phy- 
sician ; and he has left behind him as many monuments of 
his success in curing diseases, as he has of accuracy and 
ingenuity in describing their symptoms and explaining their 
causes. 
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But liift knowledge was not confined wholly to those 
sciences which are intimately connected with medicine. His 
genius was uivversaly as to natural and artificial subjects. 
He was minutely acquainted with the principles and practices 
of all the liberali mechanical^ and chemical arts ; and trades- 
men were often directed by him to new objects of observation 
and improvement, in their respective occupations. He de- 
lighted in the study of agriciUture, and contributed much to 
excite that taste for agricultural science, wliich has of late 
3rears so much distinguished the men of genius and leisure 
in North-Britain. I Iiave been informed, that he yielded at 
last to that passion for rural improvements, which is com- 
mon to all men, and amused himself in the evening of his life 
by cultivating a &nn in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh. 
Happy would it be for iht interests of agriculture, if .physi- 
cians in all countries, would imitate Dr. CuUen by an attach- 
ment to this noble science ; for their previous studies are of 
stich a nature as frequently to enable them to arrive at im- 
provements in it without experiments, and to apply the esc* 
periments of others, in the most extensive and profitable 
manner. 

Dr. Cullen's puolications w^re few in numi)^r compared 
with his discoveries. They consist of his Elements of Phy- 
siology, his Nosologia Methodica, his First Lines of the 
Practice of Physic, an Essay upon the C6ld produced by Eva- 
poration, published in the second volume of the Physical and 
Literary Essays of Edinburgh, a Letter to. Lord Cathcart up^ 
on the method of recovering persons supposed to be dead 
from drowning, and a system of the Materia Medica; These 
are all the works which bear his name ; but the fruits of his 
inquiries are to be found in most of the medical publications 

T t 
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that have appeared in Great-Biitsdn within the last thirty 
years. Many of the Theses, published in Edinburgh during 
his life, were the vehicles of his opinions or practice in me- 
dicine : and few of them contained an important or useful 
^scovery, which was not derived from hints thrown out in 
liis lectures. 

As a Teacher of medicine, Dr. CuUen possessed many 
peculiar talents. He mingled the most agreeable eloquence 
with the most profound disquisitions. He appeared to lighten 
upon every subject upon which he spc^e. His language was 
simple, and his arrangement methodical, by which means he 
was always intelligible. From the moment he ascended his 
chsdr, he commanded the most respectful attention from his 
pupils, insomuch that I never saw one of them discover a sigp 
uf impatience during the time of any of his lectures. 

In the investigation of truth, he sometimes ventured into 
the regions of conjecture. His imagination was an hot-bed 
of hypotheses, which led him to constant obseryadon and ex- 
periment. These often proved the seeds of subsequent dis- 
coveries. It was thus Sir Isaac Newton founded an empire 
in science ; for most of his discoveries were the result of pre- 
conceived hypotheses. In delivering new opinions, Dr. Cul- 
len preserved the strictest integrity. I have known him 
more than once, refute the opinions which he had taught 
the preceding year, even before the fallacy of them had been 
suspected by any of his pupils. Such instances ^of candor 
often pass with the vulgar for instability ; but they are the 
truest characteristics of a great mind. To be imchangeable, 
supposes perpetual error, or a perception of truth without 
the use of reason; but this sublime act of intuition belongs 
©nly to the Deity. 
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There was no tincture of credulity in the mind of Dr. Cul- 
len. He taught his pupils the necessity of acquiring << the 
slow consenting academic doubt." I mention these words of 
the poet with peculiar pleasure, as I find them in my notes 
of one of his lectures, in which he has delivered rules for 
judging of the truth of things related as &cts ; for he fre* 
quently remarked that there were ten false facts (if the ex 
pression can be allowed) to one false opinion in medicine. 
His Materia Medica abounds with proo& of the truth of this 
part of his character. With how much caution does he ad- 
mit the efficacy of medicines, as related in books, or as sug* 
gested by his own experience. Who could have expected to 
have found so much modesty in the writings of a physician 
in the 77th year of his age ? But let it be remembered, that 
that this physician was Dr. Cullen : and that he always pre- 
ferred utiHty to novelty, and loved truth, more than &me. 

He took great pains to deliver his pupils from the undue 
influence which antiquity and great names are apt to have 
upon the human mind. He destroyed the superstitious vene- 
ration which had been paid for many s^s to the names of 
Hippocrates, Galen, and other ancient authors, and inspired 
his pupils with a just estimate of the writings of modem phy* 
sicians. His constant aim was to produce in their minds a 
change from a passive to an active state ; and to force upon 
them such habits of thinking and observation, as should en- 
able them to instruct themselves. 

As he admitted no truth without examination, so he sub- 
mitted to no custom in propagating it th^t was not reasonable. 
He had a principal share in the merit of delivering m^icine 
from the fetters of the Latin, and introducing the English 
language! as the vehicle of public^ instniction in \he i^iver* 
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his presence. Hojfe followed his footsteps^ and death ap- 
peared frequently to drop his comtmssion in a combat mth 
his skill. He was compassionate and charitable to the pooir; 
and from his pupils, who consulted him in sickness, he con* 
stantly refused to receive any pecuniary satisfaction for his 
senrices. ■) 

In his intercourse with the world he exhibited th^ man- 
ners of a well-bred gentleman. He exendsed upon all occa- 
sMons the agreeable art, in which true politeness is said to 
consist, of speaking with civility, aQd listenmg with att^dcm 
to every body. His conversation was at all times animated, 
agreeable and instructing. Few persons went into his com- 
pany without learning something; apd even a common 
thought, by passing through his miqd, received an imptes- 
sioD, which m^e it ever afterwar^9 worthy of being pre- 
served. 

He was a strict economist of time. He seldom went out 
of his house in his carriage, or a sedan chair, without a book 
in his hand ; and he once toid me , that he frequently em- 
ployed one of his sons to read to him after he went to bed, 
that he might not lose that portion of time which passes be- 
tween lying down, and falling asleep. 

He was remarkably punctual to all his professional engage- 
ments. He appeared to consider time as a species of property 
which no man had a right to take from another without his 
consent. 

It was by means of his economy and punctuality in the 
use of time, that he accomplished so much in his profession. 
I have read of some men who have spent more time in their 
closets, apd of others who have done more business; but I 
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(lave neTer ready nor heard of a man, who mingled more 
study and business together. He lived by rule, without sub* 
jecting himself to the skvery of forms. He was always em^* 
ployed, but nerer in a hurry ; and amidst the numerous and 
complicated avocations of study and business, he appeared to 
enjoy the pleasure of society, as if company-keeping and 
conversation were the only business of his life. 

I shall mention but one more trait in the character of Dr. 
CuUen, and that is, that he T^as distinguished by no one sin- 
gularity of behaviour from other men. It is true he stood 
alone ; but this singularity was occasioned, not by his quit- 
ting the society of his fellow-men by walking on their left, or 
right side, but by his walking befoi*e them. Eccentricities 
in behaviour are the offspring of a lively fancy only, but or^ 
der is inseparably connected with real genius. The actions 
of the former may be compared to the crooked flash of dis- 
tant lightning, while the latter resembles in its movements 
the steady revolutions of the heavenly bodies. 

In reviewing the character which has been given of Dr. 
Cullen, I am forced to make a short digression, while I do 
homage to the profession of physic by a single remark. So 
great are the blessings which mankind derive from it, that if 
every other argument failed to prove the administration of a 
providence in human affairs, the profession of medicine alone 
would be su£Eicient for that purpose. Who can think of tlie 
talents, virtues, and services of Dr. Cullen, without believing 
that the Creator of the world delights in the hapianess of his 
creatures, and that his tender mercies are over all his works i 

For the information of »uch of the members of our college 
as have not seen Dr. CuUen» it may not be improper to add 
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the following description of his person. He was tall, slender, 
and. had a stoop in his shoulders ; his £eu:e was long; Vua 
under lip protruded a little beyond the upper ; his nose was 
large^ and inclined to a . point downwards ; his eye, which 
was of a blue colour, was penetrating, but soft ; and over his 
whole face was diffused an air of mildness and thought, 
which was strongly characteristic of the constant temper and 
operations of his mind. 

It pleased God to prolong his life to a good old zig^. He 
lived near 78 years. He lived to demonstrate how much the 
duration of all the faculties of the mind depends upon their 
constant exercise. H e lived tp teach his brethren by his ex- 
ample, that the obligations to acquire and communicate know- 
ledge, should cease only with health And life; and lastly, he 
lived to reap the fruits of liis labours in the most extensile 
fame ; for not only his pupils, and his works, had conveyed 
his reputation ; but canvass, paper, and clay, had borne even 
the image of his person to every quarter of the globe. 

The public papers, as well as private letters, inform us, 
that he survived his usefulness but a few months. He resigned 
his professorsliip in tlie autumn of 1789, on account of bodily 
weakness, and died in the month of January of the present 
year ; a year fatal to the pride of man ; for this year Franklin 
and Howard, as well as Cullen, have mingled with the dust. 
During the interval between his resignation and his death he 
received the most affectionate marks of public and private 
respect. The city of Edinburgh voted him their thanks, and 
presented him v^th a piece of plate. This instance of public 
gratitude deserves our particular attention, as it is more com- 
mon for cities to treat their eminent literary characters with - 
neglect duiing their lives, and centuries afterwards to con- 
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tend for the honor of having given them birth. The different 
Tnedical societies of Edinburgh followed him to his chamber 
with addresses full of gratitude and affection. In mentioning 
these facts, I am led to contemplate the venerable subject of 
our praises in a situation ir\ily solemn and interesting. How 
pregnant with instruction is the death-bed of a physician, who 
has spent a long life in extensive and successful practice ! If 
the sorrows we have relieved are the surest support in our 
own, how great must have been the consolation which Dr. 
CuUen derived, in his last hours, from a review of his active 
and useful life ! How many fathers and mothers, husbands 
and vrives, brothers and sisters, whose tears he liad wiped 
away by averting the stroke of death from the objects of their 
affections, must have presented themselves to his imagina- 
tion, and soothed his soul with grateful prayers for his eternal 
welfare ! But the retrospect of the services he had rendered 
to his fellow-creatures, was not confined to the limits of his 
extensive busines in the city of Edinburgh. While the illus- 
trious actions of most men may be viewed with a naked eye, 
the atchievements of Dr. Cullen in the distant regions of 
humanity and science, can only be perceived by the help of 
a telescope. Let us apply this instrument to discover his ex- 
ploits of beneficence in every quarter of the world. He had 
filled the capitals, anil most of the towns of Great-Britain 
and Ireland with eminent physicians. Many of his pupils 
had arrived at the first honors in their profession in the prin- 
cipal cities on the continent of Europe. Many of them had 
extended the blessings of his improvements in the principles 
and practice of medicine, to every British settlement in the 
East and West Indies, and to every free state in America* 
But the sum of his usefulness did not end here. He had 
taught the different Professors in the University of Pennsylr - 

Uu 
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vania, the art of teaching others the most successful methods 
of curing diseases, and thereby he had conveyed the benefits 
of his discoveries into every part of the United States. How 
great was the mass of such accumulated beneficence I and 
how sublime must have been the pleasure which the review 
of it created in his mind ! Had it been possible for the merit 
of such extensive and complicated services to mankind to 
have rescued one mortal from the grave) Dr. CuUen had 
never died. But the decree of death is universal, and even 
the healing art, is finally of no effect in saving the lives of 
those who have exercised it with the most success in saving 
the lives of others. 

Dr. Cullen is now no more. What a blank has been 
produced by his death in the great volume of science I Be- 
hold I The Genius of Humanity weeping at his feet, while 
the Genius of Medicine lifts up the key, which fell from his 
hand with his last breath, and with inexpressible concern, 
cries out, " to whom shall I give this instrument ? Who now 
will unlock for me the treasures of universal nature ?" 

Venerable Shade, adieu'. What though thy American 
pupils vere denied the melancholy pleasure of following thee 
from thy Professor's-chair to thy sick bed, with their eflu- 
sions of gratitude, and praise I What though we did not 
share in the grief of thy funeral obsequies, and though we 
shall never bedew with our tears the splendid monument 
which thy affectionate and grateful British pupils have decreed 
for thee in the metropolis of thy native country ; yet the re- 
membrance of thy talents and virtues, shall be preserved in 
each of our bosoms, and never shall we return in triumph 
from beholding the efficacy of medicine in curing a disease, 
without feeling our obligations for the instructions we have 
derived from thee I 
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I repeat it again, Dr. Cullen is now no more— No more, 
I mean, a pillar and ornament of an ancient seat of science— • 
no more, the delight and admiration of his pupilsr— ino more 
the luminary of medicine to half the globe-— ino more the 
friend and benefactor of mankind.— —*-But I would as soon be- 
lieve that our solar system was created only to amuse and 
parish like a rocket, as believe that a mind endowed with 
such immense powers of action and pontemplation had ceased 
to exist. Reason bids us hppe that he will yet Uve^^And 
Revelation enables us to say, with certainty and confidence^ 
that he shall again Uve- — ^Fain would I lift the curtain which 

separates eternity from time, and inquire Rut it is not 

for mortals to pry into the seprets of the invisible world. 

Such was the man whose memory we have endeavoured 
to celebrate. He lived for our benefit. It remains only that 
we improve the event of his death in such a manner, that he 
may die for our benefit likewise. For this purpose I ^hall 
finish ourEulogium\idth the following observation?. 

I. Let us learn from the character of Dr. Cullen duly to 
estimate our profession. While Astronomy claims a Newton, 
and Electricity a Franklin, Medicine has been equally ho- 
noured by having employed the genius of a Cullen. When- 
ever therefore we feel ourselves disposed to relax in our stu- 
dies, to use our profession for seltish purposes, or to neglect 
the poor, let us recollect how much we lessen the dignity 
which Dr. Cullen has conferred upon our profession. 

II. By the death of Dr. Cullen the republic of medicine 
has lost one of its most distinguished and useful members. 
It is incumbent upon us Iherefore to double our diligence 
in order to supply tlie loss of our indefatigable fellow-citizen. 
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That physician has lived to little purpose, who does not leave 
his profession in a more improved state than he found it. Let 
us remember, that our obligations to add something to the 
capital of medical knowledge, are equally binding with our 
obligations to practise the virtues of integrity and humanity 
in our intercourse with our patients. Let no useful fact there- 
fore, however inconsiderable it may app^ear, be kept back 
from the public eyq; for there are mites in science as well 
Txs in charity, and tlie remote consequences of both are often 
alike important and beneficial. Facts are the morality of 
inedicine. They arc the same in all ages and in all countries. 
•They have preserved the works of the immortal Sydenham 
from being destroyed by their mixture with his absurd theo- 
ries ; and under all the revolutions in systems that will proba- 
bly take place hereafter, the facts which are contained in Dr. 
CuUen's works, will constitute the best security for their safe 
and grateful reception by future ages. 

in. Human nature is ever prone to extremes. While we 
celebrate the praises o£ Dr. Cullen, let us take care lest we 
check a spirit of free inquiry, by too great a regard for his 
authority in medicine. I well remember an observation 
suited to our present purpose which he delivered in his intro- 
duction to a course of lectures on the Institutes of Medicine 
in the year 1766. After speaking of the long continued and 
extensive empire of Galen in the schools of physic, he said, 
" It is a greftt disadvantage to any science to have been im- 
" proved by a great man. His authority imposes indolence, 
" timidity, or idolatry upon all who come after him."— iLet 
us avoid these evils in our veneration for Dr. Cullen. To 
believe in great men, is often as jreat an obstacle to the pro- 
gress of knowledge, as to believe in witches and conjurers. It 
is the image worship of science ; for error is as much an 
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attribute of man, as the desire of happiness ; and I think I 
have observed, that the errors of great men paitake of the 
dimensions of their mui4s, and are often of a greater mkgni- 
tude than the errors of men of inferior understanding. Dr.' 
Brown has proved the imperfection of human genius, by ex- 
tending some parts of Dr. Cullen's system of physic, and 
by correcting some of its defects. . But he has left much to 
be done by his successors. He has even bequeathed to them 
the labor of removing the errors he has introduced into medi- 
cine by his neglect of an important principle in the animal 
economy, and by his ignorance of the histories and symp- 
toms of diseases. Perhaps .no system of medicine can be . 
perfect, while there exists a single disease which we do not 
know, or cannot cure. If this be true, then a complete sysr 
tem of me(ticine cannot be formed, till America has furnished 
descriptions and cures of all her peculiar diseases. The 
United States have improved the science of civil government. 
The freedom of our constitutions, by imparting vigor and 
independence to the mind, is &vourable to bold and original 
thinking upon all subjects. Let us avail ourselves therefore 
of this political aid to our researches, and endeavour to obtain 
histories and cures of all our diseases, that we may thereby 
contribute our part towards the formation of a complete sys- 
tem of medicine. As a religion of some kind is absolutely 
necessary to promote morals; so systems of medicine of 
some kind, are equally necessary to produce a regular mode 
of practice. They are not only necessary, but unavoidable 
in medicine ; for no physician, pay more, no empire, prac-? 
tices without them. 

The present is an age of great improvement. While the 
application of reason to the sciences of government and reli- 
gion, is daily meliorating the condition of mankind, it is 
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sTT^-c-^^v^c to ooaerrc the inSuence of medicine, in lessening 

kTiTixa ciscTx* by abaUDg the mortality or violence of m^jiy 

os^isc^- The decrees of heaven appear to be fulfilling by 

aar^ri! ceans ; and if no ancient prophecies had declared it, 

the late numerocs discoTeries in medicine would authorize us 

TD Say, that the time is approaching, when not only tyranny, 

discord and superstition shall cease from our world, but when 

diseases shall be unknown, or cease to h^ incurable; and 

when old age shall be the only outlet of human life, 

" Thus heaven-ward all things tend." 

In that glorious «ra, every discovery in medicine shall 
meet with its full reward ; and the more abundant gratitude 
of posterity to the name of Dr. Cullen ; shall then bury in 
bbti>non the feeble attempt of thys day to comply with your 
vote to perpetuate his lame. 



An eulogium upon david rittenhousS} late passi- 
dent of the american philosophical society ; i>s* 
livered bejore the society in the first presby- 
terian church in high-street, phila^delphia, qls 
The 17th December, 1796, agreeably to appoint** 

MSNT) AND published AT THE REQUEST Q¥ THE SOCI*^ 
ETY. 
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Gentlenten of the PhilosofihiccU Society^ 
Friends and Colleagues^ 

WE. are assembled this day upon a mournful occasion. 
Death has made an inroad upon our Society. Our 
illustrious and beloved President, is no more. Ritten- 
HOUSE, the ingenious, the modest and the wise— Ritten- 
HousE, the friend of God and man, is now no more ! ■ ■ 
For this, the temple of science is hung in mourning— ifor this 
our eyes now drop a tributary tear. Nor do we weep alone. 
^*The United States of America sympathize in our grief» 
for his name gave a splendof to the American character, and 
the friends of humanity in distant parts of the world, unite 
with us in lamenting our common loss— for he belonged to 
the whole human race. 

By your vote to perpetuate the memory of tliis great and 
good man, you have made a laudable attempt to rescue phi- 
losophers from their humble rank in the history of mankind. 
It is to Ihem we owe our knowledge and possession of most 
of the necessaries and conveniences of life. To procure these 
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blessings for us, " they trim thdr midnight lamp, and hang 
o*er the sickly taper." For us, they traverse distant regions, 
expose themselves to the inclemencies of the weather, mingle 
with savages and beasts of prey, and in some instances, evince 
their love of science and humanity by the sacrifice of their 
lives. 

The amiable philosopher whose talents and virtues ape ta 
be the subject of the following eulo^um, is entitled to an un- 
common portion of our gratitude and praise. He acquired 
his knowledge at the expense of uncommon exertions, he 
performed services of uncommon difficulty, and finally he im- 
paired his health, and probably shortened his life, by the ar- 
dor of his (Studies and labors for the benefit of mankind. 

In attempting to discharge the difficult and painfid duty 
you have assigned to me, it will be necessary to give a short 
account of th© life of Mr. Rittenhouse, inasmuch as several 
of the most interesting parts of his character are intimately 
connected with it. 

The village of Germantown in the neighbourhood of this 
city, had the honor of giving birth to this distinguished 
philosopher on the 8th day of April, in the year 1732. His 
ancestors migrated from Holland about the beginning of the 
present century. They were distinguished, together with 
his parents, for probity, industry, and simple manners. It 
is from sourses thus pure and retired, that those talents and 
virtues have been chiefly derived, which have in all ages 
enlightened the world. They prove by their humble origin, 
that the Supreme Being has not surrendered up the direction 
of human affairs to the advantages acquired by accident or 
vice, and they beai' a constant and faithful testimony of hia 
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impartial goodness, by their necessary and regular influence 
m equalizing the condition of mankind. This is the divine 
order of things, and every attempt to invert it, is a weak 
and unavailing effort to wrest the government of the world 
from the hands of God. 

The early jjart of the life of Mr. Rittenhouse was spent in 
agricultural employments under the eye of his father, in the 
coimty of Montgomery^ twenty miles from Philadelphia, to 
aiv^hich place he removed during the childhood of his son. It 
rwas at this place his peculiar genius first discovered itself. 
His plough, the fences, and even the stones of the field in 
which he worked, were frequently marked with figures 
which denoted a talent for mathematical studies. Upon 
Ending that the native delicacy of his constitution unfitted 
Jum for the labors of husbandry, his parents consented to 
^s learning the trade of a clock and mathematical instru- 
,sntent maker. In acquiring the knowledge of these useful 
zarts, he was his own instructor.--*They afforded him great 
«delight inasmuch as they favoured his disposition to inquire 
.into the principles of natural plu]psophy .—^Constant employ* 
ment of any kind, even in tbe practice of the mechanical arts 
lias been found, in many instances, to administer vigor to 
human genius. Franklin studied the laws of nature, while 
he handled his printing types* The father of Rousseau, a 
jeweller at Geneva, became acquainted with the principles of 
national jurisprudence, by listening to his son while he read to 
him in his shop, the works of Grotius and Puffendorf ; and 
Herschel conceived the gi%at idea of a new planet, while he 
-exercised the humble office of a musician to a marching re- 
giment. . 
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It was dafin^ the readence of our iDgenioiis philosopher 
with his fitffaer in the countryy that he made himself master 
of Sir Isaac Newton*^ pnndpia* which he read in the English 
tnndatiQn of Mr. Holt. It was here likewise he became ac- 
qomabtd with the science of fluxions, of which suUime in- 
Tcntioo be belicTcd himself for a wlaie to be the author^ nor 
^ he know fior some years afterwards, that% contest had 
been carried on between ^r Isaac Newton and LeilxiitZy for 
the hoDor of that great and useful discovery. "What a. mind 
was here I W ithout literary fiiends or. society, ieoid 

with but two or three books, he became, before he had reache^ 

his fimr and twentieth year, the liTsl of the two greatest 

mathemadcians in Europe ! 

- It was in this redded aitnation, and while employed in work^ 
ing at lus trade, that he planned and executed an orrery, in 
wUch he Tcpffesented the reirolutions of the heaTenly bodies 
in a manner more extensive and complete^ than had been 
done by any former astronomers. A correct description of 
this orrery drawn up by the Rev. Dr. Smith, is published in 
the first volume of our TraDsactioiis. This master-piece of 
ingenious mechanism was purchased by the college of New- 
Jersey. A second was made by him, after the same modeli 
for the use of the college of Philadelphia. It now forms part 
of the philosophical apparatus of the University of Petmsyl- 
Tania, where it has for many years commanded the admira- 
tion of the ingenious and the learned, fix)m every part of tht 
world. 

The reputation he derived from the construction of this 
orrery, as well as his general character for mathematical 
knowledge, attracted the notice of his fellow-citizens in Penn- 
sylvania^ and in several of the neighbouring states, but the 
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discovery of his uncommon merit belonged chiefly to his 
bi-other-in-law, the Rev Mr. Barton, Dr. Smith, and the late 
Mr. John Lukeiis, an ingenious mathematician of this city. 
These gentlemen fully appreciated his talents, and united in 
urging him to remove to Philadelphia, in order to enlarge 
his opportunities of improvement and usefulness. He yielded 
vrith reluctance to their advice, and exchanged his beloved 
retirement in the country for this city, in the year, 1770. 
Here he continued for several years, to follow his occupation 
of a clock and mathematical instrument maker. He excelled 
in both branches of that business. His mathematical instru- 
ments have been esteemed by good judges to be superior in , 
accuracy and workmanship to any of the same kind that have 
been imported from Europe. 

About the time he settled in Philadelphia, he became a 
member of our Society. His first communication to the So- 
ciety was a calculation of the transit of Venus as it was to hap- 
pen on the 3d of June, 1769, in 40* north latitude, and 5 
hours west lon^tude from Greenwich. He was one of a com- 
mittee appointed by the Society to observe, in the township of 
Norrington, this rare occurrence in the revolution, of that pla- 
net, and bore an active part in the preparations which were 
made for that purpose. Of this Dr. Smith who was likewise of 
the committee, has left an honourable record in the history of 
that event which is published in the first volume of the tran- 
sactions of our Society. " As Mr. Rittenhouse's dwelling 
(says the Doctor) is about twenty miles i\orth west from Phi- 
ladelphia ; our other engagements did not permit Mr. Lukens 
or myself to pay much attention to the necessary preparations; 
but we knew that we had intrusted them to a gentleman on 
the spot [meaning Mr. Rittenhouse] who had, joined to a 
complete skill in mechanics, so extensive and astrpnomicalf 
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and mathematical knowledge, that the nse^ nnfliag!ai»eHb«iif 
men constractkm of the apparatus, were perfecthf &mifiar tiv 
liim. The laudable pains he had taken in these mateiiaf «w 
tides wiU best appear from the work itself, which he hat& 
committed into my hands, with a modest introduction, gi^dnjf 
me a liberty ^th them, .which, hb own accsrairf ^ %n^ ani . 
iUlities leave no room^to exercise.'* 

We are naturally led here to take ^ view o£ our f^ilosof 
yiher with his associates in their preparations to observer 
phenomenon which had never been seen but twic^ befiure bx 
any inhabitant of o^r earth, which would never be seen again 
by any person then Uving, and on which depended very im- 
portant astronomical consequences. The night before th6 
' long expectpd day, was probably passed in a degree of solid- 
tude which precluded sleep, ijow great must have been 
their joy when he beheld the morning sjUUt ^ and the whol» 
horizon without a cloud ;'* for such is the description of the 
day given by Mr. Rittenhouse in the report referred to hf 
Dr. Smith. In pensive silence, and trembling anxiety they* 
waited for thb predicted moment of observation; it came> 
and brought with it all that had been wished for and expected 
by those who saw it. In our philosopher, it excited in the 
instant of one of the contacts of the planet with the sun, an 
emotion of delight so exquisite and powerful, as to induce 
fainting. This will readily be believed by those who have 
known the extent of that pleasure which attends the discovery^ 
or first perception of truth. Soon after this event, we ifind 
him acting as one of a committee appointed to observe the 
transit of Mercury on the 9th of November in the same year. 
This was likewise done at Nonington. An account of it was- 
drawn up, and published at the request of the committee by 
X>r. Smith. A minute history of the whole of tbese evec^ts, 
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In which Mr. Rittenhouse continued to act a distinguished 
part) is given in our transactions. It was received with great 
satisfaction by the astronomers of Europe, and contributed 
much to raise the character of our then infant country for 
astronomical knowledge. 

In the year 1775, he was appointed to compose and delirer 
the annual oration before our society. The subject of it, was 
the history of astronomy. The language of this oration is 
simple, but the sentiments contained in it are ingenious, ori« 
ginal, and in some instances sublime. It was delivered in a 
feeble voice, and without any of the advantages of oratory^ 
but it commanded, notwithstanding, the most profound atteni> 
don^ and was followed by universal admiration and applausir 
from a crowded and respectable audience. 

From the contents of this oration, it appears that Astror 
nomy was the favourite object of his studies. 

Attempts have been made to depreciate this branch of 
natural philosophy, by denying its utility, and application to 
human affairs.— .The opinion is an unjust one, and as it tends 
to convey a limited idea of the talents of Mr. Rittenhouse, 
I hope I shall be excused in saying n few words in favour of 
this science. 

It is to astronomy we are indebted for our knowledge of 
navigation, by which means tiie different parts of our giobe 
have been discovered, and afterwards cemented together by 
the mutual wants and obligations of commerce. 

It was astronomy that taught mankind thwart of predicting 
and explaining eclipses of tiie Sun ^d Moon, and therebf 
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ddbered them from the superstition vldch in the early ages' 
oftheworid, was ooiinected with those phenomena of nature* 

We are tai^ht by astrooomy to correct our ideas of the 
^able heavens, and thus by discovering the fidlacy of the 
simple evidence of our senses, to call to their aid, the use of 
oorrtasoD, in decii£ng upon all mateiial objects of human 
knowledge* 

. AatroDomy delivers the mind from a grovding atteuchment 
to the pursuits and pleasure of this worid. ^ Take the 
sniaer (says our pfaiSosopher in his oradon) from the earth, if 
it be poasMe to disengage him— 4ie whose 'nightly rest has 
been long broken by the loss of a ungle foot of it^ useless 
periiaps to him ; ' and remove him to the planet Mars, on^ of 
r ^e least distant from u»— Persuade the amMdous monarch 
to accompany him, who has sacrificed the Uves of thousands 
tf his subjects to an imaginary property in certain small por-- 
tions of the earth, and point out this earth to them, with all 
its kingdoms and wealth, a glittering star, close by the moon, 
the latter scarce visible, and the former, less bright than our 
evening star.— »They would turn away their disgusted sight 
from it, not thinking it worth their smallest attention, and 
■seek for consolation, in the gloomy regions of Mars." 

Once more— -the study of astronomy has the most fnendljr 
influence upon morals, and religion. '* Yes," (says our phi- 
losopher in another part of his oration) ** the direct tendency 
of this science is to dilate the heart with universal benevo- 
lence, and to enlarge its views. It flatters no princely vice, 
nor national depravity. It encourages not the libertine by 
relaxing any of the precepts of morality, nor does it attempt 
to undermine the foundations of religion. It denies none of 
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th^e attributes, which the wisest and best of mankind have 
in all ages ascribed to the Deity. Nor does it degrade th# 
human mind from that dignity which is ever necessary to 
make it conten\plate icself with complacency. None of these 
things docs astronomy pretend to, and if these things merit 
the name of philosophy, and the encouragement of a people, 
then let scepticism flourish, and astronomy lie neglected.—* 
Let the names of Barkley and Hume become immortal, and 
that of Newton be lost in oblivion."—. 

The following is a list of such of Mr. Rittenhouse's other 
publications as are contained in the three volumes of our 
transactions. 

Observations of the comet which appeared in June and 
July 1770, with the elements of its motion and the trajectory 
of its path, in a letter to Dr. William Smith. 

An easy method of deducing the true time of the sun'* 
passing the meridian, by means of a clock, from a compari- 
son of four equal attitudes, observed on two succeeding days, 
without the help of the equation tables, communicated by 
Dr. William Smith. 

An explanation of an opticle deception, namely, that the 
surfaces of bodies viewed through the double microscope, 
sometimes appear to be reversed, that is, those parts which 
are elevated seem depressed, and the contrary. 

An account of a remarkable meteor observed at Philadel^ 
phia on the 31st of October, 1775, with some conjectures 
relative to the theory of meteors, in answer to a letter from 
John Page Esq. giving an account of the same meteor seen 
in many cUstant places in Virginia. 
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An account of the eclipse of the Sun, on the 6th. of No- 
vember 1790, with an account of corresponding obsiervatipns, 
made at the University of William and Mary, in Virginia, by 
Dr. J. Madison, and at Washington College, in Maryland, by 
the Rev. Dr. Smith. 

Short and elegant theorems for finding the sum of the 
several powers of the lines, either to a radius of unity, or any 
other ; in a letter to Mr. Robert Patterson. 

An account of a comet discovered in the month of January 

1793 ; in a letter to Mr. Robert Patterson* 

• 
Besides these publications, our society is in possession of 

the following communications from Mr. Rlttenhouse, which 

are now in the press and will be speedily published in the 

fburth voluine of our transactions. 

■ 

9 

A tnethod oF determining the true plane of a planet in an 
eliptical form by converging series, directly from the mean 
anomaly. 

9 

A new and easy tnethod of calculating Ibgatithms ; in a 
letter to Mr. Rober Patterson. 

A description of an improvement on pendulum clocks, by 
which the error arising from the different density, c^* resistance 
of the medium in which the pendulum vibrates, is' effectually 
•bviated. 

Lastly, experiments on the expansion of wood by heat. 

Talents so splendid, and knowledge so practical in mathc'^ 
maticKs, are like mines of precious metals. They beoomo 
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public property by universal consent. The State of Pennsyl- 
vania veas not insensible of the wealth she possessed in the 
mind of Mr. Kittenhouse. She ckdmed hinx as her own^ and 
employed him in business of the most important nature. 

In the year 1779 he was appdnted by the legislature of 
Pennsylvania^ one of the commissioners for adjusting, a terri- 
torial dispute between Pennsylvania an^ ViT|;inia,^ and to his 
talents, moderation and firmness, were ascribed in a great 
degree^ the satis&ctory termination, of that cmce alarming 
controversy in the year HfiTs. 

. In the year 1784 he assisted in determining the length of 
five degrees of longitude from a point en the Delaware^ in 
order to fix the western limits of Pennsylvania. 



■1- « 



In 1786, he was employed in fixing the northern line which 
divides Pennsylvania from New-York. 

But the application of liis talents and knowledge to the set- 
tlement of territorial disputes, was not confined to his native 
state. In the year 1769, he was employed in settling the 
limits between New-Jel^ey and New-York, and in 1787 he 
was called upon to assist in fixing the boundary line between 
the States of Massachusetts and New- York. This last busi- 
ness, which was executed witli his usual precision and inte- 
grity, was his farewell peace offering to the union and happi- 
ness of his country. 



In his excursions through the wilderness, he carried iifith 
him his habits of inquiry and observation. Nothing in our moun- 
tains, s6ils, rivers, and springs escaped his notice. It is to 
be lamented that his private letters, and the memories of his 
friends, ate the only records of what he collected upon these 
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occasions^ Philosophers, or naturalist, whosoever thou art 1 that 
shalt hereafter traverse the unfrequented woods of our state; 
forget not to respect the paths, first marked by the feet pf this 
ingenious and faithful servant of the public* Honour thie 
fountains consecrated to science by his skilful hand, and inhale 
with double pleasure the pure atmosphere of the mountaiosy ' 
on which he renewed his acquaintance with the canopy of 
heaven, afbr passing whole weeks in forests so shady, as tO; 
conceal from him the rays of the sun. And citizens of Penn^ 
sylvania, friends "and patrons of literature, be grateful for his\ 
servites. Let the remenKbraace of them be dear to the pref^.a 
sent generation, and let a part of the state distinguished in 9,h 
more especial tnanner for its resources in natural knowledge, 
bear his name with honor tothe latest posterity. 

ff , . * 

4 

In the year 1791, he ^as chosen successor to Dr. Franklin 
in the chair of our society. In this elevated station, the 
highest that philosophy can confer in our country, h|s con* 
duct was marked by its usual line of propriety and (Hgnity. 
Never did the artificial pomp of station command half the 
.refipect, which followed his unassuming manners in ih^ dis- 
chal^ge of the pxiblic duties t>f this office. You will often re- 
collect, gentlfemenf 'with amixtiire of pleasure and pain, the 
delightful evenings you passed in the society, every time he . 
presided in your meeting. They were uniformly chan^- 
terized by ardor in the pursuits of science, urbanity and bro- 
therly kindness. His attachment to the interests of the so- 
ciety was evinced sooii after he accepted of the Pre^i^nt*s 
chair, by a donation of three hundred poimds. 
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TBut his talents and knowledge were not limited to mathe- 
matical or material subjects ; his mind was a repository of the 
knowledge of all ages and countries. He h^d early and deeply 



studied moil of ihe diflerctit systems of theology 
well acquainted witli practical metaphysicks. In i 
vels he took great delight. From them, he dr 
fund of his knoivledge of the natural history ofour e 
possessed talents for music and poetryi but the mi 
and necessary pursuits of his life, pierented hi 
nftich time to the cultivation of them. He read ti 
poets with g-reat pleasure. The muse of Thomso 
Jiini most. He admired his (Elegant combuiation ' 
phy and poetry. Howctcr opposed these studies n 
they alike da rive their perfections from extensive aj 
iihservations of the works oC nature. He was inlJ 
(luaintcd wil.i the French, Germ.an and Dutch lang 
tti'o former of which he acquired without the assd 
master. They served the valuable pu'-pose of co 
him the discovcrfcs of foreign nations, and there 
liini to pi-osecutc his studies with more advantage, 
live language. 

In speaking of Mr. Rittenhousc, it has been a 
lament his want of what is called a liberal edutatio 
education what it sliould be, in our public scmir 
would have been a itiiaforLune, but conducted as il 
sent, agreeably to the systems adopted in Europe 
teeiith century, I am disposed lo believe that his 
knowledge, and splendid character arc to be aseril 
to his haviiig escaped the pernicious influence o 
Warning upon his tnind in early life. Had the usm 
a pubhc education in the United States been impt 
him ; instead of revolvuig through life in a planetar 
Tfould probably have consumed the force of his 
fluttering around the blaze of an evening taper. Ri 
the philosopher, and one of the luminaries of the c 
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century, might- have spent his hours of study in composing 
syllogism, or in measuring the feet of Greek and Latin 
poetry. 

It will be honourable to the citizens of the United States, 
to add, that they were not insensible of the merit of our phi-' 
iQSopher. Inventions $nd improvements in every art and 
science, were frequently submitted to his examination, and 
were afterwards patronised by the public, according as they 
were approved by him. Wherever he went, he met with public 
respect, and private attentions. But his reputation was not 
confined to his native country. His name was known and 
abmired in every region of the earth, where sciience and ge- 
nius are.<:ul]tivated arid respected,* 

Such were the talents and knbwledge, and such the famci 
of our departed President! Hb virtues now demand our tri- 
bute of praise.^— 'And iiere, I am less at a loss to know what 
to say, than what to leave unsaid. We have hitherto beheld 
"him as a philosopher, soaring like the eagle, until our eyes 
have been dazzled by^s near approaches to the sun. We 
shall now contemplate him at a less distance, and behold hinv 
in the familiar character of a man, fulfillhig his various duties* 
in their utmost extent. If any thing has been said of his- 
talents and knowledge that has excited attention, or kindled 



* The degree of master of Arts was conferred upon him 
by the College of Philadelphia, in 1768. The same degree 
was conferred upon him by the College of William and Mary, 
in Virginia, in 1784. In the year 1789, he received the de- 
gree of Doctor of Laws from the College of New-Jersey. 
He was elected a Member of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences at Boston in 1782, apd of ]the Royal Society in 
London in 1795. 
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ilcsli-ca ill tlic J oungcv members of our society, 
him in his patli of honor, let me request them' not 
me here. Come, and [earn by his example, to b 

■well as great, His virtues furnish the mo 

models for your imitation, for they were never o 
any situation or ?tage of his life, by a single clom 
ncss or vice. As the source of these virtues, wli 
public or private nature, I shall first mention ] 
sense of moral obligation, founded upon the rcveU 
]. 'cctionsof the Supreme Being. This appears ! 
passages in liis oration, and from his private 1e 
fiicndf. Jn his oration ve find the following j 
menu " Should it please that Almighty Power 
placed ua in a world in which we are only pciTnitte 
about us and to die,' to indulge us with existence I 
Uiat half of eternity which still remains unspent, ! 
duct us through the several stages of his works, A 
iiig in the study of astronomy) is ample provisio 
employing every faculty of the mind, even allowii 
nrs to be enlarged through an endless repetition of 
-js not complain ol the vanity of this world, and th 
jiothing in it cap;ibie of satisfying us, Happy in tl 
—happy in those desires, forever in succession to t 
— happy in x continual approach to the Deity." 

" I must confess that I am not one of those sangv 
who seem to tiunk that when the withered hand of 
drawn up the curtain of eternity, all distance be 
rrcatui'e and the Creator, and between finite an 
will he annihilated. Every enlargement of our 1 
every new happiness conferred upon us, every si 
vuiice towards the Divinity, will very probahjy 
;tiore and ixiorc sensible of his inexhaustible ston 
intiriicable bliss, and of his inaccessible perfections 
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There appears to be a natural connection between a know- 
ledge of the wprks of nature and just ideas of the divine per- 
fections ; and if philosophers have not in all ages been equally 
devout with our President, it becomes us to acquire how far 
the beneficial' jinfiuence of philosophy upon religion, may 
have been prevented by their minds being pre-occupied in 
early ' life with the fictions of ancient poets, and the vices of 
the heathen gods. It remains yet to be determined, whether all 
the moral as well as natural attributes of the Deity may not 
be discovered in the form, and economy of the material 
world, and whether thatt righteousness which descended from 
heaven near eighteen hundred years ag^, may not wait 
for philosophical truth to spring up fW)m the earth, in or- 
der by uniting with it, to command universal belief and 
obedience. This opinion, as far as it folates to one of 
the moral attributes of the Deity, seems to have been adt 
netted by our philosopher in the following elegant and pious 
extract from ^ letter to one of his friends <' give me leave 
(says he) to mention two or three proofs of infinite goodness 
in the works of creation. The first is, possessing' goodness 
in ourselves. Now it is inconsistent with all just reasoning 
to suppose,,that there is any thing good, lovely, or praise-wor- 
thy in us, which is not possessed in an infinitely higher 
degree by that Being who first called us into existence. In 
the next place I reckon the exquisite and innocent delight 
that many things around us are calculated to afford us. In 
this light the beauty and fragrance of a single rose is a better 
argument for divine g^dness than a luxuriant field of wheat. 
For if we can suppose that we were created by a malevolent 
Being with a design to torment us for his amusement, he 
must have furnished us with the means of subsistence, and 
either have made our condition tolerable, or not have left the. 
m^ans of quitting it at pleasure, in our own poorer. Such 
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being itiy opinions, you will not wonder at my fondness fbt 
what Mr. Addi&on calls * the pleasures of the imagina^n/ 
They ate all to me, so many demonstration* of infinite good- 



ness.'* 



If such be the pious fruits of an attentive Examination of 

the works of the Creator, ceas6 yt ministers of the gospel to 

defeat the design of your bencTolent labors^ by interposing 

the common studies of the schools between our globe, and 

and the minds of young people. Let their first ideas be 

those which *are obtruded upon their senses, by the hattd of 

nature. Permit the firmament of heaven, and the animal, 

vegetable and mineral productions of the eaith, to instruct • 

them in the wisdom and goodness of the Creator, and let the 

effects of physical evil Xipon general happiness, vindicate the 

divine government, in permitting the existence of morsd evil 

in our world. Thus the perverse passions of man, may be 

made to unite with'*storms and tempests, in furnishing proof* 

of the goodness of the Creator of the Universe. 

But the religion of Mr. Rittenhouse, was not derived wholly 
from his knowledge and admiration of the material world. 
He believed in the Christian revelation. Of this, he gave 
many proofs, not o^Iy in the conformity of his life, to the 
precepts of the gospel, but in his letters and conversation. I 
well recollect in speaking to me of the truth and excellency 
of the Christian religion, he mentioned as an evidence of its 
divine origin, that the miracles of our Saviour differed from 
all other miracles, in being entirely of a kind and benevolent 
nature. It is no small triumpji to the friends of Revelation 
to observe, in this age of infidelity, that our religion has been 
admitted and even defended by men of the most exalted un- 
derstanding, i\nd of the strongest reasoniiig powers* The 
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single testimony of David Rittenhouse in its favor, outweighs 
the declamations of whole nations against it.* 

• 

As the natural effect of his belief in the relation of the 
whole human race to each other in a common Father and 
Redeemer, he embraced the whole family of mankind in the 
arms of his benevolence^ The force apd extent of this virtue 
in his heart, will appear from my reading one more extract 
from his oration. I am aware how much I suffer by intro- 
ducing quotations from that eloquent performance, for they 
will cast a shade upon all I have said, or shall say upon this 
occasion. 

" How far, (says our philosopher) the inhabitants of the 
other planets may resemble men, we cannot pretend to say. 
If like them they were created liable to fall, yet some, if not • 
all of them may still retain their original rectitude. We "vvill 
hope they do ; the thought is comfortable.-— iCease then Gal- 
lileo to improve thy optic tube, and thou great Newton, for- 
bear thy ardent search, into the mysteries of nature, lest ye 
make unwelcome discoveries. Deprive us not of the pleasure 
of believing that yonder orbs, traversing in ailent majesty tl^e 
ctherial regions, are the peaceful seats of innocence and bliss, 
where neither natural or moral evil has ever intruded, and 
where to enjoy with gratitude and adoration the Creator's 
bounty, is the business, of existence. If their inhabitants re- 
semble man in their faculties and affections, let us suppose 



* Since the publication of the Eulogium in a pamphlet, I 
have received the following account of Mr. Rittenhouse's reli- 
gious principles, in a letter from his widow, dated August 20th 
1 797. " 1 hat you were sufficiently authorized to assert what 
you<Ud respecting Mr. Rittenhouse's religious principles, i 

Zz 
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that thev are wise enough to gorem theTnaelTC 
to ibe dictates oFthat reuon, God has pven in 
cer, as to consult their own, and each other's hi 
oa all occasions. But if on the contrary, they h 
necessary to erect artificial fabrics of goTernmet 
suppose tbey hare done it with so little skill, an 
enormous expense, as to render them a misforl 
of a blesung.— We vill hope thai their statesmen 
and that their kings (if that order of beings has 
taoce there) have the feelings of humanity. Hi 
—and perhaps more happy still, that all commu 
us is denied. We have neither corrupted you w 
nor injured you by violence. None of your son 
ters have been degraded from their native dignit] 
cd to endless slavery in Ajneiica, merely becaas< 
may be disposed to reSect, or absoib the rays 
ferent from ours. Even you, inhabitants of the 
ated in our very neighbourhood, are effectually ■ 
the rapscious hands of the oppressors of our glo! 
utmost efforts of ihe 111151117 Frederick, the r 
North) and scourge of mankind, if aimed to ■ 
peace, becomes inconceivably ridiculous and Im 



now add my testimony to what you have said, foi 
the great ti'uths of religion enjjaged much of 1 
and indeed were internovcn with almost every in 
ccm of his life. I do not rccolJect, if in any of t 
tions 1 have had with you, I informed you, whe 
thai Dr. Price's opinions respecting Christianity 
in unison with his own, than any others of the t; 
Dr. Price's sermons was the last book he requ 
read to him, and that the last mornidg of his life, 
me that I had not finished one of the Doctor' 
which I had began the prccceding evening." 
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<* Pardon these reflections. They arise not from the 
gloomy spirit of misanthropy. That Being, before , whose 
piercing eye all the intricate foldings of the human heart, be- 
come expanded, and illuminated, is my witness with what 
fdncerity, with what ardpr^— il wish for the happiness of the 
i^ole i^ce of mbnkind.^— How much I admire that disposition 
6f lands and seas which afibrds a communication between dis- 
tant regions^ and a mutual exchange of benefits— «How sin- 
cerely I approve of those social refinements, which add to 
Our happiness; and induce us with gratitude to acknowledge 
our Creator's goodneiss, and how much I delight in a parti- 
dpation of the discoveries made from time to time in nature's 
ti^rks, by our philosophical brethren in Europe. But (addH 
out philosopher) when I consider that luxury, and her con- 
'^tant follower tyranny, which have long since laid the glories 
of Asia in the dust, are now advancing like a torrent, irresis- 
tible, and have nearly completed their conquest over Europe 
—^1 am ttady to wish vain wish ! that nature would 

raise her everlasting bars between the new and the old world, 
tfid make a voyage to Europe as impracticable as one to the 
moon." 

As when a traveller ih passing thkiugh a wilderness, slack- 
ens his pace to prdrong the pleasure of a sudden and unex^ 
pected prospect of « majestic river pouiing its waters down 
the declivity of a cloud-clap't mountain, and sprea<fing ferti* 
lity and verdure throughout the adjacent vallies, so we feel 
^sposed to pause, and feast upon the sublime sentiments con- 
tidned in the passage which I have read. Gitiseas of |h« 
United States, receive and cherish them as a legacy firom ft 
friend; or a brother. Be just, and loose the bands' of th6 
African siave. Be wise, and render war odius in our country* 
Be free, by assvmihi: a national character and nam^, and be 



|3( AN EULOGIDK UPON 

greatif happy, by erecting a barrier agunst the 
in morals, govemmenti and religion, which now 
the nations of Europe.* 

But the philanthropy of Mr. Rittenbouse dti] 
simply ia wisbes lor the happiness of raankini 
duoed this divine principle to practice by a sej 
ful and disinterc ted scrvicea to that pari o£ tus 
turea, to which the usefuhicss of good men is chiei 
His country, his bclcvcd couotry, was the oh 
strongest afiections of his heart. For her, 1 

for her, lie Itiboured, and for her, in tl 

her difficulties and danger, he wept, — in every s 
American revolution. Patriots of 1776, you 
me of exaggeration here, Jor you feel in the 
of what passed in your own bosoms, a witness 
of each of these assertions. The year of the 
of Independence, which changed our royal g 



■Jlr. William Barton, nephew to Mr. Hittei 

favoured mc with the fbllowitig extrait of a letter 
her, 1755, to his brother-ill-law, the Rev. Mr. I 
was the friend and correspondent of his youth, v 
how early and deeply the principles of universal I 
were fixed ia his mind. 

" I would sooner give up my interests in a i 
than he divested of humanity ;— I mean that good 
to the species, although one half of them arc said 
and almcbt the other half knaves. Indeed I am 
suaded, that wc are not at the disposal of a Bei 
the least tincture of ill-nature, or requires any 
will laugh at this grave philosophy, or my wriiir 
a subject wliich you have thought of a thousand 
can any thing that is serious, be ridiculous ? — S] 
pose Gabriel Hwiling at Newton, forlahouring to i 
Wliethcr the earth be at rest or not, because the foi 
sees it move!" '' 
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into Republics, produced no change in his p61itical principles 
for he had been educated a Republican by his father. I can 
never forget the pleasure with which he avowed his early but 
secret attachment to an elective and representative form of 
government. Often have I heard him above twenty years, 
ag^9 predict the immense encrease of talents and knowledge 
which has been produced by the strength and activity that 
have been Infused into the American mind, by our republi- 
can constitutions^ Often, likewise, at the same remote 
period of time, have I heard him anticipate with delight, th« 
effects of our revolution in sowing the seeds of a new order of 
things in other parts of the world. He believed politicaly as 
well as. moral evil to be intruders into the society of man— - 
that general happiness was the original design, an ultimate 
end of the divine government, and, that a time would come^ 
iiirhen every part of our globe, would echo back the heavenly 
pFotlamation of universal peace on earth, and good wUl 
to^ man. 

. . 'li^et it not be said, that he departed from the duties of a 
Philosopher, by^devoting a part of liis time and talents to the 
safety and Jhapiuness of his country. It belongs to monarchies^ 
to limit the business of government to a privileged order of 
men, and it is from the remains of a monarchical spirit in our 
country, that we complain when clergymen, physicians, phi- 
losophers and mechanics, take an active part in civil affairs^ 
The obligations of patnotism are as universal and binding, 
as those of justice and benevolence, and the virtuous propen^ 
sities of the human heart are as much resisted by every 
individual who neglects the business of his country, as they 
are by the extinction of the domestic affections in a cell. 
Man was ihade for a republic, and a republic was made for 
inan^ otherwise Divine power and goodness have been wasted. 



in the creation and (;ifi of his public affections— Oui 
pher iidopted this truth fram the CTidcnce of his fei 
common with the rest of mankind, but it was strot 
forced in his noind by numerous analogies of natur 
was it possible for him to contemptate light and : 
common and equal portions of everjr man} and not 
ledge that hciTen intended liberty to be distribut 
same manner among the whole human race'. Of hi 
he behold the beauty and harmony of the uiritwrs 
result of unirersal and mutual dependencct ^nd t 
thai lieai-en intended rulers to be dependent upon 1 
whose benefit alone, all government should *xiBt. 
pose the contraty, would be to d«ny unity and BysU 
filans of the great creator of all tilings. 

I shall make no apology for these senlimentB. 
not foreign to the solemnity of this discourse. H 
less of the political principles and conduct of our en 
Presitlenl, hundreds and thousands of my fello' 
would hare accL'Bed me, of an act of treachery to his 
May the time never come, in whicli the praisi 
republican governments, shall not be acceptable b 
of an American audience ! 



In the more limited circles of private life, Mr. Hi 
commanded esteem and uffecUon. As a neighboii 
tiind and charitable. His sympathy extended in 
degree to distress of every kind, but it was excitet 
most force, and tiie kindest effects, to the weakn 
and poverty of old age.— As a friend he was sinceri 
and disinterested. As a companion, he instructed 
subjects. To his happy communicative dispositic 
itave to express my obliEaiiona in diia public manne 



-DAYID RITTEKHOUSE. 359 

truly w^f after an acquaintance with him for six-and-twenty 
yearS) that i never went into his company, without learning 
something. With pleasure have I looked beyond my pre- 
sent labours to a time^ when his society should constitute 
ene of the principal enjoyments of the evening of rify life.— ^ 
But alas 1 that time, so often anticipated, and so dfelightful 
ia iMrospec^— 'Will never-^ome. 

I hope it will not be thought that I tread too closely upon 
his footsteps, when I presume to lift the latch of liis door, 
«Bd to exhibit him in the domestic relations of a husband and 
&ther. It was the practice of the philosophers of former 
Ikges, to pass their lives in their closets, and to maintain a 
formal and distant intercourse with their families ! but our 
j^os(q>her was a stranger to pride and imposture in every 
tUng. His family constituted^his chief society, and the most 
> intimate circle of his friends. When the declining state of 
his health, rendered the solitude of his study, less agreeable 
thaii in former years, he passed whole evenings in reading 
or conversiDg, with his wife an^ daughters. Happy family ! 
so mi)ch and so long blessed with such a head ! and happier 
still, to have possessed dispositions and knowledge to discern 
and love his exalted character, and to enjoy his instructing 
conversation !—— Thus Sir Thomas Moore lived with his 
accomplished wife and daughters ;— ^Thus Cicero educated 
his beloved Tullia ; and in this way only, can the female sex 
be elevated to that dignity, and usefulness in society, for 
which they were formed, and by which from their influ- 
ence upon manners, a new era would be created in the his- 
tory of mankind. 

The house ajnd manner of living of our president, exhibi- 
ted the taste of a philosopher, the simplicity of a rcpublicun, 
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aiid the temf^er of a Christian. He was indet>endent, and 
contented with an estate, small in the estimation of ambitUMik 
and avarice, but amply suited to all his wants and desired. 
He held the office of treasurer of Pennsylvania) by an annual 
and unanimous vote of the legislature, between the years 
1777, and 1789. During this period, he declined purchasing 
the smallest x>ortion of the public debt of the state, thereby 
manifesung a delicacy of integrity, which is known and fel6 
only by pure and elevated minds. 

In the year 1 792, he was persuaded to accept of the ofiice 
of Director of the mint of the United States. His want of 
health, obliged him to resign it in 1795. Here his conduct 
was likewise above suspicion, for I have been informed bjr 
his colleague in office,* that in several instances, he paid for 
work done at the mint out of his salary, where he thought 
the charges for it would be deemed extravagant by the Uai- 
ted States. 

His economy extended to a -viise and profitable use of his 
time. No man ever ioMnd him unemployed. As an apology 
for detaining a friend a few minutes, 'while he arranged some 
papers he had been examining, he said, " that he had once 
thought health, the greatest blessing in the world, but that 
he now thought there was one thing of much greater value, 
and that was lime." The propriety of this remark will ap- 
pear when we consider, that Providence, so liberal in other 
gifts, bestows this, in a sparing manner. He never gives a 
second moment, until he has withdrawn the first, and still 
reserves the third in his own hand. 

The countenance of Mr. Rittenhouse, was too remarkable 
to be unnoticed upon this occassion. It displayed such a 

* Dr. Way. 
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mixture of contemplation, benignity, and innocence, that it 
was easy to distinguish his person in the largest company, by 
a previous knowledge of his character. His manners were 
civil, and engaging to such a degree, that he seldom passed 
an hour, even in a public house, in travelling through our 
country without being followed by the good wishes of all who 
attended upon him. There was no affectation of singularity, 
in any thing he said or did : even his hand writing, in which 
this weakness so frequently discovers itself, was simple and 
intelligible at first sight to all who saw iu 

Here I expected to have finished the detail of his virtues, 
but in the neighbourhood of that galaxy created by their con- 
nected lustre, I behold a virtue of inestimable value, twink- 
ling like a rare, and solitary star. It is his superlative mo- 
desty. This heai^n born virtue was so conspicuous in every 
part of his conduct, that he appeared not so much to conceal 
as to be ignorant of his superiority as a philosopher and a 
many over the greatest part of his fellow creatures. 

In reviewing the intellectual endowments and moral excel* 
kncy of Mr. Rittenhouse, and our late intimate connection 
with him, we are led to rejoice in being men< 

We proceed now to the closing scenes of his life. 

His constitution was naturally feeble, but it was rendered 
ttill more so, by sedentary labor, and midnight studies. He 
was afflicted for many years with a weak breast, which, upon 
unusual exertions of body or mind, or sudden changes in the 
weather, became the seat of a painful and harrassing disor- 
der. This constitutional infirmity was not without its uses. 
It contributed much to the perfection of his virtue, by pro- 

A a a 
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clucing habitual patience and resig;natipD to the yill of heaven 
and a constant eye to the hour of bis dissolution. It lyas a 
\Tindow through wliioh he often looked with plipasure .towards 
a place of existence^ where from the encrease ^d perfection 
of lus intuitive faculties^ h^ would probably acquire more 
Iwnowledge in an hour, than he had acquired in his wjiQle 
lifey by the slow operations of reason ; and where> from this 
greater magnitude and extent of the objects of hV% cootemr 
j^ation, his native globe, would appear like hjis cradle, lAd 
all the events of time, like the apiusemepts pf his in&nt 
years. 

On the 26th of June, of the present year> the loQg lesipc^tr 
cd messenger of death, disclosed his commission. In his 
last illness, which was acute, and short, he retsdned the uau*' 
al patience and benevolence of his temper. Upon being told 
that some of his friends had called at his door to enquire hovf 
}ie was ; he asked why they were not invited into his cham* 
ber to sec him. " Because (said his wife) you are too weak 
to speak to them." " Yes (said he) that is true, but I could 
still have squeezed their hands.**~rhus with a heart over- 
flov/ing with love to his family, friends, country, and to the 
whole world, he peacefully resigned his spirit into the hands 
of his God. Let the d^y of his death be recorded in the an- 
nals of our society, and let its annual return be marked by 
some public act, which shall characterise h|s services and 
our grief, and thereby animate lis and our successors, to 
imitate his illustrious ci^mple ! 

It has been the fashion of late years, to say of persons 
who had been distinguished in life, when they left the world 
in a s^ate of indifference to every thing, and believing, and 
hoping in nothing, that they died like philosophers. Very 
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idiJSerent was the latter end of our excellent president. He 
jdied like a christian, interested in the welfare of all around 
biini<*-4>eUeving in the resurrection, and the life to come, and 

« 

ho{)iog for happiness from every attribute of the Deity. 

Agreeably to his requesti his body w^ interred in his ob- 

^rvatory near his dweUing house, in the presence of a 

numerous coujcourse of his fellow-citizens. It was natiural 

|br him in the near prospect of appe^iring in the presence of 

i^s filaker, to feel an attachment tp that spot- in which hp 

had culjdvated a knowledge of his perfectiofis, aiui held com- 

]n(iunipn with him through the medium pf his works. Here- 

^jKer it $h^l) become one of the objects of curiosity in our 

city. Thither shall the philoi^pher^ pf future ages resort to 

4o homage to his tomb, and children yet unborn, shall point 

jLp the dome which ppvers it, and es^ultiagly say» ^ there lies 

pu|r JUttenhouse.'^ 

/' 
, Let us my respected colleagues, sepair for a few minutea 

to that awful spot.— *In entering it— owe behold the telescopei 
dear instrument of his discoveries, turned upon its axis, and 
pointed to the earth, which has closed its master's eyes.— « 
How artless— -the inscription upon his tombstone !— ilt con- 
tsdns nothing but his name, and the simple record of the days 
and years of his twirth and death.— Very different would have 
been the monument of his worth and fame, had not the grati- 
tude and affection of his friends been controuled by his dying 
request. His head would have reclined in marble, upon the 
lap pf religion. At his feet, science would have sat— 4)athed 
^n tears ; while the genius of republican liberty, in the figure 
pf a venerable hermit, bending over his grave, would have 
deplored the loss of his favourite son.— 'Alas l— «too— ^qq soon 
lu^ our beloved president been torn from the chair of our 
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society !-— Too soon has he laid aside his robes of office, tiid 
ceased Jto minister for us day and night at the alter of science I 
—•Ah ! who now will elevate his telescope, and again direct 
it towards yonder heavens ? Who now will observe the transit 
of the planets ? Who now will awaken our nation to view the 
trackless and stupenduous comet ? Who now will measure 
the courses of our rivers, in order to convey their' streanft 
into our city, for the purposes of health and cotmncct<J6 ? ■ t-. 
Nature is dumb }*— for the voice of her chief interpreter is 
hushed in death .--In this hour of our bereavement, to whom 
shall we look ?-*-«but to thee, father of life and light :— i« 
thou author of great and good gifts to man. O ! let not thy 
Sun, thy Moon, and thy Stars now shine unobserved among 
lis ! may the genius of our departed president, like the man- 
tle of thy prophet of old, descend upon some member of out 
society, who shall, as he did, explain to us the misteries of 
fty works, and lead us step by step, to thyself, the great 
overflowing fountain of wisdom, goodness and mercy, to the, 
children of men ! 
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